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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author of theſe ſheets has taken 
this opportunity to return her ſincere 
thanks to her generous Subſcribers for the 
favours received, and to ſhew the high re- 
gard and eſteem ſhe thinks due to them. 
Though their names would grace her per- 
formance more than any thing ſhe can ſay, 
by way of introduction, yetſhe ſuppreſſes the 


vanity of printingthem,fearing they might be 


offended to appear before ſo trifling a per- 
formance : and as ſhe ſhall for the future 
bid adieu to the Public, concludes. with 
acknowledging the due ſenſe ſhe has of the 
kind indulgence they have hitherto ſhewn 
to 2 1 | 


Their moſt obedient, 
And much obliged 
Humble : ſervant, 


The AUTHOR. 
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. 
My Loxp, ö 


S the long friendſhip you have 
honoured me with, has obliged 
me from time to time to ſend 
you an account of my travels, I 
hall now preſent you with my adven- 
tures in this iſland, in hopes to remove 
thoſe wrong impreſſions which education 
and falſe rumour have fixed in your 


mind. You know how apt we are to 


commiſerate a monarch, whom we ſee 
fallen from the height of human gran- 
deur to a ſtate of wretched dependency, 
not conſidering by what arbitrary laws, 
and cruel proſecutions, he might have 
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forced his ſubjects to exert the undoubteg 


right all mankind has to defend their pri- 
vileges; therefore we raſhly fixed an in- 
delible ſtain upon the whole nation: but 
now, my friend, baniſh'thofe ideas, and 


let me convince you, humanity, virtue, 


honour, and juſtice, are no ſtrangers to 


this nation. 


In my laſt I told you, that after J had 
ranged through - many countries, and 
ſuffered a variety of hardſhips which. I 
might have avoided, I determined to re- 
turn home: but my hopes were blaſted 
by a moſt dreadful ſtorm; we were dri- 


ven by ftreſs of weather out of our know- 
ledge, our compaſs was loſt ; and though 


we deſcried land, we could not attain the 
wiſhed-for haven. In ſhort, death ap- 
peared armed with all his terrors; the 
great abyſs ſeemed ready to ſwallow us. 


In this wretched ſituation we were 


toſſed about two or three days, till at laſt 
our ſhip ſtruck upon the ſands, and ſplit. I 
then reſigned myſelf to the boiſterous 
ocean, without any hopes of gaining the 
ſhore before me; nor could I account for 
any thing that happened, till recovering 
out of my trance, I found myſelf in a 


| handſome apartment, ſurrounded by many 


people. The chief of them was a young 
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AND SEMANTHE. 3 
lady of great beauty, which was ſo height- 
ened by the charms of compaſſion, that 
ſhe appeared to me the moſt lovely of 
her ſex. After 1 had taken ſome refreſh- 
ment, I begged to know how I came thi- 
ther; as alſo the name of this hoſpitable 
land. She replied, Sir, you are now at 
Caſtle-Pleaſant in the iſland of Liberty. 
It was I that found you caſt upon our 
ſhore, and though I had ſmall hopes of 
your life, I determined to try ail me- 
thods; they have ſucceeded to my with: : 
but 1 muſt now acquaint my brother you 
are out of danger. : 

Here ſhe left me, but ſoon returned 
with a young gentleman of ſo noble an 
appearance, that the graceful eaſe of his 
perſon added dignity to the manly beauty 


of his face. He aſſured me, *twas with 


great pleaſure he ſaw me delivered out of 
the perils I had been expoſed to; politely 
adding, there was ſomething in my air 
and mien that prejudiced him ſo much in 
my favour, that it I had no reaſon to the 


contrary, he ſhould be glad to know my 


name, and why, in the bloom of life, I 
had left my native land to truſt myſelf on 
that uncertain element. 


Sir, anſwered I, your humanity con- 
vinces me you are a citizen of the world; 
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to be unfortunate is a recommendation to 
your. compaſſion, without the ties of 
kindred: therefore I ſhall freely tell you 
I am deſcended from the dukes of Urbi- 
naz my name Lorenzo Gonſago, born 
in Rome, once the queen of cities, and 
proud metropolis of the world, But now, 

ſhorn of her beauties, ſhe fits down in the 
duſt, and mourns her faded ſplendor. 

Superſtition governs her councils, and 
harſh decrees enſlave her free-born ſons, 
Tired of ' my ſituation, and perplexed 
with many doubts, a fatal curioſity poſ- 
ſeſſed me to goin queſt of ſome land, where 
the impriſoned ſoul was at liberty to ex- 
ert her faculties. And now, my kind 
protector, forgive me, if, for the ſake of 
truth, I confeſs, prejudice of education 
deterred me from viſiting this iſland, 

where I was told hereſy, and falfe reli- 
gion, left the wretched inhabitants void 
of every virtuous ſentiment ; now I am 
convinced I have been deceived. O ſuffer 
me then to ſuppoſe ſome protecting an- 
gel directed my ſteps to learn from you 
the true ſtate of this kingdom; and why 
ſo much blood has been ſhed to enable 
you to forſake the religion of your ance- 
ſtors. 


* 


Here 
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Here the amiable man, without pre- 
judice or paſſion, ſhewed me the tyranny 
of the Romiſh clergy, who, to impole 
upon mankind, and aggrandize their 


SO 
popes, had, in different ages of the 


world, introduced ſo many errors into 
the church, that it was impoſſible, if we 
zudged by the laws of reaſon, or the rules 
of the goſpel, to believe their miraculous 
fopperies. This, fir, continued he, is 
the true cauſe why we ſhook off their 
yoke; for let men be ever ſo great, or 
learned, knowledge, divided from juſtice, 
is more like craft than wiſdom. What 
can we think of thoſe who execute the 
cruel laws of the inquiſition? Is it not a 
falſe zeal, that leads them to torture men 
for not believing what their reaſon rejects 
as erroneous? Nor could we give our aſ- 
ſent to any barbarous action, without the 
mind was prepared from its infancy to 
bear the bloody decrees of that infernal 
court. Here I ought to beg your par- 
don, as what I have ſaid muſt ſound harſh 
in your ears; but as I am in my ſoul a 
friend to all mankind, I cannot bear 
perſecuting my fellow creatures, becauſe 
they differ from me in opinion. Who- 
ever is guilty of ſuch an indignity to hu- 
man nature, commits an unpardonahle 
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offence againſt the ſupreme author of the 
world, who founded his laws in charity, 
meekneſs and juſtice. Had your prieſts 
followed theſe rules, no raging fires had 


been kindled in our ſtreets to deſtroy the 


miſerable inhabitants. Such dreadful 
ſpectacles exhibited to our view, with 
what horror do we recal the reign of a 
queen, whoſe falſe zeal and gloomy piety 
made her delight in ſpilling the blood of 
her ſubject. Fell rage had then uſurped 
the ſeat of juſtice, till with opprobrious 
wrongs the divine Aſtrea was baniſhed 
trom our iſland. But death having freed 
us from this princeſs, the watchful genius 
of our iſle recalled the baniſhed maid. 
With joy ſhe flew to burſt the priſon gates 


where bright Eliza languiſned. In crowds 


the people ran to gaze upon their charm- 
ing princeſs. With duteous zeal the no- 
bles all attended to place her on the 
throne of her great anceſtors, *T was then 
juſtice reſigned the ſword into her hand, 
to quell the proud oppreſſers of this 
earthly globe; the laws again re- aſſumed 
their antient ſeats, while baniſhed proſe- 
cution howled in deſerts. Theſe were 
the glories of thy reign, Eliza. O why did 
her miſguided ſucceſſors forſake the ſhining 
path ſhe trod, to fill long annals of re- 
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AND SEMANTHE. 7 
corded time. with broken faith, dark. 


* ſchemes, and cruel maſſacres! ſince then 


how oft has murder, with gigantic ſtrides, 
ſtalked through our ſtreets to- ſeize the 
trembling victims, till rouſed to ven- 
geance, the afflicted nation befought a 
neighbouring prince to fave a wretched 
people. 1 N | 
The hero came to their relief, redreſſed 
their wrongs, and ſnatched them from 
deſtruction. In return, the generous 
iſlanders ſalute him king; and then, to 
ſecure their laws and liberty, it was de- 


ereed, that if the king and queen, and 


after them the princeſs Matilda, ſnould 
die without iſſue, the crown ſhould de- 
volve upon Henricus and his family. -. 
On the death of Matilda, Theogenes 


. aſſiſted by the court of France, ſet all 


their emiſfaries at work, to place the ſon 
of the abdicated prince upon our throne. 
Accordingly he landed in the moſt nor- 
thern part of this iſland; all the diſaf- 
fected party reſorted to his ſtandard. 
In this diſtreſs Henricus arrived time 
enough to ſave us from the bold invaders. 


The royal army was victorious: the re- 


bels fubmitted to the mercy of Henricus. 
Thus ended a rebellion, which might 
have proved fatal to our religion and 
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laws, had not Henricus, by his prudent 
management, reſtored peace to the na- 
tion. In this ſtate we remained till death 
robbed us of a monarch, famed for 
juſtice and a ſtrict adherence to: the Jaws. 
Thus, fir, I have as briefly as poſſible 
ket you into ſome of the motives why we 
feparated from the Romiſh church, whoſe 
cruel edicts muſt have e N us to an 
mſupportable laveryi :!:! | 
Here we parted, but reſt was a Arrkins 
ger to my ſou]; the fate of my compa- 
nions ſhocked me; but my grief for Al- 
varo was inexpreſſible, as he was the per- 


ſon I could have depended upon. Beep 


in thought, I ruminated on all I had 
heard; every accuſation againſt our clergy 
appeared ſo juſt, that I endeavoured ro 
diveſt myſelf of the narrow notions I had 
imbibed from my infancy. It was then 
I'was convinced nature is a light that 
will ſhine through all diſguiſes. This 
gentleman's open countenance, / his uni- 
verſal charity, his free manner in deli- 
vering bis ſentiments charmed me, as [ 
ever hated a contracted. brow, with a cold 
reſerve, mixed with pride, and a fort of 
contempt for all who differ from them in 
opinion. I then conſidered ſuſpicions were 
inſeparable from human nature; there: 
Ons] tore, 
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fore, leſt they ſhould enter into the 
breaſts of this family, I reſolved to order 
my agent at Rome to diſpatch my remit- 
tances with all ſpeed, as the lovely maid, 
to whoſe care I owed my life, appeared 
worthy my whole attention. Her youth 
and beauty convinced me the god of love 
had fixed her image in my heart. 

In theſe perplexing thoughts I wore 
away the night, till at laſt ſoft ſleep ſtole 
me from myſelf; nor did I wake till a 
ſervant came to enquire after my health, 
bringing me all ſorts of apparel, till I 
could furniſh my wardrobe. 

Amazed at the generous treatment I 
met with, I enquired the name of my 
Kind protector; he reply'd, Cleanthes, born 
of an antient family; but, fir, added he, 
I aſſure you, he is more eſteemed for his 
virtues than his large eſtate; nor is his 
ſiſter leſs praiſe-worthy, for though ſhe 
loſt her mother in her infancy, her ſiſter, 
Mrs. Allgood, has ſupplied the place of 
a tender parent. TS. 142 5 

Delighted with all I heard and ſaw of 
this family, I ſoon joined them; the firſt 
compliments over, they aſked me ſeveral 
queſtions, many of which I could not 
anſwer, as no doubt I had lain ſome time 
in a ſtate of inſenſibility z upon which 
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Mrs. Allgood preached a ſhort ſermon, to 
prove we were all under the direction of 
Providence, which ſhe hoped I would 
never forget, as it was almoſt a miracle 
that Lucinda and ſhe ſhould that mo- 
ment be ready to ſnatch me from the 
Jaws of death. | 

I told her I ſhould ever with the moſt 
grateful heart acknowledge I had been 
the peculiar care of heaven, as it ap- 
pointed them to come like my guardian an- 
gels to reſtore me to a fond mother's arms; 
for, madam, continued I, ſhould I ever 
he ſo happy as to ſee her in this iſland, 
ſhe would ſoon convince you no unduti- 
tu], profligate ſon abuſes your clemency 
with a feigned ſtory of his misfortunes. 

If you would oblige me, cry'd Clean- 
thes, ſay no more upon that ſubject; there 
is a ſympathy in honeſt minds, that will 
not ſuffer them to wait till time and ex- 
perience ratify their choice. As you, 
my lord, have a ſoul ſuſceptible of ten- 
der ſentiments, you will eaſily conceive 
how much I was aſtonifhed at ſuch a de- 
claration. This the lovely Lucinda per- 
ceiving, ſhe ſaid, what we are capable of 
doing ourſelves, we are not apt to think 
ſtrange in others; and I dare ſay, ſir, 
had fate caſt my brother upon your ſhore, 


you 
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AND SEMANTHE. 11 
you would not have delivered him up to 
all the calamities he muſt have ſuffered 
in a ſtrange land, without money or 
friends. 

O madam, anſwered I, tis not ſo much 
the action as the manner you have in con- 
ferring favours that robs me of power to 
thank you as I ought; but be aſſured 
what 1 have heard can never be eraſed 
from my memory, till death ſhall diſſolve 
this brittle frame. 

To give a turn to the diſcourſe, Cle- 
anthes propoſed a walk in the park, where, 
to hide my chagrin for the abſence of 
Lucinda, I begged him to continue his 
hiſtory, which he did in the moſt 920 
ing manner. 
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HE death of Henricus, ſtiled the 


Juſt, caſt a gloom over the nation, 
which nothing could have diſſipated but 


the ſucceſſion of his ſon, Henricus the 


ſecond, a prince whoſe martial deeds, 
and royal virtues, rendered him the idol 
of the people; but what added greatly 
to their joy was, his numerous family, 
which gave them reaſon to hope the 
crown would continue in this royal race 
through ages yet unborn. But as I am 
not relating their hiſtory, I ſhall only tell 
you when Theogenes, grandſon: to the 


late king, broke the peace ſubſiſting 


— 


between the two nations, impatient for 


revenge, our monarch's youngeſt ſon, 


Britanicus, obtained leave to learn the 
art of war under ſo experienced a 
commander as his majeſty. In vain 
he recommended moderation and pru— 
dence to his ſon. How ineffectual is 
caution, when fame is the reward of bold 
and daring actions. In fine, they arrived 
in Germany, where a fierce battle was 
fought, in which the intrepid prince, by 
a too daring courage, was * F I 
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AND SEMANTHE. 13 
ſaw him fall, and it was with great difi- 


culty, and ſome danger, I conveyed him 
to a place of ſafety ; though victory ſoon 


after crowned our army with ſucceſs; but 
our joy was not compleat, till we were 
convinced our young general was out of 


danger. Nor was fame idle; with eager 


haſte ſhe ſpread her rapid wings, impa- 


tient till ſhe reached the court of Theo- 


genes, that ſeat of pride and luxury, 
There, in golden letters, with her ready 


pencil, ſhe deſcribed the painful marches 
and long ſleepleſs nights, with all the 


f called her favourite ſons. 
regal ſtate, without a bluſh, heard her 
unmoved; in vain the warlike trumpet 


glorious dangers to which bright honour 
Theogenes, in 


calls him forth to action; he never 
* mounts the barbed ſteed, nor leads his 


numerous bands to fighting fields. Yet, 
prodigal of blood, he ſends his (laviſh ſub- 
Jets: to deſtroy the peace of nations; and, 
by the chance of war, to lie the carnage 
of a foreign field. Sunk in ſoft pleaſure 
and effeminate eaſe, truth is for ever ba- 
niſhed from his preſence. No ſound but 
that of victory ſalutes his ears; nor dare his 
miniſters affirm we broke through his 
ranks, and let deſtruction looſe to mar 


| great natures work's. The fruitful fields, 


with 
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with crimſon torrents ſtained, yield a 
moſt dreadful proſpe&. There unnum- 
bered wretches lay in agonizing pain, 
with mangled limbs, calling on death 
to ſnatch them from their preſent miſery. 
At ſuch a fight I ſtopped my foaming 
ſteed, to mourn the horrid ſcene. Then 
o'er the heaps of dead and dying men I 
caſt my eager eyes, and felt ſoft pity 
ſteal into my ſoul; when I beheld the 
ride of nature, and the ſtrength of nati- 
ons, loſt to the world, and to their friends 
unknown; deformed with clotted gore, 
the hoary ſire and the blooming youth 
lay undiſtinguiſhed in the common field. 
Theſe are the evils which curſt ambi- 
tion brings to plague mankind. Why 
will vain man embark on the ſea of un- 
certainty,with as much courage as if it was 
not noted for thouſands of ſhipwrecks ? 
But fate will have it ſo. Therefore the 
ſpring no ſooner returned, than neceſſity 
called Britannicus abroad, to try the for- 
tune of uncertain war: with him went 
' moſt of our youthful warriors. Theoge- 
nes, fearing their courage, tried all his 
arts to have them recalled; once more he 
raiſed the-ſons of Rome to overturn our 
church and ſtate, 


For 
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AND SEM ANTHE. 13 
For this great end, a youth, the tool 


of his ambitious views, and ſon of the 


late invader, landed in the north; he 


ff was joined by many deſperate men, who 


raiſed an impious rebellion. Accordingly, 


7 with fire and ſword, they deal deſtruction 


round them. But as our army 1s coming 
home, I hope theſe ſons of rapine will 
receive the puniſhment due to their au- 
dacious Crimes. 


As I was amazed to hear Theogenes 


- repreſented in ſuch a light, I told him I 
| thought his court had been the place 


where all their young men of faſhion had 
finiſhed their education, and improved 


their manners, by ſhaking off that ruſ- 
ticity, which I had heard was almoſt inſe- 


arable from their nation. Some indeed 


might be ſo formed, that they wanted 


no foreign arts; of this, I believed, I had 


an inſtance before me, or elſe, both by 


his appearance and his addreſs, I ſhould 


have thought he had added the polite- 
neſs of that gay nation to the good 
' ſenſe and ſolid judgment of his own. If 
that was the caſe, I begged he would 


favour me with an account of his tra- 
vels, which he did as follows : 


u 
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+ C H. A P. III. 
HEN I left the oniyerſity, that 


ſeat of arts and ſciences, I deter- 
mined to go abroad. Accordingly I ar- 
rived at Paris in my plain frock and bob 
wig. As I was viewing Verſailles, I was 


Joined by lord Eaſy and Sprightly. As 


they were expreſſing their joy at ſeeing 
me, lord Modiſh, to whom I have the 
misfortune to be related, as he ſets up 
for a man of taſte, without the leaſt 
grain of common ſenſe, approached us in 
this ridiculous manner, I am lord Eaſy's 
moſt - obedient | dear Sprightly your's! 
couſin, I am glad to ſee you, though let 
me periſh if ever I ſaw ſo groteſque a fi- 
gure! pr'ythee, Sprightly, aſſiſt him to 
ſhake of this gothic. appearance; ſplit 
me if a young fellow juſt broke looſe 
from his ſtudies has any more taſte than a 

brute! Pardon this freedom, for 1 am 
horridly out of humour, that inhuman 
monſter my taylor has quite murdered 
me one of the moſt elegant ſuits of 
cloaths in all Paris. | 


Lord 
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AND SEMANT HE. 17 
Lord Eaſy raillyed him with great po- 


© Hteneſs; but, for my part, I was ſo aſto- 


niſhed, that with great warmth I told 
him, according to my ideas of human na- 


ture, when ſuch trifles diſcompoſed the 


mind of man, it muſt level him with the 
brutes he mentioned. 

Sprightly thinking I had gone too far, 
told me I had not yet entered into the 
gay part of life, when I did, I would find 
dreſs and addreſs quite neceſſary to the 
character of a fine gentleman. Upon this 
canvas lord Modiſh painted a thouſand 


4 impertinences, till tired to death, I left 
them, to paſs my time as I pleaſed, till 


Sprightly introduced every artificer ne- 
ceſſary to | furniſh out the fign of a 


man. 


My dreſs finiſhed, I went to the co- 
medy, where I fell into a fatal miſtake, 
by declaring it was a moſt deteſtable en- 
tertainmeat, and that Terence or Me- 
nander would have deſpiſed an audience 
that could have been pleaſed with ſuch a 
ſenſeleſs jargon. And as to their ladies, 
they did not hit my fancy, nor could 1 
change my mind, though I was intro- 
duced into what they called the beſt com- 
pany ; there: was none of that modeſty, 


ON 
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or rather decency, that renders the fair 
ſex irreſiſtible. 

Thus diſappointed in the amuſements 
of Paris, without any regret, Sprightly 
and J left all thoſe ſtately palaces, inha- 
bited by many wiſe men, with an infi- 
nite number of fools, all contending to 
be flaves. | 

Our road to Marſeilles was very de- 
lightful. The weather ſo extremely fine, 
that nature appeared all gay and charm- 
ing. No adverſe winds brought nipping 
froſts to blaſt the tender buds. Spring 
had arrayed the earth in her moſt gaudy 
livery. Even poverty ſmiled, when ſhe 
beheld the blooming proſpect. The 

wretched inhabitants of this earthly pa- 
radiſe forgot their penury and want. 
The vernal air inſpired them with a 
chearfulneſs that aſtoniſned me, and 
threw me into very grave reflections, 
when I conſidered the irrational happineſs 
of theſe poor people. After revolving 
theſe thoughts in my mind, I aſked 
Sprightly, it he could account for the Joy 
he jaw diffuſed over a land, where the 
ſubjects were born in flavery, and fet- 
tered by ſevere laws, which denied them 
the privilege of thinking or Judging for 

themſelves, 
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themſelves, while we, though we enjoy 
all the liberty we could deſire, were of- 


ten dejected and gloomy ; and to add 


to our miſery, if we acquired the viva- 
city of that nation, on our return home 
we commenced coxcombs, and trifled a- 
way our time in vanity, forgetting it is 
only knowledge that enlarges the mind, 
and raiſes her above low and inſignifi- 
cant amuſements. . 
I am of opinion, replied Sprightly, *tis 
the falling in love with our own ideas, 
that makes fools and madmen of half 
mankind. But if you are not content 
wich this ſolution, let me ſuppoſe, in the 
infancy of the world Ignorance married 
Chearfulneſs, by whom he had two 
daughters; the eldeſt from a grave and 
ſevere turn of mind, was called Super- 
ſtition, and the younger, from a conſtant 
flow of ſpirits, obtained the name of 
Mirth. The laſt, having an enterprizing 
genius, drove her ſiſter out of moſt coun- 
tries, till at laſt ſhe ſettled herſelf in this 
delightful land. Superſtition, ſtung with 
envy at her happy ſituation, raiſed ſo 
deſtructive a war againſt her, that ruin 
muſt have enſued, had not the ſtates of 
the kingdom made a law, that neither of 

| them 
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them ſhould diſturb the other's votaries. 
Thus left to themſelves, Superſtition 
built many religious houſes, or rather 
priſons, where ſhe immured her party, 
obliging them to lead a life contrary to 
reafon and common ſenſe. By this 
means Mirth was delivered from all her 
enemies, and now reigns ſole queen of 
all the unthinking faces you behold in 
and about Paris. 

As I was rallying him on his allegort- 
cal fiction, and declaring my averſion to 
the elder ſiſter, the winds ſummoned 
us to embark. Proſperous gales brought 
us to Genoa, where I found my friend 
Belmore ſo enchanted by the charms of 
an Italian courtezan, that he ſeemed loſt 
to every other conſideration. There was 
ſomething in him ſo wild and thoughtleſs, 
mixed with an indolence, that he really 
buried all his good ſenſe in the arts and 
wiles of this falſe fair one. 

In vain I endeavoured to convince him 
he was throwing away: his fortune and 
reputation upon a woman that deceived 
him. He told me I was too ſententious; 
what the devil! would I have him give up 
an angel that loved him, and made him 
happy, to lead a dull ſtupid lite, to gain 
the eſteem of a ſet of ſower grave _— 
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> £als that he deſpiſed? Many were our ar- 


guments upon this ſubject, till at laſt he 


pPromiſed to obſerve her behaviour. 


It was fome days before I ſaw him a- 
gain, when coming into my room, he 


cryed out, Well, Sir, your triumph is 


compleat. My fortune has enabled her 
to enrich the chevalier. Death and furies! 
they have eſcaped my vengeance, but I 
am determined to purſue that monſter to 
the fartheſt part of the world, but I'll be 
revenged. O Lorenzo! how weak a rea- 


ſoner is man, when any violent paſſion 


has taken poſſeſſion of his ſoul; for 


through all his rage I ſaw he was ſtill a 


ſlave to love. How often did he wiſh 
once more to ſee that perjured charmer, to 
convince her how ſedately he could take 
an everlaſting farewel of her bewitching 

form. | 
With much ſoothing and perſuaſion he 
conlented to go with Sprightly and me to 
Naples. But news arriving that Theo- 
genes had declared war againſt Henricus, 
we returned home, determined to fight 
for our king and country. Accordingly 
we fought near Britannicus, in the battle 
where I told you he was wounded, I re- 
turned with him to court, juſt after my 
father had paid great nature's debt, ſo 
that 
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that being poſſeſſed of a fine eſtate, and 
tired of the unſatisfactory pleaſures of a 
court, I retired to this place, where | 
vainly hoped for happineſs, but fate de- 
creed it otherwiſe. 
Thus ended my travels. What im- 
rovement I have made I'll leave you to 
judge, ſince all I have learnt has not taught 
me to conquer myſelf. I expreſſed great 
concern for his laſt words, aſſuring him 
inclination and gratitude made me wiſh 
him every felicity under the ſun. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


| F Soon found Mrs. Allgood's great pi- 


ety made our converſation turn upon 


religious ſubjects; and I muſt ſay, Cle- 
anthes and ſhe were too mighty for me to 


* contend with. I admired their moderation 


as much as I condemned the cruel, falſe 


Zeal of our clergy ; but then the beauty, 


the good ſenſe and prudence of the lovely 
Lucinda, charmed me fo, that every day 
encreaſed my paſſion ; in the moſt per- 
plexing thoughts I wore out the tedious 

nights, a melancholy ſeized me, which 


they could not account for; they expreſ- 
ſed great concern for my indiſpoſition z 


but, alas! that only ſerved to double my 


diſtreſs, as I dared not impart to them 


the fatal ſecret that deſtroyed my peace of 
mind. 


As I was one evening viewing an ex- 


tenſive proſpect, where the fruitful hills 
and fertile meadows ſhewed the induſtry 
of the labouring ſwains, I obſerved the 


day no ſooner declined, then in gladneſs 


1 N of heart they ſung their rural ditties to 
the liſtening maids that danced upon the 
green; pleaſed with their innocent amuſe: 


ments, 
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ments, I almoſt envied them the freedom 


they enjoyed. I had ſeriouſly reflected on 
all 1 had heard of the tyranny of the Ro- 


* miſh clergy; I had long deſpiſed them 


for keeping the deluded multitude in ig- 
norance and ſlavery. In fine, a thouſand 
reaſons occurred to make me in love with 
this land of freedom, where people were 
left at liberty to judge for themſelves : 
but here, my lord, I muſt confeſs, Lu- 
cinda's charms biaſſed all my actions; 
ſhe was the ſtar that ruled my fate; and 
by ſad experience, I found that tho' 
many different ſchemes offered themſelves 
to my imagination, yet none of them had 
the power to fix my reſolution. If I fold 


my eſtate in Rome, and ſettled in this 


iſland, I ſhould certainly break the heart 
of a tender parent, who had always 
treated me more like a friend then a ſon. 
To obviate this difficulty, I flattered my- 
ſelf I could perſuade her to quit her na- 
tive land to ſhare my fate. But here my 
vanity was mortified with the impoſſibi- 
lity of ſuppoſing Lucinda was not al- 
ready engaged; or if not, would a lady 
in the bloom of .youth and beauty, ſur- 
rounded with every bleſſing ſhe could de- 
fire, give her hand to @ ſtranger? O no! 
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ſhe would be the prize of ſome more for- 


tunate youth. 
In this diſtraction of mind I ſaw Cle- 


anthes coming towards me with a very 
dejected air. I roſe to meet him, begging 
earneſtly to know what misfortune had 


befallen him. | 

Lorenzo, anſwered he, the beſt laws 
are defective, when inclination governs 
great men. Our general, whoſe polite 


and eaſy addreſs fitted him for a court, 


was unfortunately. ſent. to command our 
troops; they have ſucceeded accordingly, 
The rebels are victorious, our general 
fled, and with him thofe very men who 
had faced death. and danger under our 
glorious monarch. One of our chiefs, 
joined by ſome choſen friends, made a 
noble ſtand, till overpowered by num- 
bers, and covered with wounds, he 
bravely fell, nor ſaw the diſgrace of his 


_ Unhappy country. The exulting rebels, 


proud of their conqueſt, ſeized many of 
our men, not like fair and generous 
enemies. Long exerciſed in plunder and 
rapine, wholly ſtrangers to the laws either 
of peace or war, they tortured: the un- 
happy warriors, when ſlaughter ſhould 
have ſheathed the murdering ſword, and 
mercy bid the wretched captives live ſe- 

Yor. I. = cure 
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cure from further danger; they now carry 
terror through the frighted villages, and 
drive the peaſants from their quiet t homes; ; 
theſe are the evils which we labour under. 
This fruitful land, replete with every 
bleſſing, is thus by her own ſons betrayed. 
With joy Theogenes beholds the ſpread- 
ing miſchief, and triumphs in our woes. 

| But come, ſir, let us return to poor 
Lucinda, I know ſhe mourns the ſuffer- 
ings of her country, and with me laments 
the uncertain fate of the gay and generous 
Sprightly. His laſt words ſtung me to 
the ſoul, envy and jealouſy at once poſ- 
ſeſt me. ] immediately fancied he was 
my rival; of this I was convinced when 
I beheld her lovel y eyes brim full of tears, 
which on our approach ſhe would have 
reſtrained, had not the unruly torrents 
broke their cryſtal ſhells to adorn her 
face with pity's gentleſt charms on pur- 
poſe to undo me. In vain Iattempted to 
divert their melancholy. Whar I had 


Heard and ſeen threw me into deſpair, All 


the difficulties I had to ſtruggle with ap- 
peared in ſo formidable a light, that I 
thought them inſurmountable; nor could 
I fix upon any plan for my future con- 
duct. Sometimes I thought ſhe could 
not be ignorant of my uncommon aſſi- 
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duity to gain her attention; but then as 


her heart was engaged, that would only 
encreaſe the triumphs of my rival. 

After revolving all theſe thoughts in 
my mind, I determined not to live in this 
ſtate of uncertainty, but learn my fate 
from this bewitching fair one; and now, 
my lord, to let you ſee how inſenſibly 
hope flides into the heart of a man, I 
ſuffered ſome flattering ideas to preſent 
themſelves to my imagination. I fancied 
I could perceive ſhe ſometimes met my 
ekes with a .complacenoy mixed with a 
little coafuſion. The pleaſure this thought 
gave me, calmed my ruffled mind in ſuch 
a manner, that I ſuffered the drowſy 
god to ſnatch meffrom all the hopes and 


fears that haunt a lover's brain. 
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CHAP. V. 


O ON after, though I had an oppor- 

tunity of declaring my paſſion to Lu- 
cinda, I found it a more difficult taſk 
than I imagined, for I was ſeized with a 
diffidence and fear not to be expreſſed. 
Whether ſhe ſaw the embarraſiment I was 
under or nat, I cannot ſay, but ſhe broke 
the ſolemn ſilence; aſking me, if ro amuſe 
me in her brother abſence, ſhe ſhould 
ſhew me the place where ſhe firſt found 
me? Ah, madam! anſwered I, why did 
you fave me from the raging ſea, to periſh 
by a ſlow and lingering death! ? You are 
very low-ſpirited, cry*d the charmer, or 
you would not ſuppoſe ſo flight an indiſ- 
poſition could end fo fatally. 

My diſeaſe, anſwered i, no healing 
medicines can cure; therefore, fair Lu- 
cinda, hear me with patience, and be aſ- 
ſured nothing but the miſery I endure 
could force me to confeſs you are the mi- 
ſtreſs of my fate. In vain I endeavour to 
baniſh that inchanting form, the thou- 
ſand virtues that adorn your mind ſubdue 
my reaſon. With joy ſhe now applauds 
my paſſion, and bids me ſtrive to gain 


the 
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the beauteous prize. Bur, O Lucinda! 


a thouſand fears invade my doubting 
foul, when I conſiderSprightly is my ri- 


val. Here then, let me conjure you by 
all that's dear and lovely in your eyes, 
diſpel my doubts, or elſe confirm my 
fears, that I may fly for ever from your 


fight, and trouble you no more with my 
audacious love. 
Sir, reply'd ſhe, you have ſurpriz'd 


me in ſuch a manner, that I know nor 


how to extricate myſelf out of the diffi- 


culties you have plunged me in, by de- 
claring your ill-fated paſſion: nor can I 
ler you into the ſtory of my life withour 
betraying a ſecret my brether has in- 
truſted me with; all I am at liberty to 


tell you is, that my attachment to 


Sprightly does not proceed from love; 
my heart is free; and yet fear I ſhall be 
forced to marry a man I deſpiſe; his years 


are as much ſuperior to mine as his un- 


derftanding is inferior to any gentleman's 
I ever converſed with. 

By heaven! cry'd I, fo great an inju- 
ſtice ſhall never be committed. O, ma- 
dam ! do but allow me to adore you, 
and here I ſwear no power on earth ſhall 
tear you from me. I want not fortune; 
ſuffer me then to convey you to Rome, 
= 3 where 
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where my mother wiil receive you as the 
preſerver of her unhappy ſon; nor will 
I importune you to reward my paſſion, 
till I have convinced you 1 deſerve ſo 
great a bleſſing. 

That's truly generous, returned the 


lovely maid, and claims my moſt grate- 


tul acknowledgments ; but honour for- 
bids any further explanation, till you 
have perſuaded my brother to truſt you 
with the cruel cauſe of all our ſufferings. 

Before I had recovered the ſurprize 
her laſt words had thrown me into, I ſaw 
Cleanthes lead in a young creature of un- 
common beauty; the bloom of her com- 
plexion added luſtre to-the brightneſs of 
her eyes; ſhe was tall, and exactly pro- 
portioned, with an air and mien rather 
lofty than otherwiſe, as if conſcious of 


her perfections, ſhe demanded reſpect 


from all ſhe converſed with, Nor was a 
lady with her leſs worthy admiration, 
who, though not ſo tall, had ſuch a care- 
leis, engaging vivacity, that ſhe ſeemed 
to have an equal claim to admiration ; 
and to ſay the truth, they muſt have 


gained all my attention, had not Lucin- 


da's charms triumphed over every other 


beauty. There was ſuch a ſenſibility, 


modeſty and delicacy mixt with a grace- 
| ful 
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ful eaſe in all her actions, that ſhe was 
quite irreſiſtable. Obſerving an unuſual 
joy in all their faces, I withdrew, fearing 
1 might check the freedom of their con- 
verſation. When alone, I ftroled into the 
moſt gloomy walk in the park, where 


ſeating myſelf to ruminate on what I had 


heard, | could not imagine why Lucinda, 
who had no father, ſhould be obliged ro 
give her hand to a man ſhe hated. Di- 
{tracted with a thouſand fears, I deter- 
mined to force Cleanthes to diſcloſe the 
fatal ſecret. I was aſſured, in my own 
mind, he felt more than a common 
eſteem for one of his fair viſiters. But 


how could that interfere with the mar- 
riage of his ſiſter? 


* 


Here I was interrupted by a man who 
threw himſelf at my feet, crying our, 
Good heaven, is it poſſible! do J once 


more behold my ever dear and honoured 
Lorenzo? I no fooner recalled the voice 


of Alvaro, than raiſing him to my arms, 

I embraced him not as a dependent on 

my fortune, but as a long try'd friend. 
After we had recovered. our ſurprize 


at ſeeing each other, I informed him of 


all that had happened fince we parted, 


except my love for Lucinda; for as be 


had been my preceptor, I viewed him 
4 as 
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as a fort of Mentor, who had by his pru 
cence moderated. many paſſions, which 


Youth and ſpirits drew me into. I then 


enquired how he was faved, and what 


became of the crew ? 


I fear they periſhed, anſwered he, 


without they were ſaved by miracle, 
as we were; for, fir, when you threw 
yourſelf 80 the ſea, I followed you, 


vainly hoping I might be of ſervice to 


you. But alas! I ſoon loſt ſight of you, 


which ſtruck me with ſuch horror, 
that though I ſaw a boat coming to my 


relief, I could hardly ſtruggle with the 


waves till it reached me. We. no ſooner 


landed than a grave gentleman, though 
I was a ſtranger, hearing my ſtory, 


pitied my diſtreſs, and lamented your 


untimely fate; and then, like the good 


Samaritan, he ſet me upon his own beaſt, 
and kindly conveyed me to his houſe, 
where I ſoon found he had the care of 


ſeveral young people's education, tho? 
he was a heretic, and, as I had been in- 


formed by our prieſts, taught a falſe re- 


ligion. But let them ſay what they pleaſe, 


this Mr. Lovemore is certainly one of the 
beſt of men. I ſoon made myſelf uſeful 


to him in teaching the children. In ſhort, 
ſir, he has behaved to me like a friend, 


and 
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and with great earneſtneſs preſſed me to 
accept of his houſe as a ſafe retreat till 


my grief was abated, and I determined 


to return home; but that l reſolved never 
to do till this bleſt moment; for 1 could 
not have borne your mother's tears for the 
| loſs of a beloved fon, whom ſhe had al- 
ways truſted to my care. O] fir, ſee this 
| angelic man, and then let us return home 
with all ſpeed, that you may dry the eyes 
of a tender parent, and reſtore peace and 
joy to all your friends. 


I am not ſo inſenſible of the duty I 


owe to the beſt of mothers, anſwered J, 
as to let her be ignorant of my ſafety ; 
and as I have had letters from her, and 
the reft of my friends, there is no ſuch 
\ hurry for our returning to Rome. And 
as to your Mr. Lovemore, 1 ſhould 
| gratefully acknowledge his humanity to 


you, for J revere virtue in every religion; 


and I think this iſland enjoys more gene- 
rous notions of benevolence and charity, 
than any country through which I have 
travelled; but 'tis late, farewell Clean- 
thes, and I will ſee you to-morrow. 


When I returned I told them my in- 


| terview with Alvaro; and after they had 
expreſſed their joy for his ſafety, I grew 


» . * * o 2 
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Lovemore ; which Cleanthes perceiving, 
faid, if I have any ſentiments worthy 
your approbation, I owe them to the un- 
common care that good man took to 
form my mind to virtue; could I have 
followed his precepts, I ſhould have been 
able 'to conquer every difficulty, as he 


 thewed me a glorious example of great 


piety, ſtrict morals, and univerfal charity 
for all mankind ; to aſſiſt the diſtreſſed i 
his chiet delight ; ; and though in the 


courſe of his life he has met with the 


blackeſt ingratitude, he ſnews no reſent- 
ment unbecoming a Chriſtian philoſophes, 
I have often wiſhed to bring you ac- 
- quainted with this man, but J feared, as 
he was a teacher of our religion, you 
might have. been prejudiced againſt him, 

That thought was unkind, anſwered 
I; how could you ſuppoſe your argu- 
ments were not of weight to convince me 
-of many errors in the church of ' Rome? 
Therefore pray let me ſee this amiable 
man, he no doubt will confirm all you 
have ſaid, and enable me to baniſh all 
doubts from my mind. With joy he con- 
fented, after he had made me promiſe to 


| bring home Alvaro. 
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CHAP. VI. 


FTER a night ſpent in many 

M ſchemes how to make Cleanthes 
truſt me with a ſecret that fo much con- 
cerned him and his faſter, I feared to diſ- 
pleaſe him, by ſhewing an impertinent 
curioſity z this deterred me, till by de- 
grees I reaſoned myſelf into a reſolutions 
to try what I could do in our way to 
Lovemore; but I found the ladies were 
to be of our party. Lucinda ſaw I was 
diſappointed, and ſaid, why are you in 
ſo great a hurry, to hear what will afflict 
you, as I know your regard for my bro- 
ther will make you ſhare his ſufferings ? 
Before I could anſwer her, Mr. Allgood 
told us the coach was ready, I hid my 
chagrin as well as I could, and the dif- 
courſe turned upon the fine ſeats, beauti- 
ſul proſpects. and the charming countries 
through which we travelled, till we ar- 
rived at Lovemore's, where we were re- 
ceived with fo benign and chearful a 
countenance, that he looked as it peace 
and content were his conſtant compa- 
nions; he embraced them with a pater- 
nal fondneſs, then preſenting Alvaro to 
them, 
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them, he took my hand, and told me he 
was no ſtranger to my character; there- 
fore he confeſſed few. things in his life 
had given him more pleaſure than to find 
Cleanthes and he had been inſtrumental 
in the hands of providence, to preſerve 
two ſuch valuable lives. 

After I had expreſſed my gratitude to 
him for all his favours to Alvaro, the 
day paſt in ſuch a manner that I was 
quite charmed; all his arguments upon 
religious ſubjects were managed with a 


ſpirit of meekneſs and charity, which 1 


had never ſren in any of our prieſts, 
Upon my telling him ſo, he-ſaid he was 
ſorry for it; but prejudice of education 
was not ealily conquered. But, fir, ad- 
ded he, ambition 1s the ſource from 
whence they draw moſt of their tyrannic 
notions; to govern the laity is their chief 
ſtudy. Moderation they deſpiſe, fear and 


terror marches before them, and murder 


purſues their fatal counſels; not that I 


condemn them all, ſome no doubt are 
deceived by following a blind zeal, with- 
out conſidering how much they ſwerve 
from the rules of the goſpel. | 
With theſe ſort of diſcourſes I obſerved 
Alvaro was ſo delighted, that he took 
leave of his deliverer with great regret. 


Upon 


e E 
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* pon which the other ſaid, my good 
N friend let not a ſhort abſence give you 


ES IR . 


n 


any pain, the many hours we have paſ- 
fed in ſocial converſation, wilt ever re- 
main upon my mind; therefore, as often 
as you can find any leiſure hours, I ſhall 
© rejoice to ſee you. 


When we parted, I drew him into talk 
of Lovemore. O fir, anſwered he, *tis- 


impoſſible to diſcribe the goodneſs of that 
man's heart, Were all prieſts like him, 
religion and charity would appear in 
their own radiant ſplendor. But their 
perſecuting ſpirit influences their actions 
do ſuch a degree, that they are ready to 
deſtroy the lives of all who differ from. 
them in opinion. In what a different 
light do I now behold all the barbarities 


committed in this iſtand. They ſhewed an 
uncommon joy at Alvaro's having im- 
bibed ſo many of Mr. Lovemore's pre- 
cepts. ; 

The next day, as I was ſitting in a 
penſive poſture, Cleanthes, with great 
chearfulneſs, ſaid, rejoice with me Lo- 
renzo; my friend, Sprightly, eſcaped un- 
hurt from the battle I told you was fo 
unfortunate to our army. I do ſincerely, 
anſwered I, *tis impoſſible I ſhould ever 
be indifferent to any thing that gives you 


pleaſure ; 
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pleaſure; but, Cleanthes, I plainly ſee 
ſomething ſits heavy on your mind, which 
you fear to truſt me with. Not conſi- 
dering when griefs are imparted to a 
Faithtul friend, they loſe half their force. 
Why ſhould you ſuſpect my integrity ? 
do I not owe my life to your huma- 
nity; and is it not to your undeniable 
reaſons I have ſhook off the errors of my 
anceſtors ; determined to embrace your 
religion and conform to your Jaws ? In 
this ſituation, if J am to be a ſtranger 
to your heart, I muſt wander alene, be- 
ing in a land where I cannot readily con- 
verſes with the inhabitants. Come then 
confeſs, a man of. your age cannot be in- 
fenſible to the charms. of one of the la- 
dies I ſaw you with. I pauted, and he 
gave me the following account. 
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CHAP VII. 


8 in all the converſations we have 
had together, you never mentioned 


ſove, 1 feared you would think. it a 
weakneſs in me to conteſs, all my 


boaſted philoſophy has not enabled me 


to reſiſt the charms of Semanthe. How- 


ever, that you may no longer doubt my 
friendſhip, know, when I returned to 
court with Britannicus, I ſoon grew tired 


of the inſipid manner of ſpending my 


time, I retired to this place, here to en- 


joy my ſtudies unmoleſted, which I did 


with great tranquility, till one day with 
a book in my hand, I ſought the moſt 
unfrequented part of the wood, where [ 


had not ſat long, when I heard a female 


voice aſk her companion if that was not 
Cleanthes. Upon this, looknig round me, 


J ſaw, as I thought, the very maſter- 


piece of nature. 1 accoſted them in the 
moſt ſubmiſſive manner, aſking it I was 
ſo happy to be known to them? Sir, re- 
plied the talleſt, I knew you at the uni- 
verſity, but I was ſo young, I fancy you 
do not remember me. The winning grace 
that appeared in all her actions, charmed 

me, 
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me, and made me eloquent. I aſked a 
thouſand queſtions to prolong the con- 
verſation, which ſhe anſwered without 
reſerve; informing me her name was 
Semanthe, daughter of fir Charles Weal- 
thy, who was lately ſettled at Wealthy- 
Place. 

As I led her to her cocah, I begged. 
leave to bring my lifter to wait on her 
and Iſabella; they conſented, and I re- 
turned to Lucinda, whom 1 ever eſteemed 
a friend, as well as ſiſter. After I had 
Telated my adventure to her, ſhe told me 
by the warmth of my expreſſions, ſhe 
feared I was a partial judge : that for her 
part ſhe fancied Iſabella was more agree- 
able, as I allowed her more life and fpi- 
rit than her fair couſin. 

J was ſo impatient for another inter- 
view, that I perſuaded Lucinda to go 
with me the next day. Sir Charles not 
being at home, Semanthe received us 
with good ſenſe and politeneſs, free from 
affectation. To hide the confuſion I was 
in, I addreſſed myſelf to the gay Iſabella, 
who I found placed all her happineſs in 
making conqueſts. The giddy fair never 
conſidered the merit of the man ſhe ſtrove 
to engage, admiration was all her aim. 
To this end ſhe employed all her arts and 

| | | wiles 
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piles to gain a heart quite inſenſible to 
bach attracting grace that adorned her 
perſon. Every word and action of the 
Jovely Semanthe fixed my attention; 
Iſabela perceiving it, faid, bleſs me, Se- 
manthe, I think we grow ſtupid, let us 


| hagge the ſcene, and take a walk in the 


ff 


garden; we did ſo, and there met Sir 
Charles, who I found a man of a nar- 


| wow way of thinking, very proud and 


wain, whieh made him over-bearing and 
inſupportabie. When he had entertained 
zus with an infinitej deal of nonſenſe, and 
Feontradidted himſelf and all the com- 
pany, we took leave, but not till Lu- 
&inda had laid a foundation for an in- 
timacy on which my happineſs de- 
tended, : 

+ Every time I ſaw Semanthe encreaſed 
my paſſion; ſhe was never from my 
thoughts, all my former companions. 
were now committed cloſe priſoners in 
my ftudy, their great 'admirer now gave 
up his whole foul ro this new but 
Charming gueſt. I had many opportu- 
> nities of declaring my ſentiments to Se- 


manthe, who never forbid my addreſſes, 
though ſhe gave me but ſmall encourage- 
ment. Till one day as I was complain- 


ing of her inſupportable coldneſs to all I 
9 5 ſu fie I ed, 
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fuffered, ſhe ſaid with a tenderneſs in her 
eyes J had never obſerved before, if I was 
fo wholly inſenſible as you repreſent me, 
I ſhould not permit you to entertain me 
with a paſſion Jam not ſure my father 
will approve : he ſeems very fond of a 
title, which I aſſure you ! defpiſe, when 
merit is placed in the balance againſt it. 
Tranſported at her words, I ſeized one 
of her fair hands, which I preſfed to my 
hps with an ardour never felt before. 
When, O curſed chance! fir Charles en- 
tered, and with an angry brow forced her 
trom me, aſſuring me, there was but one 
way to gain his daughter. In vain I 
urged him to name the terms. He left 
me diſtracted at what. had happened, 
I now experienced how much more ne- 
tural it was for fear to nate than to 
determine. 

In this diſtreſs W came towards 
me with her eyes full of tears, crying I 
am the innocent cauſe of all your miſery, 
my unlucky form has pleaſed fir Charles, 
aſſiſt me to practiſe a virtue I am yet a 
ſtranger to, the friendſhip I have for you, 
makes it my duty to ſacrifice myſelt to 
this man, as nothing elſe can make you 
happy. Come then, ſtrengthen my reſo- 
lution, and convince me l may live with 
this 
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this hated wretch, without paſſing my 
days in a fort of deſpair worſe than 
death. 

Struck to the heart at what ſhe ſoffer- 
ed, I folded the tender maid in my arms, 
and ſaid; no my Lucinda, my tongue 
was never employed to deceive a friend 
that truſted me, nor do-I expect you to 
waſte your youth in the withered arms 
of that old dotard, Semanthe, if ſhe 
loves me, will contrive ſome way to de- 
liver us out of our preſent difficulties, 
if not, I'll wait my doom, without def- 


troying your piece of mind. I will this 
moment go to ſir Charles, and try to con- 


vince him of his error. How can he ſup- 
poſe a young creature of your birth and 
tortune will beſtow herſelf on a wretch, 

who has no merit, but that of being fa- 
ther to Semanthe ? 

Unable to bear the uncertainty I was 
in, I went to: ſir Charles, and uſed every 
argument proper to diſſuade him from 
Jo irrational a ſcheme, but all to no 
purpoſe, his anſwers terminated with ſay- 
ing, your rhetoric has no effect upon me, 
E ell you Jam not ſo old as you imagine: 
I want an heir to my eſtate; I like your 
filter, and will ſettle a large jointure upon 
her, therefore if ſhe will marry me, let 

her 
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her ſay ſo, if not, you ſhall not have my 
daughter. Lord Modith, beſides his title, 
has a better fortune than you ; now you 
know my mind, ſo pray trouble me no 
more with your philoſophic reaſons. 
He then left me ſo enraged to find 
that fooliſh lord my rival, that I gave 
way to the natural warmth of my 
temper, determined, let the conſequence 
be what it would, he ſhould not rob me 
of Semanthe. I longed earneſtly to know 


her ſentiments of him, but in vain, the 


old jealous Argus watched her lo cloſely, 
that though I was continually hovering 
round the houſe, I could not obtain a 
fight of her. At laft a paper was-drop- 
ped out of a window, with thefe words ; 
My doom is fixed, fly this place, Cleanthes, 
-and leave me to my wretched fate.” Sur- 
priſed at what I heard, I ſtayed till night 
had caft her ſhadow o'er the earth. I 
then returned home to lament my hard 
fortune. 
Mrs. Allgood, the moſt diſpaſſionate 
woman living, was amazed to find me 
o diſcompoſed: but my fiſter, with a 
generofity of ſoul I never can forget, 
profered to give up her happineſs to 


that unreaſonable man, rather then fee 
me ſo wretched. 


As 
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As we were conſulting what method 
we ſhould purſue, aſervant told me oo 
Modiſh and Sprightly were arrived : 
immediately ſtruck into my head that bn 
made my houſe in his way to Semanthe. 
Rage at that inſtant baniſhed prudence 
from my breaſt, and I determined either 
to make him refign his pretenſions to 
that lady, or loſe my life by his ſword. 
1 had no more time for reflection, the 
coxcomb entered, I received him very 
coldly, and then embraced Sprightly 
with the ſtrongeſt marks of affection. 
All this time Lord Modiſh was compli- 
menting my ſiſter in the higeſt ſtrains 
of flattery, ſwearing he never "ſaw a lady 
dreſſed in fo high a taſte fince he left 
Paris. Then turning to me he ſaid, Rat 
me, Cleanthes, if you are not metamor- 
phoſed into quite another creature. Paris 
is no doubt the only place to make 
pretty fellows, O madam, never marry 
23 man that has not travelled, there is 
ſomething ſo gay and polite in their be- 
haviour, that I am amaled a fine wo- 
man ſhould ever think of beſtowing her 
charms on a creature that never ſaw the 
world. Sir, anſwered Lucinda, as I have 
had none of thoſe advantages in my 
education, fear one of theſe accompliſhed 


gentlemen 
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gentlemen would deſpiſe me. I told her 


there were many ladies of her opinion, 


as for example, Semanthe. That is im- ö 


poſſible, cryed the- peer, for you muſt 
know fir Charles has made ſome over- 
tures for an alliance between his daugh- 
ter and me. To-morrow I am to have 
an interview with her, and then, if I 
don't convince her ſhe is in an error, call 
me the moſt ſtupid wretch that ever ex- 
iſted. My Lord, anſwered 1, laying my 
hand on my ſword, before you make 
your addreſſes to that lady, you muſt 
diſpatch me. Split me if I endeavour it, 
replied he, I am not tired of my life, 
therefore Sprightly let go my arm: up- 


on my honour ladies you may diſmits 


your fears, I have nothing ſavage in 
my nature; I will not kill Cleanthes for 
the ſake of a woman I never ſaw but 
once. Beſides, as he aſſures me ſhe has 
no taſte, confound me if I had not ra- 
ther live without her, than fight for her. 
Sprightly was rejoiced to find this affair 
would proceed no farther, and ſaid, Cle- 
anthes, you muſt allow there is goad 
ſenſe in this reſolution of my Lord. He 
has fairly conquered you and all your tribe 
of philoſophers. I ſce you cannot juſtify 
your behaviour, therefore let us try how 

1 
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we may ſerve you. I told him there were 
fo many difficulties to bar my happineſs, 
that I was all deſpair. Well, fays my 
Lord, that is incomprehenfible to me; 


thank heaven, I have a way of thinking 
| that keeps me in good humour with my- 


ſelf. Perhaps you will call this vanity, 
which will give me no fort of concern ; 
eaſe and pleaſure are my purſuits, which 


| to obtain, I conſtantly baniſh deſpair. 
| Dear Cleanthes, take my advice, and do 
not purſue this cruel fair, if ſhe treats 


you with ſcorn ; for I think a handſome 


| | young fellow of a good family, and a 


large fortune, muſt ever have a right to 


ct a juſt value on himſelf. But pray let 
vs into this dreadful affair that robs 
X you of your peace of mind. After I had 


made ſome excuſes for my behaviour, 
many ſchemes were formed that proved 
abortive; till at Jaſt *twas agreed they 
ſhould make their viſit to ſir Charles, on 


purpoſe to bring Sprightly and him ac- 


quainted. Accordingly they went, when 
diftering about ſettlements, my Lord 


Teturned to court, leaving me to the 


kflons of Mrs. Allgood, who told me 
from a ſedate and ſenſible man, I was 
become the ſlave of Cupid, Very true, 
madam, cry'd Sprightly ; but do not let 


us 
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us magnify his foibles. into crimes, but | 
endeavour to extricate him out of his 
preſent difficulties. J found fome relief | 
from his laſt words, as I knew he could 
conform himſelf to the humour of fir 
Charles, without giving himſelf much 
pain. at 
He fucceeded as I expected, he was al. 1 
lowed to converſe with the ladies. Se- 
manthe at firſt behaved with caution, 7 
fearing he was in the intereſt of Lord Mo- 
diſh. Iſabella, on the contrary, ſaw him 
young, handſome, and gay, the admired 
his wit and eaſy addreſs; her vanity would 
not ſuffer her to loſe ſuch a conqueſt. 10 
prevent a diſgrace of this nature, ſne 
Played all love's artillery againſt him; he 
law through her defign, and for ſome #7 
time kept ſtrict watch over his heart, tel 
ling me J had aſſigned him a very dan- 
gerous poſt, As to Semanthe, her good 
ſenſe and prudence muſt in time make 
me happy; bur added he, my trifling 
charmer, did ſhe know her power, the 
would uſe me like a ſlave, but that I will 
prevent if poſſible; thus he went on for 
ſome time. 1 found he was never caſy „ 
but at Sir Charles's; however, I took no 
ode; till one day I heard him atk Lu- 


cinda 


DW 2 


AND: SEMANT HE. 49 
cinda by what bubbling ſpring he ſhould 
find her woeful brother. 

Take care, cried I, that you never are 
in the ſame ſituation. Iſabella has 
charms, and you have a heart ſuſcepti- 
ble of ſoft impreſſions! They have not 
yet entirely deſtroyed my peace of mind, 


replied he; but to confeſs the truth, 1 
begin to fear this arch gypſie, for ſhe 


toſſes my heart about like a ſhittlecock. 
She has this day laviſhed away more wit 
upon me, than might have gained her ma- 
ny new lovers. The next time J ſee her, 
perhapsſhe will be profoundly grave, and 
complain of the ſtupid world; proteſting 
ſhe is tired of every body's company, and 
wiſhes for nothing ſo much, as to live 


| O 
alone in ſome delightful cottage ; where 


the might enjoy her own thoughts, un- 


moleſted by the ill-temper of tome, the 


melancholy of others, and the horrid 


diſappointments of a life paſt in the 
world, | „„ 

But now to our buſineſs: by the force 
of Semanthe's prayers and tears, I have 


drawn fir Charles into the moſt ſolemn 


engagements, never to force his daugh- 
ter to marry, till Lucinda gives her hand 
to another. But, not to trouble you with 
a thouſand circumſtances, J ſhall only 

YoL, ; D add; 
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add; ſoon after, Sprightly being oblig- 
to return to court, he diſcovered his 
paſſion to Iſabella, who, as ſhe was to 


part with him ſo ſoon, behaved like a 


reaſonable woman, which compleated 
her conqueſt, - The joy. ſhe ſhewed at 
receiving a letter from him, after the 
laſt battle, convinces me ſhe has more 
than a common regard for him, though 
ſhe will not own it. 

Sir Charles being abſent for ſome days, 
they were at liberty to make us a viſit, 
in which my Semanthe made me hap- 
py, by promiſing never to give her hand 
to another. Poor Lucinda has refufed 
the addreſſes of many young gentlemen, 
equal to her in birth and fortune, which 
gives me great pain; as her proſperity is 
as dear to me as my own. This is the 
poſture of our affairs, where you ſee there 
are many perplexing difficulties to be got 
over. | 

After I had thanked him for this mark 
of his confidence, I told him he had 
made me the moſt miſerable wretch up- 
on earth; that as he was both a lover 
and a friend, I hoped he would pity my 
diftreſs, when I declared his ſiſter's 
charms were not to be reſiſted, and that 
her virtues appeared in fo amiable a light, 

| that 
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that if I could not obtain her, I muſt 
be wretched, But Cleanthes, added 1, 
do not imagine me ſo loſt to the laws of 


friendſhip and gratitude, that I ſhould 


build my happineſs upon your ruin. Do 
but allow me to adore Lucinda, and here 
I ſolemnly proteſt, till Hymen's bands 
has united you to your Semanthe, I will 
not aſk you to give your ſiſter to my 
arms. 44 11095 I 
Generous Lorenzo! anſwered he, for- 
tune has led us into ſo perplexed a road, 
that, loſt in the intricate mazes of fate, 
we wander on, uncertain of our doom. 


In vain the mind collects her utmoſt force 


to baniſh paſſion from the human breaſt. 
Therefore, from this time, partake a 
brother's love; and may my ſiſter be the 
cement to unite us in the ſacred band of 


friendſhip! But ſay, Lorenzo, have 


you declared your ſentiments to Lucinda, 
or ſhall I diſcloſe the ſecret to her ? 

I then informed him of all that had 
paſſed. He told me, when once a young 
lady could be brought to hear the com- 
plaints of a lover, ſhe ſeldom failed to 


reward his ſufferings. But *tis now time 


to releaſe you from a tedious ſtory, where 
telf-intereſt made me too narrative. 


D 2 Lucin- 


7 ˙ ¹ w Ä— = 
— — — — 


= | ..CLEANTHES. 


Lucinda j joining us, he ſaid, contrary 
to my own maxims, I have deen perſe 
cuting Lorenzo with the hiſtory of our 
misfortunes, when, to my great ſurpriſe, 
J found him ſo deeply intereſted in your 
happineſs, that, for the future, I ſhall 
view him as the perſon deſtined to re- 
ward your virtues. Nothing could have 
damped the joy this declaration gave me, 
had not the confuſion of Lucinda filled 
me with a thouſand fears. Amazed I 
ſaw conflicting paſſions labour in her 
breaſt! No more the vernal bluſh adorn- 
ed her lovely face. In gentle drops, like 


morning dews, the ſilent tears deſcend- 


ed, as if impatient to revive the faded 


Nil. baniſhed from her cheeks. While 


her brother ran to call her attendants 
with eager haſte, I caught the trembling 
fair, ſuſtaining on my breaſt her droop- 
ing head, crying, alaſs! Lucinda, am I 
the object of theſe ſorrows? can you 
deſpiſe the heart that owns your power ? 
O ſpeak, and let me die the victim of 

your ſcorn | 
Ceaſe your complaints, replied the 
weeping maid, my brother's happineſs 
depends' on my reſolves; but no more ; 
he comes, and muſt not know the ſtorm 
that 
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chat threatens to deſtroy his hopes. Ear- 
ly to-morrow meet me in the neighbour- 
ing grove. There you. ſhall know 
the utmoſt malice of my fate. We then 
returned to the caſtle, moralizing on.the 
uncertainty, of all human felicities. 
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C HA P. VIII. 


TRACKED with numberleſs 

/ Y - conjectures. I wore out the night 
in uncertainty, that worſt of evils to the 
mind of man. At laſt, the gay appear- 
ance of the morn ſummoned me to ſeek 
the grove: there in cruel expectation I 
chid the lingering moments. In vainthe 
{un diſplayed his radient beams to adorn 
the rural ſcene. Deaf to the warbling 
ſongſters of the woods, penſive and fad, 
I ſought the thickeſt gloom, to indulge 
my imagination with unnumbered ills 
buried in fate's eternal volume, ſtil] caſt- 
ing around my eyes to explore each a- 
venue. At laſt ſhe came like ſome 
bright ſhepherdeſs, adorned with truth 
ahd innocence : I flew to meet her, cry- 
ing, Cruel Lucinda, why this delay ? 
time did indeed ſtand ſtill till you ap- 
peared to calm my troubled mind. 

Alas! Lorenzo, replied the gentle 
fair, what can a wretch denied the pow- 
er to act, impart to ſooth your ſorrow ! 
what though I confeſs ſomething more 
ſoft than even compaſſion ſeized me, 
when firſt I ſaw vou, almoſt breathleſs, 

on 
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on our ſhore! But leaſt you ſhould ſup- 
poſe ſome ſelfiſh paſſion governs my ac- 
tions, I here declare I will not make 
Cleanthes wretched! You know, fir- 
Charles is the cauſe of all our ſufferings! 
he aſſures me, if I do not determine to 
marry him in a month, he will give his 
daughter to one more ſuited to his wiſh- 
es than my brother. 

And will ſhe conſent! cried I, O ma- 
dam! you have thrown me from*the top- 
of human happineſs into an abyſs of mi- 
fery! Why muſt love and friendſhip 
both unite to torture me? I cannot bear 
to ſee Cleanthes caſt from his youthful 
hopes, to Janguiſh out his days in pin- 
ing diſcontent: but then, no words can' 
expreſs what I feel when I behold thee, 
thus wining ſoft, thus amiably mild, 
without diſguiſe, confeſſing thy partial 


Preference ro Lorenzo; then, then to - 


have thee forced from my deſiring eyes! 
it cannot be. But O! I rave! his age 
ſecures him from my juſt reſentment! 
How then can I defend thee; and, at 
the fame time, keep my faith inviolable 
to Cleanthes? Can bolts or bars deprive 
him of Semanthe? why does ſhe not 
leave her father to ſhare your brother's 
fortune? If thoughts of ſplendid trifles 

D 4 can 
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can retard her ſteps, ſhe is not worthy 
his Care. 

Lou judge too raſhly, cried Lucinda, 
the hapleſs fair one no ambition knows. 
My brother, ſtript of all his ample for- 
tune, would ſtill be dear to his Seman- 
the! But know, a ſolemn oath has paſt 
her lips, never to marry without her fa- 
ther's conſent. This is the ſource of all 
our miſery! but let us not diſpair : the 
bold rebellion that now threats our iſle, 
alarms his growling ſoul with fomething 
worſe than death! The loſs of his 
eſtate! Were that ſecure, the wretch 
would ſoon give up the cauſe of liberty. 
His eafy faith no perſecution fears; duc- 
tile his mind to each erroneous doctrine : 
credulous and falſe his ſervile ſoul could 
bear to bow to Bael, or the Pope's de- 
crees, —no matter which. From hence 
my hopes arriſe; the god of love can 
no ſuch votary own; he flies the cow- 
ard's breaſt; nor dwells. but in a brave 
and generous mind. Diſtracted with ten 
thouſand falſe alarms, he has ſent the 
neighbouring youth to beg my brother 
will lead them on againſt the barbarous 
foe. Juſt now I left him ſurrounded 
by a crowd of friends, debating on the 


means to ſerve their king and country. 
( And 
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And ſee, the noble youth approaches 
from him we ſhall learn the danger that 
now threatens this unhappy land, 

J hope 'tis not ſo great as you ima- 
gine, ſays Cleanthes; the guardian-angel 
of our iſle ſmoothed the rugged boſom 


of ſtern Neptune, and ſent the gentle 


gales to land Britannicus on his native 
ſhore, Sprightly informs me, our mo- 
narch received him with all the marks 
of paternal fondneſs, crying, for the pre- 
ſent, here let thy labours end; and leave 
this impious civil war to the faithful 
legions that ſupport my throne. Thx 
life would glut their impious thirſt of 
blood. But mark my juſt commands, 
when- honour calls thee to the field of 
battle, intrepid ſtand, and wait the com- 
ing danger. In honour's bed, the vic- 
tor's mead, 1s glorious death, or never- 
fading laurels: but when rebellion deals 
deſtruction round her, no cartel can be 
ſettled ; the royal youth would no di- 
ſtinction find but what prehemenence 
of miſery can grant: let this deter you 
from an impious war, more dire than 
herce Pharſalia's hoſtile field. Cæſar 
was generous, brave and wiſe z ambition 
was his only crime! raiſed to the height 
of all his wiſhes, no cruelty cer ſtained 

5 his 
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his conquering ſword; where'er his brave 
victorious eagles flew, he ruled the lands 
with mild and generous ſway, | 
Forgive me, fir, if I intreat you to 
recal your laſt commands, replied Bri- 
tannicus. Muſt I ſtand tamely here, and 
ſee theſe rebels deſpiſe your power, and 
abuſe your clemency? O] ſir, recal 
the time, . when foremoſt in the battle 
you ſought the foe, nor ſhunned a glo- 
rious death. Some of that ardor now 
inſpires my ſoul : like my great father I 
would gain renown, and cruſh this ſer- 
pent, before it gathers ſtrength from the 
falſe maxims of Theogenus. The weigh- 
ty cares of royalty demands the preſence 
df your majeſty; nor would the nation 
4 your life againſt a rude bandit- 
: but for me, removed from royalty 
and born a ſubjeR, my life muſt paſs 
away in vile obſcurity, ſhould you not 
ſuffer me to ferve my country and de- 
fend your rights. To you no ſuppliant 
ever fued in vain; therefore, thus pro- 
ſtrate at your feet, I beg you to believe 
a ſon of yours will never brook captivi- 
ty. A thouſand doors, when -once the 
battle rages, ate open to all- conquering 
death, ſhould victory forſake the juſter 
cauſe. To the gtim tyrant will J fly for 
: ſuccour ; 
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ſuccour; nor ſtain the annals of my an- 
ceſtors, by meanly begging my life of 
haughty Theogenus, or the court of 
France. 0 

The monarch finding his ſon ſo very 
importunate, gave an unwilling conſent, 
to the great joy both of the army, and 
indeed the greateſt part of the nation. 
The moſt diſtant countries ſend forth 
their hardy ſons to join our general who 
is ſet out for the north, which convinces 
me, Sprightly will not be able to ſnatch 
one moment from unrelenting fate to bid 
his charming Iſabella adieu; therefore, 
ladies, you muſt convince both her and 
Semanthe, that every tender paſſion mult 
obey the rigid laws of honour. The 
public good now forces me to leave the 
only object of my conſtant heart, with- 
out one laſt farewel; nor could ſhe e- 
ſteem me worthy of her love, ſhould 
J ſupinely live in eaſe and pleaſure, now 
when triumphant treaſon rears her horrid 
ftandard, guarded by enthuſiaſtic rage, 
falſe zeal, and cruel ſuperſtition. Our in- 
born foes too long have flouriſhed under 
the mild indulgence of our laws; but 
now, like pampered ſteeds, they break 
their bounds, and raſhly run upon their 


own deſtruction. Where'er their troops 


advance, 


60 CLEA NTH E'S 


advance, no more our fruitful- fields re- 


ward the tiller's care; driven from their. 
peaceful homes, each wretched. father 
leaves his faithful wife and tender infants, 


begging their lives from their inhuman 
foes. 


This is a piſture of our preſent miſery. 


Like wretched mariners toſſed on a boi- 
ſterous ſea, in vain we wiſh for. ſome 


ſmall cott, where we might live ſecure 
from every peril of the faithleſs ocean. 
That once obtained, the happy wander- 
er might have lain him down in free- 
dom's arms, till gentle ſleep, in pleaſing 
dreams ſoothed all his cares, by ſhew- 
ing him bright liberty was now his great 
protectreſs. O dreadful change | the glo- 
rious goddeſs diſappears, and in her room 
unnumbered dæmons wing the duſ- 
ky air urging fell Ate to lead on their 
lawleſs bands. In this diſtreſs, my king 
and country demand my lite therefore, 
io you, madam, and Lorenzo, I leave 
Lucinda and my dear Semanthe: re- 
member, on your conduct depends my 
happineſs, ſhould I return victorious 
but it the fatal ſiſters have decreed to 
cut my ſhort and brittle thread of life, 
then take Lucinda to your arms, and 
with Semanthe divide my fortune. 


Cleanthes, 
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Cleanthes, cried I, why do you com- 
mend your laws, When they have been 
ſo defficient as to allow ſo fatal a liberty 
to the enemies of your religion and. go- 
vernment? Would it not have been 
true policy, had you reſtrained the avow- 
ed deſtroyers of the public faith? Should 
they prevail, what ſeas of blood would 
they require to waſh away the ſtains 
which hereſy has brought on this unhappy 
land. But ſure a ſmall party of men re- 
moved from power, nor truſted with af- 
fairs of ſtate, can never be ſo blind as 
to pretend to ſubvert the Jaws of a brave 
and generous people! Believe me, Cle- 
anthes, ſoon as your army advances, they 
muſt ſubmit, and beg for mercy from 
his majeſty. . Suffer not falſe rumours to 
force you from Semanthe's charms : how 
can we protect her from a father's harſh 
commands? on our refuſing to reſign 
Lucinda, he may force his weeping child 
to give her hand to ſome more happy 
rival, By thoſe ſoft tears that fill the 
lady's eyes, by friendſhip's ſacred ties, 
and all the Jove you bear Semanthe, I 
conjure you to deſpiſe the foe, nor let 
us mourn your abſence, 


He 
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He replied, to guard Semanthe and 
my other friends from lawleſs power, is 
all I ak of heaven. But you, Lorenzo, 
Judge of men, as ſwayed by reaſon's laws; 
unknowing that the ſons of this degene- 
rated land, falfe to their country, now 
Join the factious party. Sunk in plea- 
ſure, and debafed by luxury, their ruin- 
ed fortunes drive them to violate thoſe 
laws, for whoſe defence their anceſtors 


ſo bravely fought. Could but the mar- 


ble monuments that now inſhrine their 
honoured bones, give up the mighty 
dead; how would they grieve to ſee 
their baſe inglorious ſons give up the 
cauſe of liberty! And would you have 
me live ignobly here, to wait the com- 
ing danger, when our general flies all 
all courtly pomp to free us from this 
bold rebellion ? Come, then, thou migh- 
ty genius of our iſle; ariſe, and with thee 
bring bright fame, as thy attendant. 
Let her ſhrill trumpet once again rehearſe 
the noble ſtand we have made to ſecure 
us from arbitraty power. Why then this 
fond delay ? my valiant friends expect 
their tardy chief, impatient till they join 
Britannicus, Adieu, my friends! ſooth 
poor Lucinda's ſorrows; but, above all, 
remember Semanthe is the miſtreſs of 

my 
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my ſoul! keep up my intereſt in the 


lovely mourner! tell her I go to reſcue 
her from every chain but that which 
gentle Hymen has prepared to unite Cle- 
anthes to his dear Semanthe. In vain I 
endeavoured to convince him of the in- 
diſpenſible duty I lay under to ſhare his 
danger, in defending a country where I 
hoped to paſs my life in tranquility.” He 
would by no means conſent; but left us 
fo over powered with grief, that we 
3 1 our time in great perturbation of 
mind. 


C HAP. 
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ic H A P. IX. 
N this 1 we. "fund FI wing 
of time was laden with care: every 
moment had woes of its own: rumour 
encreaſed our fears to ſo great a degree, 
that even letters from Cleanthes gave us 
but ſmall relief, as the danger {till re- 
mained. Alvaro, obſerving the ladies 
could not ſupport. this cruel. ſeparation, 
engaged the amiable Lovemore, who, 


though he had the greateſt friendſhip for 


Cleanthes, yet he had ſo much reſigna- 


tion and true Chriſtian philoſophy, that 
his arguments could not fail to convince 
our reaſon, without ſhocking our deli- 


cacy with long ſtories of other peoples 


bearing greater misfortunes than we had 
to ſtruggle with. 

After we had let him into the true 
Nate of our affairs, he ſaid, with ſome 
indignation, how depraved is human na- 
ture, when paſſion governs reaſon! Sure 
vanity 1s the ſource of all the evils we 
labour under; or how could ſir Charles 
imagine a young lady could conſent to 
live with a man of his age and infirmi- 
ties, I am ſorry I cannot ſerve you in 

| making 
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making him ſenſible of his folly ; bur 
were I to interfere ; his reſentment would 
know no bounds, as his pride makes him 
call advice contradiction, which he will 
not bear from a man not ſo rich as him- 
ſelf. Poor Semanthe, a petty tyrant in 
power, is always very inſupportable ! 
But don't deſpair, ſomething may happen 
to diſſipate theſe clouds, that now ſeem 
to intercept the ſun-ſhine of your fate. 

He left us, and we went to Seman- 
the, whom we ſtill found inconlolable 
for the loſs of her lover: ſhe could not, 
like her fair couſin, paint the dear Cle- 
arthes crowned with laurels, and return- 
ing in triumph, to lay his trophies at her 
feet: nor could all our rhetoric aſſuage 
her grief; till a letter from Cleanthes a- 
rived to confirm a report ſpread of the 
rebels flying before Britannicus and his 
victorious troops. Fired wich a juſt in- 
dignation at the dreadful havock theſe 
men have brought on every town thro' 
which they marched, freſh ardour ſeizes 
every breaſt; none wiſhes to return in- 
glorious home, but all preſs forward to 
purſue the flying foe. In this ſituation, 
added he, let not grief diſturb my dear 
Semanthe's ſoul: for if I fall in battle, 
honour attends me to my tomb; and : 
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1 live, thy love, I hope, will be my great 


reward. 
Though this news reſtored ſome peace 


to Semanthe, it proved the ſource of new 


troubles to Lucinda and me. Sir Charles, 


whoſe coward heart ſunk into abject fears 


on every ſtory raiſed by ignorant men, 


became ſo elevated, that he forgot the 


danger his country was expoſed to, and 
with a lightneſs inſeparable from weak 


minds, he gave a looſe to joy; perſe- 


cuting Lucinda, with his ill-timed paſ- 
ſion, which provoked me ſo highly, that 
torgetting common ſenſe and prudence, 


I took her hand and forced her from his 


arms, telling him, with great warmth, 


her brother had left her to my care; 


therefore I begged he would forbear his. 


addreſſes, till l was aſſured he approved 


of his paſſion. In great rage he flung 


out of the room, and bid his daughter 
follow him. 


You have deſtroyed all our ſchemes, 


cried Habella ; you know he will not 
bear contradiction. In the name of all 
the gods, what could you mean? or what 
had you to fear? you could not ſuppoſe 
Lucinda approved of his addreſſes: your 
vainity ought to have ſecured you from 
ſo raſh an action; the conſequence of 


which 
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which may be his forcing his daugh- 
ter to give her hand to lord Simple. 
Madam, ſays I, felf-condemned, I 
= ſtand before you: what a wretch has 
Cleanches truſted with his love and for- 
tune! O my Lucinda! how can I ever 
ſiee your brother's face! Could you re- 
cal time, you might perſuade him, I 
have no pretenſions to Lucinda; now 
tis impoſſible! he will ever view me as 
a hated rival. What can you do to re- 
treive this falſe ſtep ? indeed I am all de- 
ſpair, | 

You men, cried Iſabella, with all your 
boaſted ſtrength of judgment have no no- 
tion of winding yourſelves out of diffi- 
culties, but by deſperate means, which 
too often lead you to cut the knot you 
can't untie. Now my favourite ſcheme 
is negotiating, therefore, as J ſee ſir 
Charles and his daughter in the garden, 
I ſhould not deſpair of ſucceſs, could 
[ inſpire Lucinda with a little coquetry; 
but theſe prudent people are very hard 
to manage; they always Keep their eyes 
fixed upon one point, which they will 
not ſwerve from upon any conſidera- 
tion ee | | 


Lucinda 
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Lucinda declared ſhe was fo accuſ- 
tomed to let her heart correſpond with 
her tongue, that ſhe was quite a ſtranger 
to diſſimulation. How then could 
ſhe addreſs herſelf to that deteſted man, 
Prithee don't be childiſh, cried the other, 
they are as willing to be deceived as 
we: do but give yourſelf a few airs, and 
tell him, in a ſort of a pet, you was aſto- 
niſned to find he left the room, becauſe 
a gentleman, your brother had left a ſort 
of a guardian to you in his abſence, had 
forced you from him without your con- 
lent. Some ſuch thing, done with life 
and ſpirit, will begin a converſation, 
which done, leave the reſt to me. 
After waiting ſome time, I ſaw fir 
Charles, with an air of triumph, lead in 
Lucinda, ſaying, well, fir, the ladies 
have convinced me, you Italians have a 
Jealouſy in your nature not to be con- 
quered; therefore I forgive the inſult 
offered to a perſon of my dignity, as 1 
find it proceeded from the great regard 
you bear to. your friend Cleanthes, But 
know, if Lucinda is wiſe enough to 
yield to my propoſals, I will endow her 
with more wealth than any of your no- 
blemen can boaſt. On the contrary, if 
ſhe refuſes my alliance, you may aſſure 


fo 
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4 him from me, I will give my daughter 
to one ſuperior to him both in title and 
eſtate. 


With great ſedateneſs I begged him 


to conſider love was not to be com- 


manded, therefore it would be great in- 
juſtice to make his daughter's happineſs 
depend on Lucinda's conſent: that if he 
viewed mankind with an impartial eye, 
he would find Semanthe could not fix 
her regard on one more worthy to be his 
lon than Cleanthes, whoſe ſoul was en- 
riched with every virtue requiſite to dig- 
nify human nature, which ſet him in a 


more exalted light than moſt of the peers 
. of this rich and opulent kingdom could 


pretend to. That I knew, by experi- 
ence, every action of his life was govern- 
ed by juſtice and honour, to which TI 
might add, humanity and a boundleſs 
generoſity. Therefore l hoped, as he was 
now venturing his life in the defence of 
his country, he would, on his return, 
give him the lovely Semanthe to com- 
pleat his happineſs. 

Theſe are fine romantic notions, cried 
fir Charles, invented by the light-headed 
young fellows of this age, to captivate 
unwary girls, but I have lived too long 
in the world to be caught with ſuch 

| balts, 
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baits, experience having taught me tg 
prefer my own intereſt to all other con- 
ſiderations. If, by his perſuaſions, I can 


obtain his ſiſter, in return, my. daughter 
ſhall be his. If I cannot ſucceed with 


that lady, pray what uſe can I make of 1 


all his fine qualities? what is his honour 
and humanity to my purpoſe? and as 
to his boundleſs generoſity, as you call 
it, that may, in time, reduce him to 
beggary. This is my firm reſolution, 
ſo trouble me no more on that ſubject; 
for I am determined to be obeyed by 
my daughter, or ſhe ſhall feel all the re- 
ſentment of an enraged parent. 

Dear fir, ſays Iſabella, don't be ſo an- 
gry; I proteſt I could almoſt fancy my- 
ſelf at a tragedy, when, perhaps, it may 
end in a comedy. Cleanthes i is at a great 
diftance; you have nothing to fear from 
him; eſpecially as you have chpt my 
couſin's wings ſo cloſe, that ſhe cannot 
fly out of her cage, were ſhe ever ſo 
deſirous of liberty. I wiſh Sprightly was 
here, for I am tired of the ſolemnity that 
appears in every. face, Pray, dear Se- 
manthe, dry thy eyes, and conſider, tho' 
our affairs are bad, they might have 
been worſe, I ſee the ladies are prepar- 
ing to leave us, therefore ſhew ſome re- 

ſolution 


— * 3 * ? 

n 9 5 ee 

75 . 9 I 2 Os A Fg IS HE, S 2 
„ oo 


AND SEMANTHE. 71 


ſolution at parting z and then my uncle 
will, no doubt, let us return their viſit 
in a few days. 

I tell you I will not be governed, cri- 
ed ſir Charles, you ſhall ſubdue your 
ſtubborn hearts, and reſign your wills 
to mine, before I permit you to fly out 
of your cage. What do you think my 
brother would have ſaid, had he heard 
you play your wit upon me? Poor 
man, he little thought what a plague 
he had left me when he made me your 
guardian. 

Tis I that have reaſon to complain, 
cried Ifabella, as I am ſure my father 
did not ſell me to you for a flave. Mer- 
cy on me! if it were not for my life and 
ſpirits, I do believe you and all your fa- 
mily would have been errand drones : as 
to your daughter, ſhe would have dozed 
away one halt of the day, and the o- 
ther you would have taught her leſſons 
of patience, till the poor ſoul might 
have made a ſpecial upper ſervant to 
any fool of a lord you had recommend- 
ed. An evil nature actuated by paſſion, 
is not to be ſupported. Iſabella grew 
warm, which ſo terrified Semanthe, that 
Lucinda interpoſed, and ſucceeded - 

| well, 
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well, that he promiſed to forgive the 
ſaucy portneſs of Bell. 

I was no ſooner out of his Gghr than 
I threw off the maſk, and with great in- 
dignation painted out all his abſurdities; 
his dirty cunning in drawing his daugh- 
ter into an oath to deſtroy her own hap- 
pineſs, as well as that of her friends. 
'Such a wretch as fir Charles, cried Lu- 
.cinda, muſt be ignorant of the pleaſing 
ſenſations which love and ſriendſhip raiſe 
in a generous mind. Did not my bro- 
ther's "fate depend on his daughter, I 
would ſoon convince him, the ſuperior 
merit of Lorenzo has fixed my reſolu- 
tion to ſhare his fortune : let this de- 
claration ſecure your fears, and prevent 
you from placing me among the fickle 
part of my ſex, whoſe follies I deſpiſe. 
Inchanting maid, cried I, nature has 
formed thee, ſuperior to all the little 
vain fantiſtic arts the young and gay 
purſue; from this bleſt moment I will 
baniſh jealouſy from my tortured breaſt 
Alas! I rave! your brother's happineſs 
muſt prove my ruin! the criſis of my 
fate depends on his return. How can [ 
extricate myſelf out of the dire evils 
that threaten to overwhelm me? 
$4 | | Truſt 


EEE 


CA 
7 5 


AND SEMANT HE. 73 
Truſt to time, anſwered ſhe, he with 
anwaried pace, flies on in an eternal 
round, preſenting lucky hours to mortal 
man, which once lay buried in futurity: 
to him reſign yourſelf, nor waſte the 
preſent moments in brooding over ills 
that never may happen, Was J to in- 
dulge each womaniſh fear that crouds 
for entrance in my coward breaſt, I ſhould 
be wretched in the abſence of my bro- 
ther. 

Sure, cried I, ſome bleſſed angel has 
inſpired thy tongue to baniſh fell diſpair 
from my afflicted mind; while, in her 
room, the god of love, with all his ſmil- 
ing train of joys and young deſires, at- 
tend to bring glad Hymen with his flam- 
ing torch, to lead Cleanthes and myſelf 
to his gay temple, there to compleat our 
happineſs. No more I will ſuſpect the fic- 
kle goddeſs Fortune! my place upon her 
ever-changing wheel depends on a ſupe- 
rior power. Lucinda is the miſtreſs 
of my fate! let her but ſmile, no 
danger ſhall diſmay me! how ſoon my 


mind is off her guard. Mounted on 


fancy's wings, like the luxuriant bee, I 
have ſipped from every flower the fra- 
grant ſweet, unmindful of the baleful 


ſerpent that lay hid vehind the gaudy 
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ſcene. But, O! it cannot laſt! Reaſon 
returns to baniſh hope, and ſhew each 
peril that attends my daring flights! Cle- 
anthes is the man my ſoul approves] 
his virtues flouriſh freſh and fair! no time 
can cer efface the love and gratitude I 
owe him. ä 

Surrounded with numberleſs difficul- 
ties, we ſuffered the midnight hours to 
ſteal upon us unperceived, which forced 
me to reſign the ladies to the god of ſleep. 
In vain I flew to him for relief! No 
balmy flumbers cloſed my eyes, till the 
bright herald of the morn with chearful 
ſongs proclaimed the approaching day 
*rwas then all perturbation left my tioub- 
led breaſt, and tweet repoſe uſurped the 
ſeat of fancy. 
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N my coming down one morn- 

| met Alvaro, with fo deje&- 

ed a countenance, that I aſked haſtily 
what was the matter? Sir, anſwered 
he, that queſtion ſurpriſes me! do I not 
ſee you involved in all the misfortunes 
of this family? I am far from blaming 
your paſſion for Lucinda, or your friend- 
ſhip for Cleanthes; they-deſerve it from 
you. All I would beg of you, is not 
to let them engroſs your whole atten- 
tion. How can you ſo intirely forget all 


your youthful companions, your mother 


and your country? Does it give you no 
pain when you reflect on ail the con- 
nections you had in that once famous 
city? but above all, how do you intend 
to ſettle your affairs? 

You ate too ſevere in your cenſures, 
cried I, for you may be aſſured all theſe 
conſiderations by turns torment me; nor 
can J extricate myſelf out of my diffi- 
culties without your aſſiſtance. Tis on- 
ly you, my Alvaro, that can fell my 
eſtate: you know cardinal Albina wants 
to purchaſe one, mine will ſuit him as 
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tis near Rome: that done, there will be 
no difficulty in remitting the money 


hither. But then, as you value my peace 


of mind, uſe al] your intereſt to perſuade 
my mother to come and ſettle herſelf 
in this land of liberty; where ſhe may 
enjoy her religion without moleſtation; 
and pray convince her no arguments 
ſhall be uſed to perplex her with 
doubts. FIRE 
Could I hve ſecure in that ſuperſti- 
tious city, replicd Alvaro, I would readi- 
ly comply; but if, by any chance, it 
ſhould be known, that TI am what they 
call a heritic, my death muſt certainly 
be the conſequence of the divine pre- 
cepts of Mr, Lovemore, whoſe reaſons 
J think of ſuch force, that they would 
even convert the Pope himſelf, would 
he hear him with patience: therefore af- 
ter I have conſulted that good man, as 
to my behaviour, you may depend upon 
my utmoſt endeavours to ſerve you. 
After we had laid the caſe before him, 
he declared he could not apprehend there 
was ſo much danger in the affair, as he 
ſaw no reaſon he could have to declare his 
ſentiments, even to my mother; but at 
this time, added he, I can be of ſome ſer- 
vice to you: Lord Eaſy, who was a 
Dh pupil 
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pupil of mine, ſets out for Rome in a 
few days: at my requeſt, I know he 
will take Alvaro under his protection, 
and then I do not fear but this affair may 
be ſettled to all your ſatisfactions; in the 
mean time do not let the cares and diſap- 
pointments of this uncertain ſtate weigh 
down your ſpirits in ſuch a manner, as 
to make you deſpair of ſucceſs in all you 
undertake. 

He then begged an account of our laſt 
viſit to fir Charles. Lucinda diſplayed. 
Semanthe's ſorrow, Iſabella's wit, and my 
jealouſy, in ſo lively a manner, that he 
very politely told her, he fancied the re- 
preſentation was much more pleaſing than 
when performed by the different actors; 
but he declared he could not think my 
tears were well-grounded, as he had heard 
ali the ladies in the French court ca- 
reſſed cardinal Fleury; and yet he be- 
lieved, no one man harboured an uneaſy 
thought upon his account, though he 
was a more formidable rival than fir 
Charles, as he had every requiſite to 
make him agreeable in converſation : 
but ſtill love and age in the ſame per- 
ſon muſt ever render him very ridicu- 
lous. And now, to ſpeak in the phraſe of 
you lovers, the queen of beauty and her 
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wanton ſon, will never ſuffer her faireſt 
votaries to be led in chains by ſo capri- 
cious a tyrant as fir Charles. 

Had I your patience and reſignation, 
cried I, they might enable me to raiſe 
my mind above the croſs aceidents of 
this world, but now 'tis impoſſible, | 
cannot ſuppoſe my affairs ſettled, Al- 
varo and my mother arrived fate in 
this iſland. Nay, ſhould Cleanthes re- 
turn victorious, what difficulties to over- 
come, before I could call Lucinda mine? 

To add to all the gloomy ideas that 


| Roated in my brain, in came my evil 


gen:us, fir Charles, who, in his auk- 
ward manner, told her *twas impoſſible 
he ſhould live without ſeeing her, and 
he hoped he was come in a lucky time 
ro fix the day, as he ſaw there was a par- 
fon ready to knit the knot. 

Lovemore obſerving our diſtreſs, re- 
plied with great mildneſs, he was afraid 
he ſhould not have that honour, as he 
knew the lady was under too much. con- 
cern for her brother, to think of dil- 
poling of herſelf, till his return; 
therefore, if he pleaſed to. conſider, 
he woukl find it an unreaſonable re- 


queſt. 


And 
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And pray, ſir, ſays the other, who 
authoriſed you to tell me ſo? thank God, 
L am not prieſt-rid, nor ever will; and 
ſo I ſhall proceed as I think proper, 
without your conſent. Beſides, with all 
your wiſdom, if ſhe ſhould loſe her bro- 
ther, ſhe would want a protector; and 
if he returned, he would not be diſpleaſed 
to ſee his ſiſter in my poſſeſſion, as I 
{tould certainly give him my daughter. 
That would indeed be an ineſtimable 
gift, replied Lovemore, as their affec- 
tions are engaged to each other; for 
without that tie, marriage is but an un- 
comfortable ſtate; which makes me 
conclude, you are convinced the young. 
and blooming Lucinda prefers you to all. 
her other admirers, or ſure a man of ſir 
Charles's experience would not continue 
to make his addreſſes to her. If this is 
the caſe, I muſt ſay you are the molt. 
happy man I ever knew ot your time: 


of life. 


With great indignation fir Charles 
told him, it was no wonder he deſpiſed 
riches, as he had been bred up in narrow 
notions, and then thruſt into a little cor- 
ner of the world, where he had con- 
verſed with nothing but old muſty au- 
thors and boys: but for his part, he had 
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always lived in grandeur, and knew few 
ladies would reject a man of his fortune, 
though a little advanced in life, which he 
fo injuriouſly pointed out; but he de- 
ſpiſed his malice, and would have him 
to know, magnificent houſes, fine equi- 


Pages, rich attire, and ſparkling jewels 


to attract the eyes of beholders, mult al- 
ways be preferred by a woman of ſenſe, 
to what he called a comfortable ſubſiſt- 
ence with ſome young jackanapes, who, 


after a few vears, would perhaps deſpiſe 


her, and then leave her immerſed in all 
the painful cares of domeſtic poverty, 
This he fuppoſed might ſuit ſome peo- 
ples taſte, as it would give them an op- 
portunity of ſhewing their philoſophy 
and moral rectitude, mixed with a pride 
and vanity not to be accounted for. 
There is no anſwering any gentleman, 
cried Lovemore, whoſe poſſeſſions ſer 
him above reaſon, and make him look 
down upon all thoſe that move in a 
ſphere beneath him; not conſidering true 
greatneſs of mind conſiſts in valuing men 
according to their merit, let their cir- 
cumſtances be ever ſo mean : but as equa- 


lity is the life of converſation, and that: 


can never be the caſe between {ir Charles 


and me, I will return to my humble ha- 


biration 
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bitation, where I am ſure to meet with 
content; for as fortune is not in my 
power, IJ will be as little as poſſible 
in hers. He then took his leave of ſir 
Charles with a cold reſpect, and of Lu- 
cinda with great marks of eſteem. 

Sir Charles, with a ſcornful lmile, ſaid, 
don't you think, madam, I was in the 
right to humble that ſaucy prieſt, for 
pretending to deter me from making my 
addreſſes, becauſe I am ſome years older 
than you ? but I know you are too wiſe 
to mind his old-faſhioned maxims of 
union of hearts and love before mar- 
rage. Come, clear that diſcontented 
brow, and tell me you will comply with 
my requeſt, and then I ſhall be Ab 

You have given me great pain indeed, 
fir Charles; I could hardly bear to ſee 
you uſe that worthy man ſo roughly, for 
only talking reaſon! to you. What muſt 
I expe& if I was your wife? ſuch an 
overbearing temper mult make me 
wretched : therefore, if you value my 
good opinion, learn a more eaſy manner 
of converſing with thoſe you may think 
beneath you; for you may be aſſured, 
good ſenſe, humanity, and integrity of 
heart, are of more real value than riches 
and honours without them: and as to 
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the ladies, I do inſiſt upon ſeeing them 
when I pleaſe. Theſe preliminaries ſet- 
tled, I may in time hope to find you 
more. worthy my eſteem ; till then, do 
not perſecute me with a paſſion I cannot 
yet return; nor is it juſt in you to maks 
your daughter miſerable, till I bribe you 


to make her happy, by giving myſelf 


and fortune into your power. 

Sir Charles ſtood like one thunder- 
ſtruck for ſome moments, and then told 
her, he ſaw her father- confeſſor had filled 
her head- with romantic notions of Jove; 
or why was he treated in fo injurious a 
manner? that though he- regarded her 
more than any thing in this world, yet 
he would: not live a woman's ſlave, nor 
loſe the pleaſure of revenging her il! 
uſage upon Cleanthes; and as for Se- 
manthe, the fickleneſs of her ſex, with 
the company of a new lover, would 
ſoon baniſh Cleanthes from her heart. 
Therefore, if ſhe had any regard for 
her brother's peace of mind, ſhe mult 
give him her hand, and promiſe to be 


leſs cruel for the ente. 


Lucinda was ſo frighted at his menace, 


that ſhe ſuffered him to take a more 


obliging leave of her than ſhe intended; 
but he was no ſooner gone, than ſhe 
3 ſhed 
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| ſhed a torrent of tears, lamenting the 
wretched fituation ſhe was reduced to. 
By degrees we brought her to a more 
compoſed temper of mind, though ſtill 
very melancholy. Some days were paſſed 
fince we had either ſeen or heard from 
fir Charles, which made us fear his re- 
ſentment might lead him into ſome 
ſchemes deſtructive to Cleanthes : at laſt, 
Lovemore introduced lord Eaſy, who 
very politely told me he was ſo well 
acquainted with my virtues and mis- 
fortunes, that I might depend on his 
making Alvaro his peculiar care. Lu- 
cinda entered with ſo dejected an air, 
that lord Eaſy was ſtruck with her ap- 
pearance, and ſaid, beauty in diſtreſs de- 
manded compaſſion from the molt lavage 
hearts; therefore, madam, let me beg 
you to moderate your grief til] . your 
brother's” return; his good ſenſe and 
ſteady reſolution will find out ſome me- 
thod to extricate you out of your diffi- 
culties ; but I know Lovemore is impa- 

tient to hear how fir Charles behaved 
after he left you. | 
The ferocity of that man's temper, 
cried I, is not to be deſcribed ; even 
Lucinda became the object of his ill 
manners, for no one reaſon but her giv- 
E © ing 
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ing Mr. Lovemore the character he de- 
ſerves. 

Jam ſorry, ſaid the benevolent man, 
that I ſhould be the innocent caule of 
new vexations to any one of this com- 
pany. 
pride and ill- nature, which never can 
give me a moment's pain, but as it con- 
cerns the peace of my friends. He then 
begged lord Eaſy would make him a 
viſit, that they might learn what temper 
he was in. I will readily comply with your 
requeſt, ſaid my lord; though I confeſs I 
have no hopes of any perſon whoſe reſent- 
ments are ſo violent, that they get the 
better of any friendſhips they can con- 
tract; nay, I fear even paternal] love will 
not ſecure his affections to his daughter: 
but be that as it will, you may com- 
mand me. 

Accordingly he ſet out, and found 
fir Charles indiſpoſed, conſequently very 
crols and peeviſh. The firſt compli- 
ments over, lord Eaſy turned the diſ- 
courſe upon the great merit of Clean- 
thes, who, like a true patriot, was ven- 


turing his life for the good of his coun- 


try. I cannot fee ſo much in his beha- 
viour as your Jordſhip expreſſes; he has 
a large ſtake in the hedge, which he 
does 


Poor creature! I pity him for his 


AND SEMANTHE. 8 
does not care to part with any more than 
myſelf; beſides, he is but one of great 
numbers, who have as much merit to 
plead as he can pretend to; but I ſup- 
poſe your lordſhip has been with Love- 
more, who paints ime like a many-headed 
monſter, becauſe I will not let him go- 
vern me: but as I am no child, I ſhall 
take the liberty of diſpoſing of Seman- 
the as I pleaſe, and not as he directs ; and 
if your lordſhip will do me the favour 
to tell him I deſpiſe his plots, I ſhall be 
much obliged to you. | 

J believe, ſaid lord Eaſy, I ſhould 
find no great difficulty in convincing 
him that ſir Charles Wealthy views all 
the exalred virtues of his mind in the 
injurious light that paſſion and prejudice 
have fixed in his imagination: bur as I 
have no right to interfere in your affairs, 
I only wiſh you may make both your— 
ſelf and the fair 'Semanthe happy. 

On his return he related this conver- 
ſation, when fixing his eyes upon Lu- 
cinda, he ſaid, ſure, madam, your charms 
have worked a miracle, or how could 
a ſoul void of every ſocial virtue, feel 
the power of beauty ? don't be jealous, 
Lorenzo, for though I own every attrac- 

tive 
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tive grace that adorns her perſon, yet J 
mult confeſs it is her mind that ſtrikes 
me with admiration, when I conſider the 
ills ſhe ſuffers, in complianee to the ſa- 
cred laws of friendſhip. But what are 
theſe refined notions to à wretch that 
hates Cleanthes: and Lovemore, for no 
other reaſon, but that their exalted fouls 
move in a conſtant ſteady courſe of mo- 
rality, without the paultry pride, and 
il governed rancour, that makes him 
the object of contempt and ſcorn; nor 
do I ſee how you can mollify his fierce 


unrelenting temper. However, I do not 


find he has any new projects to add to 
your miſery; and, what is very ftrange, 
he does not ſuſpect Lorenzo's having 
any pretenſions to Lucinda. It is Love- 
more's: advice that alarms him; for as 
to diſparity of years and a diſagreeable 
perſon, vanity has reconciled him to all 
that can be ſaid to diſſuade him from 
his pretenſrons. 

After much diſcourſe on this head, 
the converſation turned upon the news 
arrived at court of a great victory gained 
over the rebels; but, added he, when I 
ſet out, there was no account of the 
killed and wounded, Lucinda, rouſed 

; from 
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from the thoughts that had engroſſed 
her mind for ſome days, ſaid with a deep 
ſigh, alas, my brother! who;knows but 
death has robbed us of that deſerving 
youth? Mr. Allgood told her, it would 
be time enough to mourn, when ſhe was 
certain of. ſo dreadful a loſs. | 
After lord Eaſy had taken leave of us 
in the moſt graceful. manner, the mo- 
ment arrived. when I was to part with 
Alvaro, who, from my infancy, had been 
a faithful mirror, that had ſhewed me 
my errors in ſo juſt a light, that, not- 
withſtanding the impetuoſity. of my tem- 
per, he never flattered my paſſions, nor 
told me my faults in ſo ſhocking a man- 
ner as to make me aſhamed. to own. 
them, and at the ſame inſtant reſolve to 
guard againſt them for the future. But 
now this conſtant guide was to leave me, 
and expoſe himſelf to new dangers on 
my account. This conſideration made 


me embrace him as my father; and, in 
return, I ſaw his manly breaſt was ſhook. 


with ſorrow, while on my cheek the ſi- 
lent tear deſcended, I caught the ſoft in- 


fection; *rill. rouſed from the grief that 


had ſeized him, he ſaid, O, ſir, let pru- 
dence and. fortitude ſupport you. through 
1 all 
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all the misfortunes you are now involved 
in. Ladies, added he, may every bleſ- 
ſing attend you! I know my dear Mr. 
Lovemore and Mr. Allgood will be con- 
ſtant guides to fair Lucinda's inexpe- 
rienced years: to their protection J re- 
ſign my Lorenzo; and now, my lord, I 
am ready to attend you. 

As we could none of- us bid him 


farewell, we ' ſtood gazing at the coach 
*rill it was out of fight. Lovemore had 


faid every thing proper to make me ſub- 


mit to what could not be avoided ; even 


my Lucinda ſeemed to forget her own 
ſorrows, to make me bear the oppreſſive 
load of grief that ſeized me, whien J 
conſidered fir Charles's paſſion for Lu- 
cinda, her brother's danger, the conſter- 
nation that would overwhelm my mo- 
ther, and all my friends, when they ſaw 
Alvaro return without me. However, I 
bore up pretty well *cill I retired, and then 
J was convinced a cool head and a warm 
heart ſeldom meet in the ſame perſon; for 


I immediately fancied lord Eaſy's com- 


aſſion for Lucinda could proceed from 
nothing leſs than love, and if fo, he was 
indeed a very formidable rival. Thus 
induſtrious to torment myſelf, I gave 

| way 
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way to the natural jealouſy of my tem- 
per. Theſe reflections redoubled my diſ- 
treſs, and at laſt I concluded I was cer- 
tainly the moſt unfortunate man breath- 
ing. But you will find the next day was 
productive of new ſorrows, that had like 
to have plunged us into deſpair. 
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| HE next day a ſervant informed 
me a gentleman named Belmour 
was come from his maſter, and deſired 
to ſpeak with me in the Park; but that 
the ladies muſt not yet know of his 
arrival. Terrified at his words, I cried 
out, good heaven! what is his bufineſs ? 
where is Cleanthes ? come, conduct me 
to this dreadful meſſenger of fate ; ima- 
g1nation is too buly in tormenting me. 
I ſoon ſaw a man with a dejected air 
advance to meet me; we ſtood ſilent 
ſome moments; then, with a ſigh, he 
ſaid, Sir, I come to mourn with you a 
victory, that may ſtill rob us of the 
brave and generous Cleanthes. I beg 
you will not keep me in ſuſpence, but 
tell me what hope there is of his reco- 
very. The ſymptoms were more fa- 


vourable when he inſiſted on my leaving 


him, to give you a. relation of all that 
has paſſed ſince the laſt engagement: 
bur alas, fir, how can 1 baniſh your fears, 
when abſence increaſes my own! that 
too daring youth, prodigal of life, fol- 


lowed Bitannicus through all the dangers 
| os. 
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of uncertain war. Victory attended our 
arms; but in the laſt engagement, Cle- 
anthes, when the battle raged, obſerving 
an audacious villain level his piece at 
Britannicus, ſtruck with horror at the 
ſight, Cleanthes killed the wretch; which 
ſo enraged his followers, that, over- 


powered by numbers, he bravely fell, 


and muſt have been murdered, had not 
a party ſent by the prince, brought off 
the wounded hero. With grief of heart 
I faw the man who had ſnatched me 
from all the follies of unwary youth, 
carried like a lifeleſs corps to his tent, 
where I had no hopes of his recovery, 


till Britannicus came attended by fur- 


geons. O, fir, had you ſeen the ſorrow that 
appeared in every” face, when we beheld 
his gaping wounds, you would have pi- 
tied our diſtreſs! Pain brought him to his 
ſenſes, when fixing his eyes on our ge- 
neral, he ſaid, young prince, farewell; 
glory can charm no more; with joy I 


leave my country under your protection: 


may conqueſt attend your arms, while 
bravely you defend our liberty and laws. 
And, O good heaven! grant my laſt re- 
queſt, that every brave and valiant ſol- 
dier may, like me, ſacrifice his life to 
ſave Britannicus I can no more, dark- 
neſs o*'ertakes me, and I ſink to reſt. 


This 


| 
| 


HS DAS ASC SR. + 


1 
= 
. 
1 
4 
3 
"4 
y 
% : 
4 
5 
4 
: 
: f . 


92 CLEEANTHES: - 

This ſaid, he fainted in my arms, 
With what compaſiion did the prince 
behold the almoſt dying Cleanthes! cry- 
ing, too cruel fate! why wilt thou rob 
me of ſo true a mirror? no flattery ever 
ſtained his manly ſenſe ; truth and ho- 
nour ſhone conſpicuous in his face, un- 
like the tribe of fawning courtiers, me- 
rit in rags ſtill found in him a patron: 
true to the intereſt of his country, her 
freedom was his ruling paſſion, O that 
tome ſkilful artiſt, with his medicinal 
drugs, could yet recall the flitting foul, 
to ſhare with me the honours of this 
day! but if it is otherwiſe decreed, his 
ſacred relicks ſhalt be folemnly interred 
among the famous heroes of our iſle. 

Soon after his ſenſes returned, but 
then he continued ſo extremely ill, that 
for ſome time his life was deſpaired of. 


As I ſeldom left him, I often heard him, 


In a low and trembling voice, complain 
of his wretched fate, which would not 


permit him to die in the arms of his 


dear Semanthe. Amazed to find his 
ſteady foul fettered in Cupid's ſilken 
bands, and finding his melancholy re- 
tarded his cure, I ſaid, to you, Clean- 


thes, I owe every bleſſing I enjoy; by 
your advice I left the flowery road where 
pleaſure. 
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pleaſure dwelt, to follow wiſdom's ſtern 
decrees : nor can you forget the bitter 
conflicts I endured, when you inſiſted on 
my leaving that triumphant beauty, that 
falſe though fair Italian. Skilled in all 
the ſubtleties of woman, the blooming 
hypocrite deceived my unſuſpecting na- 
ture. Deaf to honour's call, I ſtill had 
fived a ſlave to beauty, had not you, my 
friend, recalled my wandering reaſon; it 
was then I liſtened to your precepts, and 
tore my heart from the too lovely per- 


jured fair. How then do you acquit 


yourſelf of a weakneſs which you con- 
demn in others? You miſtake the cauſe 
of my unhappineſs; had guilt or falſe- 
hood ever ſtained my dear Semanthe's 
ſoul, with eaſe I ſhould regain my free- 
dom. But, believe me, her lovely face 
1s but the tranſcript of her mind, to ſhew 
the beauteous gueſt that is lodged within. 

Convinced by his arguments, I con- 
ſented to leave him, to learn from you 
the true ſtate of your affairs. 

Iſabella joining us, ſhe appeared the 
very child of ſorrow ; crying out, O 
Lorenzo, I am in the greateſt diſtreſs ; 
I cannot ſee Lucinda, a letter from 
Sprightly informs me Cleanthes is dead 
of the wounds he received in the laſt 


battle. 


04 CLEANTHES 
battle. Poor Semanthe will loſe her ſenſes 


by the inhumanity of her father, who, 
with an air of triumph, told her, heaven 


had now puniſhed her diſobedience to 


him. | 

Infamous wretch | ſaid Belmour; he 
lives to reward her virtue. Fly, ma- 
dam, and bring the lovely mourner, 
that I may convince her, crowned with 
conqueſt and renown, he will ſoon re- 
turn, to lay his trophies at her feet. 

As he ftill lives, anſwered Ifabella, 
how did falſe rumour fpread this fatal 
news, to wound the tender heart of his 
Semanthe? or how could Sprightly be 
deceived ? 

I can eaſily account for his miſtake, 
ſaid Belmour, as he went in purſuit of 
the rebels; therefore let not your fears 
for him damp your riſing joy. We have 
driven them to their caves and dens, 
where want muſt be their. ſad compa- 
nions: this done, the prince returned to 
court, and with him Sprightly. 

Iſabella, with her uſual chearfulneſs, 
told him, had the famous Delphic oracle 
diſcloſed ſuch happy tidings, the riches 
of the world had been too poor a gift 
for gratitude to pay. 

c . Here 
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Here the ladies, impatient to know the 


cauſe of my abſence, approached us with 
conſternation painted in their faces aſk- 
ing haſtily, if that gentleman was not 
come from Cleanthes? After they had 
been informed of all that had paſſed, 
Lucinda ſeemed wracked with a thouſand 
fears for the fate of a beloved and ten- 


der brother. | | 


In this diſtreſs we arrived at Wealthy 
Place, where we found Semanthe tremb- 


ling and pale, as if the griſly king of 


terrors had then appeared, to ſnatch her 
from the world. 
Struck with the dignity of this mourn- 


ing beauty, Belmour ſaid, charming fair! 


in pity to your ſufferings, heaven has 
ſpared the brave Cleanthes, to ſhew the 
admiring world, virtue is its peculiar 
care, Suffer not then a father's harſh 


commands to fright the god of love 


from your ſoft boſom : this moment ſeize 
blind fortune by the treſſes, and fly with 
me to lov'd Cleanthes's arms. Deſpiſe 
the little narrow forms which cuſtom has 
eſtabliſhed, to lead the female mind in 
abject chains. | Like the firſt beauteous 


form that charmed our noble anceſtor, 


your preſence would relieve his anxious 
cares, and raiſe. his drooping ſpirits. 
| Your 
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Your friendſhip for Cleanthes, replied 
ſhe, hurries you beyond the bounds of 
reaſon. Alas, a ſolemn oath has paſſed 
my lips, never to give my hand, till 
my father ratifies my choice by his con- 
ſent : then how can I eſcape the dread- 
ful ſtorm that now ſeems ready to fall 
on my devoted head ? but tel] Cleanthes, 
dear as he is, my ſoul can bear misfor- 
tune's pointed ſting, as long as I am 
innocent of fraud. 

On fir Charles's coming in, 1 
told him, he came from Cleanthes, to 
wiſh him joy of the defeat of the rebels; 
adding, nothing but the weak ſtate of 
his health could have prevented him from 
coming to lay his laurels at Semanthe's 
feet. | 
Perhaps, ſaid fr Charles, he might 
have been forced to take them up again 
with diſgrace, without his ſiſter had de- 
termined to comply with the conditions 
I propofed to him. 

Belmour, whoſe'paſſions too bfren got 
the better of his judgment, ſwore ſo- 
lemnly it was the moſt unreaſonable re- 
queſt he ever heard of. Where could he 
find a man ſo worthy of his daughter as 
Cleanthes ? but ſome people were blind 
to the good that courts them. You are 
1 Fry: 
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| AND SEMANT HE. 97 
very clear ſighted into what does not con- 
cern you; but I won't be bullied. I 
know my own intereſt, which tells me 
Lucinda muſt be mine, or elſe J will 
diſturb their happineſs, as ſweet revenge 
is in my power. rf 3001 | 
A profound filence enſued; the ladies 
burſt into tears: in this diſtreſs we heard 
a great noiſe in the hall. Sir Charles bid 
them for ſhame dry their eyes, or his ne- 
phew would wonder what was the matter. 
Immediately after in bounced a tall 
handſome young fellow booted and ſpur- 
red, with an open cheartul countenance. 
Heyday ! cried he, what's here to pay ? 
three pretty girls in tears! o'ds heart, 
uncle, Ill be hanged if you have not 
been ſcolding at them : come, confeſs the 
truth, is it not ſo? | | | 
I am not obliged to anſwer your im- 
pertinent queſtions; but if you muſt 
know the cauſe, Semanthe is crying for 
a huſband ; Iſabella, becauſe ſhe cannot 
coquet with all the coxcombs in the 
country; and as to the charming Lu- 
cinda, ſhe, I ſuppoſe, is ſorry that it is 
in my power to force her to marry a 
man that will make her happy. 
And pray, fir, how came you by that 
power? is Cleanthes dead, and has he 
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left you her guardian ? if ſo, I am very 
forry for it, as he was a very clever 
man. Alas! I fear he was killed in the 
laſt battle. 

- You need not give yourſelf any un- 
ealineſs about him, he is not dead; and 
yet I will not give up my power; if 1 
ſhould, they know the conſequence. 

By Jupiter! III have no ſuch doings : 
you ſhall not force her to marry any 
body, for I will defend her 'till her bro- 
ther comes home.. Therefore, madam, 
dry your tears, and name the perſon that 
perſecutes you ; and if I do not make 
him give- up his pretenſions, then ſay 
Bob Ruſtick is no good ſportſman ; and 
as to Semanthe, if ſhe will take me for 
better for worſe, I will ſettle my whole 
eſtate upon her, with Ruſtick Hall into 


the bargain z nor will I leave Bell out of 


my ſcheme, for ſhe ſhall live with us, 
and coquet as much as ſhe pleaſes. Why 
what the devil is the matter? the ladies 
are more inconſolable than ever, and my 
uncle is flown away more like a fury 
than a man; and yet I am ſure J have 
ſaid no harm. Dear Bell, unravel this 


myſtery. 


Weil, replied Iſabella, you may be 


an excellent ſportſman, for aught I know, 
5 | but 
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AND SEMANTHE. 99 
but I'll be ſworn you are no conjuror ; 
if you had, you. would have found our 
that your uncle is in love with Lucinda 
himſelf. | | $5.4 

That is impoſſible; no, no, you ſhall 
never perſuade me that it could coſt her 
one tear, to diſmiſs half a ſcore ſuch 
old fouls as he. Why let me ſee, my 


mother was fifry-four the ninth of laſt 
May, and this brother of hers is five 


years older than ſhe. How then can he 


ſuppoſe a pretty young creature of eigh- 
teen, with a large fortune, will lay it 


out to purchale ſuch an antiquated piece 


of houſhold ſtuff as he? Pray, ladies, 
tell me the truth; for as to Bell, ſhe 
has too much wit to anſwer a plain queſ- 
tion; *tis impoſſible ſhe ſhould be under 
any fort of concern on his account. 

Always in the wrong, cried Iſabella, 
becauſe you never think; if you did, 


you would perceive there was, a poſſibi- 
lity of Cleanthes and Semanthe being in 
love with each other; how then can he 
obtain your couſin, without tacrificing 


his ſiſter to your uncle? 

Ho, ho! now I ſmoke the affair. O 
lud ! what will this world come to ? bur 
I have a plot that may ſet all right. 

Hos 2 | There 


100 CLEANTHES 

There is a tenant of mine that has 3 
fine girl for his daughter; now if he will 
ſettle a good jointure upon ber, I will 


ſtrike the bargain. What ſay you) ſhall 


J propoſe it to him? 

By no means ; for though he uſes 
me cruelly, he is ftill my father, and 
ſhall not be made a joke of; not but 
1 will endeavour to extricate theſe de- 


ſerving lovers. out of the misfortunes 


their triendfhip to Cleanthes has involy- 
ed them in. 

If you will be ruled by me, ſaid Ruſ- 
tick, run away, and don't fit fnivelling 
here. I love a girl of ſpirit ; go, pack 
up your rags and ribbands, for you may 
depend. upon my detaining ſir Charles 
till you are got off. What is your opi- 


nion, gentlemen? We declared we did 


not know how to adviſe them, in the 
rplexed condition their affairs were in. 


If you did, cried Ruſtick, it is now 


too late, for there is lord Simple's coach, 
and with him old Tymon; ſo farewell, 
for I deteſt them both. We all begged 
him to ſtay as long as they did, and come 
to the Caſtle the next morning, to give 
us the hiſtory of that family. He com- 
PR and at 4 told me, if we 

would 
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AND SEMANTHE. to: 
would come to Ruſtick Hall, he would 
make us as welcome as princes. © 

We were no ſooner out of fight, than 
Belmour, in a very peeviſh tone of voice, 
told me, he wondered how I could keep 
my temper, when that old ſatyr declared 
his pretenſions to Lucinda, Semanthe, 
added he, is an angel of a woman. | 
pity Cleanthes, for that abſurd wretch 
will never give him his daughter. I am 
reſolved never to ſee him more, for 1 am 
no ſtoic, therefore have paſſions which 
are not in my power to command : bur 
this I know, if I was Semanthe, I 
would run away to Cleanthes, though, 
for my oarth's fake, I would not marry 
him. 

Mrs. Allgood oppoſed him with fome 
warmth. He grew tired, and begged 
they might call a new cauſe; then turn- 
ing to me, he ſaid, I fancy, Sir, in all 
your travels you never met with ſuch a 


man as Ruſtick, as I believe no coun- 


try but this ever produces any of this 
ſpecies of mortals. We all declared we 
were much pleaſed with him, as he 
ſeemed to have an honeſt heart, with a 
readineſs to ſerve the unfortunate. After 
he had anſwered all our queſtions in re- 
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lation to the health of Cleanthes, he 
begged we would depend upon his care; 
and as Semanthe could not favour him 
with a line, we would take care not to 
ſhock him with the addreſſes of lord 
Simple. 
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CHAP. : 


HE next morning he left us with 
fo fixed and ſolemn a countenance, 
that we feared he had diſguiſed the 
danger Cleanthes was in. In this de · 
jected ſtate of mind, we ſtrolled into the 
Park, where we thought every creature 
looked gay and happy but ourſelves : 


but alas! we had not gone far, before 
we ſaw a well-dreſſed youth lying on 


the ground ſo deep in thought, that he 
did not perceive us. We ſtopped, when 
with a deep ſigh we heard him ſay, whi- 
ther can I fly, or how avoid a loathſome 
priſon ? ungrateful, perjured, falſe, de- 
ceitful friend, how couldſt thou draw in 
my unſuſpecting nature to commit a 
fault my father never will forgive! 

On ſeeing us, he prepared to fly from 
us; but I begged him to ſtay, and in- 
form us how we might ſerve him. 
What pity can a wretch deſerve, who 
has been the author of his own misfor- 
tunes ? 

Let our crimes be ever ſo great, cried 
Lucinda, if we repent, we may expect 
pardon both here and hereafter : there- 

4 tore 
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fore ſhe hoped he would let us ſhare his 
ſorrows, if we could not relieve them. 
When a lady of your noble appear- 
ance deigns to take notice of ſo loſt a 
thing as v1 am, ſhe muſt be obeyed. 


My r name is Trueman, the eldeſt ſon of 


a wealthy merchant, who bred me up to 
all the polite ſtudics that might make me 
worthy of the fortune he deſigned me. 
But 1 have forfeited al! thoſe pleaſing 
proſpects, by contracting a more than or- 
dinary friendſhip for a ſchoolfellow, who 
was ſeven years older than myſelf; fo 


that he was my protector in my childiſh 


progreſs through a great ſchool, where 
the different paſſions, - falſe views, vile 
cunning, and a little ſelfiſhneſs, appeared 
like the enormous vices of the 2 
world in miniature. | 

This ungrateful wretch, whoſe name 
was Wildair, was at the head of this 
mall republic; but as he was a child 
of fortune, in @ few years he removed to 
one of the inns of court, But there he 


kept up his intereſt in my heart, by ſend- 


ing me {mall ſums of money, to help 


out the allowance my father allotted for 


my pocket expences. For theſe tokens 
of his love, my grateful ſoul was al- 
ways 
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ways ready to comply with whatever _ 
deſired. 

I was no ſooner of age, than he gew 
meclantholy,cuaed affected to ſhun. my 
company. Amazed at the alteration I 
obſerved in him, I preſſed to know the 
cauſe of that cold reſerve that had robbed 
me of my friend. My dear Trueman, 
Rid he, what you condemn. in me was 
only the effect of 'my tender: regard for 
your peace of mind: but as J find you 
think it proceeds from a fickleneſs in 
my temper, I will truſt you with the 
ſecret. 

I am in the greateſt. diſtreſs for five 
hundred pounds, which would be the 
making of me, as it would enable me 
to marry a great fortune, and then I 


could foon repay it with intereſt, I ex- 


preſſed great concern that I could not 
command ſuch a ſum: the diſſembling 
hypocrite folding me in his arms, told 
me, there was but one way that I could 
ſerve him; for as I was the ſon of a rich 
man, any body would tet him have it, 
it J would be bound for it; but he hoped 
I did him the juſtice to believe he would 
not draw me into an action he knew my 
father never would forgive. 
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I ſtopped him from ſaying any more, 
as I had no doubt upon his account, 
but was ready to ſign any paper that 
might be of ſervice to him. I had no 


ſooner given my conſent, than he brought 


in an old miſer with the curſed inſtru- 


ment of my ruin, which I ſigned, after 


a thouſand proteſtations of paying it in 
fix months. | 

He then ſeemed all gay and abs 
and at parting begged me to let no idle 
fears diſturb my mind, for every thing 
went juſt as he could wiſh. When f 


was in the country, all his letters were to 


the ſame effect: but alas! I was ſoon 


undeceived by a gentleman, who told 
me, my friend Wildair was turned out a 
villain, and had got ſeveral ſums of mo- 
ney, under the pretence of marrying a 
great fortune; but the love of gaming 
had drawn him into the moſt atrocious 
crimes. 

Pl leave you to judge how ſhocking 
this explanation was to me. I uſed all 
my endeavours te ſee him, but in vain; 
the wretch is run away, the time is out, 
and the bond is demanded of my fa- 
ther. No words can expreſs his rage; 
he ordered me to quit his houſe, and 
keep out of the eye: leſt I died in 8290 
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He had other children to heir the fruits 
of his induſtry ; therefore he ſhould no 
more look upon me as a ſon, though he 
would allow me jomething to keep me 
jrom ſtarving, But what adds greatly 
to my diſtreſs, is the grief of my mo- 
ther and ſiſter; nor can I ever forget 
their prayers and tears to an obdurate, 
though hitherto an indulgent huſband and 
father : with a ftern countenance he com- 
manded them never to name me more, 
as they valued his love and eſteem. 

My mother, finding all her endeavours 
fruitleſs, left me in the bittereſt agonies 
of mind; but ſhe ſoon returned, and, 
with the tendereſt embraces, gave me a 
ſmall ſum of money: nor did my ſiſter, 
though in the bloom of youth and 
beauty, ſuſfer me to refuſe her mite, as 
the pretrily called it. Overpowered with 
{orrow, I could make no anſwer, *till- a 
meſſage came to haſten my departure. 
| then faid all 1 could to ſupport their 
ſpirits, but in vain : my mother ſwooned 
in my arms. My ſiſter's ſcreams brought 
my father, who ordered me to leave his 
houſe that moment, without I intenœ ed 
to be the death of the beſt of women. 
As to my cloaths and books, they ſhould 
be ſent after me, when I had got a place 
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to hide myſelf in. I made no reply, 
but left the room, diſmiſſed my ſervant, 
got my horſe, and rid full ſpeed to this 
place. As I knew Cleanthes at the uni- 


verſity, I thought his advice would en- 


able me to bear the ills that ſink me 
almoſt into deſpair. 43 3 
J am his ſiſter, ſaid Lucinda; and in 
his name I bid you welcome to his 
houſe, where, ſafe from every danger, 
you may conſult this gentleman, what 
way can be found out to appeaſe this 
cruel father, who caſts off a fon for being 
deceived by an ungrateful wretch. 
Trueman, ſurprized at her behaviour, 


tried out, good heaven! is it poflible? 
can chance have led me to the fiſter of 


that worthy man ? 

Were it poſlible for young folks to 
reap any advantage from ths experience 
of others, replied Mrs. Allgood, the firſt 
diſappointment would not ſit ſo heavy on 
their minds, You do not confider you 
left your father in the height of his 
paſſion. Time muſt moderate his fury, 
and then nature will ſtep in to excuſe 
the fault of a child, whoſe error pro- 
ceeded from the goodneſs of his own 
heart. Suſpicions are inſeparable from 
Age, as they muſt have met with ingra- 
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titude and falſhood in their journey 
through life; which leads me to think 
the path we tread is pointed out by a 
ſuperior power. No human prudence 
can guard us from vexations; if it could, 
J ſhould not now be involved in all the 
tumultuous paſſions of a ſet of lovers, 
who are made miſerable by the abſur- 
dity of one depraved old man. I wiſh 
they could promiſe themſelves as happy 
an end of their affairs, as you may juſtly 
expect: therefore, till a reconciliation is 
brought about, let not falſe modeſty 
tempt you to ſhun a certain good, to 
run upon hardſhips you may avoid, by 
accepting Lucinda's invitation. 
Trueman thankfully acknowledged 
their favours, and ſaid every thing pro- 
per to convince us he had good ſenſe 
and politeneſs. We found Ruſtick at 
the Caſtle, who ſeemed difconcerted at 
the ſight of a ſtranger. We then let 
him into the ſtory, and begged him to 
tell us what had paſſed at his uncle's. 


CHAT. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Y OU had not been gone long be- 


fore lord Simple aſſured him, no- 
thing but the uncommon joy he felt at 
waiting on him, could have forced him 


to leave his houſe in an eaſterly wind, 


as it was very apt to affect his nerves, 
and give him the head-ach. 

If your lordſhip would riſe before day, 
cried I, and go a hunting with me, you 
would have none of theſe womaniſh com- 
plaints. 


Mr. Ruſtick, replied the creature, I 


deteſt all robuſt exerciſes; I leave them 


to your more plebian conſtitutions: I 


proteſt I am fo Ignorant in all country- 
amuſements that I don't know a hound 
from a bull-dog : and what will ſurprize 
you more, I never ſaw the ſun riſe, as I 
ſeldom quit my bed till ten; for if I do 
it diſorders me, and before night I am 
ſo tired that I can hardly lift my hand 
to my head. 

I told him every body ſhould be hap- 
Py in their own way; ſo that if he choſe 
to give up health for the delicacy of a 
fine 


3 
+ 3 
T3" 3 
4 
2 

x2 

1 
8 wel 
Ss 
f 
* 

* * 
Ln hg 
© Mo 
>. 

5-33 
"Os 

it, 
* 7 29 
„ 
5 
5 
— b 

FO 
. 8 
2 e 5 1 
4 = 
F 
5 
* 

© SM 
LM 
bo 
7 
RE 
4-8, 
5/2. 
13 
. 
SY 
is for 
"EX: 
* 12 
r 
— * 
8 
4 

x 4 
34 
8 

5 ”” 
25 

$4 

7 

0 


— 


3 
5 
* 
2 
58 
4 
3 
BE 
85 
by 3 
> 
wx 
0 Ky 
E 
. 
% 4 * 
N 
KA 
3 
* 
7 
1 
N 
n 
2 
3 
Fo 
3 
- 
2 n 
. os ] 
+36 i 
3 
8 
JW 
* 
bes 
em 
N 
8-47 
e 
Wit, 
v: 
8 I 
3 
he." 
1 * MN 
3 
+a. 
3 
MO. 
3 
. 
bn 
EY 
D 
* 
* 
E 
SEY 
CS.» 
$2. 
RS 
Rs 
£ Xl 
KY 
3 
S 
5 
HY 
bo » 
3 
5 
54 
4 
a 
"i 
1 4 
PS, 
24 
Re 
- 
5 


8 8 
c 


AND SEMANTH E. 111 


fine lady, I ſhould never envy him that 
inactivity he was ſo fond of. 

My uncle, in a fury, told me I was 
a brute, and not fit for civil ſociety ; 
therefore he commanded me to hold my 
tongue, and learn to behave myſelf like 
2 gentleman. | Accordingly down I fat, 
and liſtened with great attention to Ty- 
mon, who was diſputing with Bell in his 
uſual harſhneſs of ſtile. 

He declared he never would adviſe a 


young fellow to marry what the world 


called a ſenſible woman; as it rendered 
them vain and conceited, which made 
them think themſelves above all domeſtic 

employ ments. F 
I am not ſurprized at your ſaying ſo, 
returned Bell, not that you think one of 
your inſipid creatures would make a bet- 
ter, or a more complying wife: No, no, 
the true reaſon is, they know a woman 
of ſenſe would ſee through the different 
diſguiſes they put on to hide their un- 
bounded love of power, which very of- 
ten ends in tyranny, not to mention ill- 
nature, which they would make a ſimple 
woman believe was nothing but the 
depth of thought and profound wiſdom: 
Come, confeſs, is not this the caſe? for 
it muſt be provoking to have a wife that 
can 
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can ſee, when her lord and maſter has a 
mind ſhe ſhould be ſtark blind. 

With a contemptuous ſmile he told 
her, the men were much obliged to her 


for the good opinion ſhe had entertained. 


of the whole ſex. 
I beg your pardon, I only intend what 
J have ſaid tor individuals; no doubt 


there are a much greater number of o- 


pen generous- hearted men, who have no- 
thing. to hide: good-natured fouls, who 
know perfection is not to be found in 
any human being: therefore, from the 
foibles and faults they find in themſelves, 
they learn to be favourable to thofe of 
others If ever I alter my way of living, 
may I meet with a governor that will 
ſpeak his mind freely; if he is angry let 
him tell me ſo; and if he ſhould be in 
the wrong let him own it, and then there 
is an end of the debate; ſuch a man muſt 
be happy, if he keeps clear of one of your 
fimpletons. 

This Jaſt ſpeech threw him into 
one of his dumb fits. With contract- 
ed brows he fat filent ; which ſhe per- 
ceiving, ſhe addreſſed my lord in the 
true ſpirit of coquetry. He ſeemed migh- 
tily pleaſed with her, but I ſaw my un- 

cle 
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cle was hoarding up vengeance againſt 
her. . 
All this time poor Semanthe was en- 
gaged by Letty Simple, who is ſo inſip- 
edly good - humoured, ſo foohſhly civil, 
and fo aukwardly well-bred, that ſhe is 
my averſion as much as Tymon. Tired 
to death 1 ſat longing to have my tongue 
at liberty, when, to my great joy, I heard 
Letty adviſe her brother not to truſt his 
delicate conſtitution to the evening damps, 
which, ſhe had heard him ſay, was al- 
moſt as fatal to him as a cannon ball. 
Mifs, anſwered the peer, that was im- 
menſely kind, for I find fo many charms 
in this company, that I was quite off my 
guard. Pray, couſin Tymon, order the 
coach, and draw up one of the windows, 
for I have dreadful apprehenſions I ſhall 


take cold. I could hold out no longer, 
burt fell into a great fit of laughter, which 


a little diſconcerted the peer. At laſt, 
with a long ſtring of compliments, they 
departed; and my uncle fell upon Bell, 


* like a fury; telling her he ſaw through 


her plot to diſappoint him of his revenge; 
but all her arts would be in vain, as 
he was determined to give him Seman- 
the, if, as he ſuſpected, Lucinda had 
given her heart to that foreigner, who 

| Was. 
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was ſo diſcompoſed when he took notice 
of her. | 
Bleſs me, replied Iſabella, you need be 
in no pain on my account; for I would 
no more lead my life with that fool and 
his eaſterly winds and damp. evenings, 
than I would refuſe a ſenſible man that 
would deliver me out of my preſent bond- 
agez nor can you ſuppoſe your daugh- 
ter will forſake ſo fine a gentleman as 
Cleanthes, to marry a wretch beneath 
contempt. ER: 5 
Sir Charles was ſo very outrageous, 
that he was going to forbid her his 
houſe. So brutiſh a behaviour made me 
fo angry, that I told him if he did, 
my mother would receive her as a gift 
from heaven. Therefore, Bell, added I, 


don't be frighted. By my ſoul, one 


would think you was gone mad, or you 


would never think of giving ſo fine a 


woman as your daughter to that ideot 
becauſe he has a title: a wretch that 
muſt be ſcorned by the men, and hated 
by the women! And as to Lucinda, 
what reaſon have you to fear any parti- 
cular man? why, I am your rival; eve- 
ry man muſt wiſh her a better fate than 
to be ſubject to your capricious temper, 


He 
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He made me no anſwer: but Seman- 
the, with a compoſed countenance, told 
him, though ſhe had ſworn not to diſ- 
poſe of herſelf, without his conſent, he 
was under the ſame facred obligation ne- 
ver to force her into a ſtate that would 
make her miſerable, Therefore ſhe was 
determined to live ſingle, if he would 
not ſuffer her to give her hand to the 
only perion ſhe could love. | 

Very fine, truly; ſo I am to be go- 
verned by children! but I ſhall find a 
way to humble your proud fpirits; ſo 
pray keep out of my fight, leſt you 
urge me to do a deed I may repent of. 


I alſo order you, Mr. Ruſtick, to quit 


my houſe, nor ever dare to come into 
my preſence till you have learned to know 
your diſtance. | 251 
Ill temper, ſaid I, neither makes nor 
ſecures friends; ſo farewel, you injured 
innocents; may good fortune be your 
guide. After we had lamented Seman- 
the's hard fate, we begged to know how 
he came to take ſo great a diſlike to 
Ty mon. | | 
Firſt, ſaid he introduce me to that 
young fellow, who withdrew on my 
coming in; for though I am a plain man, 
am not void of humanity; and per- 
| haps 
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haps my ſtory may give him a hint how 
to manage his father: he received him 
with more ſigns of affection than civility, 
bidding him not be caſt down, but truſt 
to the chapter of accidents, as he had 
always done. Theſe old feilows will 
have their way. But all will be well; ! 
know your houſe : 1 ſhall go a hunting 
to-morrow, and I will certainly call 10 
let your mother and ſiſter know you are 
not deſtitute of friends; and if I meet 
with the old man, I will have a bruſh 
with him: but now to my ſtory, 
l believe you will confeſs 1 have rea- 
fon to hate him ; when I tell. you he de- 
ſigned Letty Simple for my wife; he pro- 
pofed it to my father, who was prodigi - 
oully pleaſed with the alliance. He pro- 
poſed it to me in the moſt pompous 
manner, as they were the moſt antient 
and illuſtrious family in the kingdom; 
that there were few perſons of note that 
are not in ſome ſhape. or other related 
to the Simples: beſides ſhe had a very 
good eſtate; part of which joined to mine. 


So advantageous a proffer muſt be com- 


plied with, or he ſhould thiak me a mad 
man. Y 


I made no anſwer, though 1 was de- 


termined not to comply; but I ſuppoſe 
| he 
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AND SEMANT HE. 17 
he thought filence gave conſent: upon 
which, one day as I came from hunting, 
Tymon, with a very majeſtic voice, ſaid, 
really, fir, if vou perſiſt in this way of 
ſpending your time, among horſes and 
dogs, I ſhalt not think you a rational 
creature. What figure do you fuppoſe 
you will. make, if you take no pains to 
furniſh your mind with ideas that will 
enable you to ſhake off that (ſhocking 
ruſticity that amazes me? Therefore take 
my advice, as you value your reputation. 

TI am more amazed than you can be, 
to find a man of your deep thought and 
reflex ion giving your advice to one that 
never aſked it. Beſides, if I am not a 
rational creature, what ſignifies your 
painting me in ſuch a light, that if Fam 
not à direct fool, I muſt think you ſay 
all this purely to vent your ſpleen and 
ill nature? 1 gf! 

I fee: you are incorrigible, ſo enjoy 
your own ignorance. ' For the future, I 
all think you beneath my notice, much 
more my alliance. FL 

Tou will now ſave me a great deat 
of trouble; for I did not know how to 
tell my father I would not marry your 
couſin, if. ſhe was poſſeſſed of all her bro- 
ther's eſtate. There is fuel for your wang 

—_ whic 
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which I ſhall not trouble myſelf about: 
the worſt you can ſay of me, if you ſpeak 
truth, is that I am an ill-bred, ho 


fellow; and in return, I will own you a 


Wed ſententious man, who, from pride 
and vanity, by degrees, brought yourſelf 
to deſpiſe one half of the world, and to 
hate the other; and ſo farewel. 1 will 80 
ſee my horſes. 

As 1 expected. he made heavy com- 


plaints of me to my father, how ill I 


had uſed him, broke off the match, and 
left the houſe in the ſullens: but my fa- 
ther, the firſt moment he ſaw me, pour- 
ed out ſo many unreaſonable things a- 


gainſt me, that giving way to my paſ- 
ſion, I made myſelf the aggreſſor. En- 


raged at my anſwers, he torbid me his 
houſe; nor could my mother prevent my 
baniſhment. Away I went to my friend 
Wilfull's, and he, I found, was ſetting 
out for our metropolis. I went with him, 
and immediately entered into all the di- 
verſions of the town, was in ſeveral ri- 
ots at the play-houſe. By my indiſcre- 
tion, I got into ſcrapes that coſt me 
more than my ſmall allowance could 
ſupport; ſo that in a few months, I long- 
ed for nothing ſo much as to return 


er but how to bring it about I could 


not 


AND SEMANTHE. 119 


| not tell. There are tempers that no ſub- 
| miſſion can molify; therefore I attacked 
| his family pride by pretending to be in 
love with one of the girls that danced 
| upon the ſtage, and accordingly let words 
drop that I would marry her. 

* This, as I expected, he was ſoon in- 
formed of. He immediately ordered me 
to return home. I bbeyed, and he re- 
| ceived me tolerably well. But leſt he 
* ſhould ſuſpect my plot, I affected being 
much alone, forbore all my former di- 
| verſions: he ſeemed frightened ; the pa- 
rent returned; we came to an explana- 
nation; and I, out of meer filial piety, 
gave up my imaginary miſtreſs, which 
| pleaſed him ſo much, that peace and har- 
mony were reſtored to our family. 

We aſſured him we were much obliged 
to him for the entertainment he had giv- 
en us. We then deſired he would let us 
into the character of his ſiſter; as we 
had been told, fir Charles never ſaw her 
without ſaying ſomething to ſhock her 
© honeſt nature. | 

> My uncle's ill temper has been a mis- 
fortune to Fanny: Semanthe and Bell. 
would have taught her ſome of the de- 
licacies and graces of the fair-ſex ; which, 
added to the more ſubſtantial virtues my 
= mother 
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mother imprinted in her youthful ming, 
would have made her a very clever girl, 
But my mother and he has been long at 
variance; ſo you may judge of her man- 
ners, as I have bern the original ſhe 
has copied. Without doubt, the rides 
on horſe-back much better than he 
dances; and prefers the cry of a pack 
of hounds, to all the opera tunes in the 
univerſe: But I'Il tell you a ſhort ſtory 
ef her, which will ſhew her honeſt, plain 
wmaphoity 
- Wilfull, who has been converſant with 
the artful beauties of the town, ſaw ſome- 
thing in her that pleaſed him. He ad. 
dreſſed her with all the flattering ſpeech- 
es of the gay world. Inſtead of being 
pleaſed, ſhe aſked him very haſtily, if he 
was not aſhamed to tell ſo many ſtories, 
without he thought ſhe put on her cap 
in a pale of water; for if ever ſhe look- 
edinto z glaſs, ſhe muft know thar Mol- 
ly, the farmer's daughter, was compoſed 
of as fine a ſort of clay as herſelf. And 
had ſhe as much money, ſhe would be 
intitled to ruby lips and ſtarry eyes, as 
well as herſelf. His vanity was greatly 
hurt: he complained of her to me, in 
pretty ſevere terms. I told her ſhe had 
been rude to him. That if ſhe — 
0. 
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ſo, ſhe would never get a huſband. O 
dear heart! what, is the man angry? and 
if he is, I don't care; for I don't like 
him; and ſo pray tell him; for if I can- 
not meet with one I like better, I aſſure 
you I'll never marry. What, becauſe he 
has had an eſtate left him, I warrant you 
he thought I ſhould run mad for joy, 
that he would do, me the honour to treat 
me like a fool, till he got me into his 
power, and then, perhaps, he would call 
me an under-bred country toad, as he 
did poor Molly, becauſe ſhe would not 
let him kiſs and pull her about. 
Finding I could not manage this af- 
fair, I called in my mother to aſſiſt me. 


She ſaid all that was proper on the oc- 


caſion; but, in vain. Her anſwer was, 
dear madam, why do you perſuade me 
to give my hand to a man I cannot a- 
bide, when you commended: my brother 
for refuſing Miſs Simple ? 

We had then a grand conſultation 
how we could acquaint him with her re- 
ſolutions without offending him, as he 
has a great deal of pride and vanity: 
but our endeavours proved ineffectual 
he left us with all the marks of a diſap— 
pointed lover. I have never ſeen him 
"SDL. 1. 8 „ mace; 


mz CLEAN THE.s 


ſince; but I hear he reſents her refuſal 
ſo highly, that he does not place her 
in the light ſhe deſerves. But to con- 
vince you what TI ſay is true, I beg you 
will viſit my habitation ; for though ! 
am not polite myſelf, I admire it in thoſe 
who have the good fortune to appear ſo 
eaſy and diſengaged, that their civility 
ſeems natural to them. But I hate to 
ſee an aukward fellow labouring at what 
he can never attain to. I love people 
ſhould be what nature deſigned them, 
rather than wear a malk to decieve the 
world, 

J told him, I admired his notions 
ſo greatly, that I hoped all ceremony 
between us might be laid aſide; and 
that he would ſometimes allow me to 
ſee the ſun riſe, when he went a hunt- 
ing, 

"That is a pleaſure I did not expect. 
Come, ſir, give me your hand; and as 
Cleanthes has his beſt horſes with him, 
you and Trueman may command my 
ſtables. What ſay you, ladies, will you 
dine with us to-morrow ? that at my 
return I may have the joy of telling 
Trueman ſome news of his family. 
Your requeſt is ſo very obliging, cri- 

ed 


18 Ss T *"— en — 1 py mod 


AND SEMANTHE. 12; 
ed Lucinda, that if you will promiſe 
to excuſe this abrupt viſit to your 
mother, we will wait. on her with plea- 
ſure, I am all obedience, replied Ruſ- 


tick, and ſo I am yours till to- mor. 


TOW, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


RUEMAN, impatient to hear 

what reception Ruſtick met with 

at his father's houſe, we ſet forward, 
each having his thoughts taken up with 
his own affairs. We all longed to hear 
from Cleanthes and Alvaro. Trueman, 
to remove the cloud he ſaw on our 
brows, would ſometimes ſeem to forget 
his own misfortunes, to draw us into 
ſomething more gay and chearful, en- 
quiring into the cuſtoms and manners of 
the countries I had ſeen, When I had 
ſatisfied his curioſity, he obſerved every 
nation had its peculiar vices. The Ita- 
lians were revengeful and jealous ; the 
French inſincere and faithleſs ; the Spa- 
niards and Portugueſe ſuperſtitious, cruel, 
and proud; and he muſt ſay, ingratitude 
was too common in this nation, as we 
were too apt to forget the benefits we 
had received ſo entirely, as to let ill tem- 
per, or a ſmall omiſſion, cancel paſt ob- 
ligations; of this he could give many 
inſtances, eſpecially in thoſe who ſuffered 
an implacable reſentment to make them 
obdurate 
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obdurate to any remonſtrance their in- 
jured friends could make. 

We found Ruſtick Hall a ſtately old 
building, fituate on a riſing, ground, 
that commanded a very fine proſpect : 
the venerable oaks feemed defigned by 
nature to ſhade it from the tun's too 
piercing beams, We were received with 
great ſigns of hoſpitality by Mrs. Ruſtick, 
and her fair daughter, whoſe bloom was 
greatly heightened by the fight of fo many 
ſtrangers; but Lucinda, by her addreſs, 
enabled Fanny to ſhake off that ſhame- 
faced fear that had ſeized her, 

The converſation grew general till the 
arrival of Ruſtick, who cried, by Jupi- 
ter, I am glad to fee you: ſans cere- 
mony, ladies, I muſt kiſs you ; and thole 
gentlemen ſhall do the ſame by my mo- 
ther and Fanny, Well, Trueman, I have 
made two of your family happy; I never 
faw ſuch joy as your mother and ſiſter 
expreſſed, when I told them you was 
under the protection of the charming 
Lucinda : and now, to confeſs the truth, 
I have not been a hunting, for I went in 
my chaife, on purpoſe to bring off what 
they thought might be moſt uſeful to 
you. While they were packing up your 
things, I walked into the garden, where 
| 3 I met 
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1 met a gentleman, who aſked me who 
I would ſpeak with? 1 fancied it was 
your father; but pretending not to ſuſ- 
pect him, I faid with a careleſs air, 1 
thould have been glad to fee Mr. True- 
man; but as he was not at home, I 
begged he would let him know I came 
from his ſon, who was and ſhould be 
protected by ftrangers, till he: behaved 
like a parent, which I knew by his cha- 
racter he would ſoon do; for it was not 
to be imagined he would give up a de- 
{erving ſon for the n ſum of five 
hundred pounds. 

He told me, it was not the loſs of 
the money only that vexed him, but the 
diſobeying his commands that offended 
him, as he had aſſured him over and 
over, he never could forgive ſuch an 
action: but, continued he, young men 
think fathers are obliged to pardon all 
their follies; however, 1 will tell him 
what you ſay. I then beſought him to 
plead the cauſe of a repenting child, and 
I would call for his anſwer in a few 
days... * 

If I had been there, cried Fanny, I 
would have reminded him of the fault 
committed by our firſt parents, when 
they eat of the forbidden fruit. How | 

then 
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then could he expect one of the ſons of 
Adam could reſiſt the artifices of a devil 
in the ſhape of a friend? 

We all applauded the zeal ſhe ſhewed 
to help the unfortunate. It is plain ſhe 
has read the bible ſince I did, returned 
Ruftick : but as I was going to ſay, I 
went to the houſe, where I found every 
thing ready ; took leave of the ladies, 
who bleſſed us all a thouſand times : ſo 
prythee, boy, be merry; for I will not 
torſake my project, till I have re-inſtated 
thee in that old man's favour. Sure I 
ſaw ſome ſigns of pity in his face. 
There cannot be ſo perverſe a creature 
in the world as my uncle. 

Before we talk of his . ſaid 
Lucinda, let us congratulate Trueman 
on the ſucceſs of Ruſtick's negotiation. 
No words, anſwered Trueman, can ex- 
preſs how ſenſible I am of the unheard- 
of favours I have received from this 
company. Mrs. Ruſtick declared, ſhe 
did not think there was ſo much merit 
in doing as we would be done by; there- 
fore, in pity to his mother, ſhe begged 
he would accept of their good offices to 
chear his drooping ſpirits. But pray do 
not ſuppoſe you are now contracting a 
debt too mighty for your future life to 
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pay. If theſe young people gain a friend 
that will kindly travel with them through 
this uncertain ſtate, is it not purchaſing 


a jewel of ſo high a price, that it will 


overpay them for any trouble they can 
meet with in your affairs? For my part, 
Jam amazed how any parent can force a 
child into hardſhips they could ſhield 
them from. I ſhall never forget what 
hardſhips I ſuffered when Bobby was ſent 
iato baniſhment. | 
Trueman, in a tranſport of joy, cried 
out, ſure I am now ſurrounded by the 
moſt worthy ſpirits of this ſea-girt-iſle : 
theſe ladies and Lorenzo at firſt received 
this wretched fugitive; and, to com- 
pleat their favours, you, madam, and 
your ſon, are given to increaſe my debt 
of gratitude : nor does this bright fair 
one deny her pity to an unfortunate 
man, | 
I wiſh with all my heart, faid the in- 
nocent Fanny, I could make your father 
as good-natured as my mother ; but there 
are few ſuch parents. Very true, ſaid 
Ruſtick; for I am ſure Semanthe has 
more merit than I can pretend to; and 
yet Lucinda knows my uncle treats her 
cruelly. And now, continued he, I mult 
confeſs I am not ſo diſintereſted as you 
| imagine, 
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imagine, for I expect to be obliged in 
my turn: therefore diſmiſs a ſervant to 
the Caſtle, to bring your letters hither, 
and then my mother will have time to 
aſk a thouſand queſtions about you and 
her nieces 3 befides Fanny would be quite 
diſcompoſed, if ſhe had not an oppor- 
tunity to ſhew the long gallery, where 
all the blood of the Ruſticks are ranged; 
in order to prove we are as antient, 
though not ſo numerous, a family as the 
Simples. 

As we were viewing this old Gothic 
building, I obſerved Trueman was very 
attentive to every word and action of 
Fanny's, which did not ſurpriſe me; for 
though ſhe was not ſo perfect a beauty as 
Lucinda, yet her unaffected behaviour, 
her artleſs giddinefs, and the negligence 
of her dreſs, made her a charming girl. 

The Jadies having let Mrs, Ruſtick into 
the whole hiſtory of our lives, ſhe wiſhed 
me joy of being ſnatched from death to 
life and love: ſhe then expreſſed great 
anger againſt her brother, and pitied Se- 
manthe for not being allowed to marry 
fo amiable a man as Cleanthes. 

That uncle of mine makes ſo many 
people wretched, ſays Fanny, that 1 
thould be glad to hear he was dead. I 

& 5 always 
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always knew he was a brute, and now 
I am fure he is a fool, How can he 
think ſo pretty a young lady as Lucinda 
could love ſuch an old frightful hedge- 
hog as he? 

You are very violent, ſaid the mother; 
what would you ſay, if I was to fall in 
love with one of theſe gentlemen ? how 
could I help it? there is not above forty 
years difference in our ages, and that 
my brother thinks a very: trifling cir- 
cumſtance in the married ſtate. The 
gravity of the mother ; the loud laughter 
of Fanny, and the conftant good humour 
of the ſon, amuſed us, though it could 
not baniſh our fears for Cleanthes. 

In one of our walks, Ruſtick laid a 
wager that his ſiſter ſhould beat either of 
us in a race down the walk we were in. 
Trueman begged he might enter the 
lifts againſt this young Atalanta. He no 
ſooner ſpoke the word, but away they 
flew. She out- ſtripped. him for ſome 
time, when, O dire miſchance ! down ſhe 
fell with ſuch a force, that Trueman in a 
fright took her in his arms to lift her 
off the ground, and told her he ſhould 
curſe the race, if ſhe had hurt herſelf. 

I am obliged to you, becauſe if you 
had fallen, I ſhould certainly have —_ 
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ed; but don't be frighted, for I will 


only reſt a little, and then we will begin 
again, for J hate to be conquered. The 
mother interpoſed, begging him to lead 
off his vanquiſhed foe, adding, indeed, 
Bobby, you make that girl fo wild, 

that ſhe will ſome time or other break 
her limbs, if not her neck : however, at 
our return we found her as full of ſpirits 
as ever; for, to ſay the truth, it was 
impoſſible we ſhould not ſometimes for- 
get our cares at Ruſtick Hall. I went a 
hunting with him; but I confeſs the 
violent exerciſe was more fatiguing than 
diverting to me, which proved matter of 
great triumph to this hero of the chace, 
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CHAP. XV. 


HE day Ruſtick called at True 


man's I returned home without 
him. 1 found Lucinda reading a letter 
from Iſabella, which ſhe delivered into 
my hand, and then left me. The con- 
tents were as follows; 


My dear Lucinda, 
Write this from my own apartment; 
where it has pleaſed our jailor to con- 
fine me and his daughter ever ſince Bel- 
mour and honeſt Ruſtick inſulted him, 
as he calls it. Poor Semanthe ſinks un- 
der her own apprehenſions for the health 
of Cleanthes. But there is no conquer- 
ing my courage and magnanimity; if 
there was, I ſhould certainly think of 
ending my life by poiſon, ſword, or 
dagoer. If any thing can drive me to 
old Charon's boat, it will be that fool 
lord Simple; or that peſt to all conver- 
tation, Tymon, with his odious propo- 
fals. Indeed, my dear, I could almoſt 
hate you for enjoying your liberty, while 
we of Wealthy Place are under the pow- 
er of a fell enchanter; who, by his 
5 charms 
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charms and ſpells, has metamorphos'd 
my companion into ſo inactive a being, 
that ſhe ſeems only to enjoy a ſort of 
vegitative life, except when ſhe is threaten- 
ed with the addreſſes of lord Simple; 
then in a moment ſhe acts the heroine ; 
and with all the dignity of a tragedy- 
queen, declares her r for Cleanthes, 
and her averſion for the other. This 
ſets her father into ſuch a rage, that he 
ſwears ſhe only prefers your brother, 
becauſe all his friends are enemies to him. 
That his ſiſter had deſpiſed the advan- 
tageous offers he had made her; and to 
compleat all, Sprightly had deceived 
him, by drawing him into a fooliſh oath, 
never to force a diſobedient, head-ſtrong 
fool to give her hand to any body he 
approved. But he would take care Cle- 
anthes ſhould never enjoy his fortune, if 
ſhe married him after his death, Here 
a dreadful quarrel enſued: you may be 
ſure he ſaid a thouſand provoking things; 
and then left us ſo miſerable, that we 
had thoughts of quitting our poſts, like 
ſome of the heroes of old ; but a letter 
from Sprightly aſſures us your brother 
is quite out of danger; which he would 
have told you and Semanthe, -had he 
not been forbid to uſe his hand, How- 
: 5 ever, 
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CHAP. XV. 


HE day Ruſtick called at True- 

man's I returned home without 
him. I found Lucinda reading a letter 
from Iſabella, which ſhe delivered into 
my hand, and then left me. The con- 
tents were as follows; 


My dear Lucinda, 

Write this from my own apartment; 

where it has pleaſed our jailor to con- 
fine me and his daughter ever ſince Bel- 
mour and honeſt Ruſtick inſulted him, 
as he calls it. Poor Semanthe ſinks un- 


der her own apprehenſions for the health 


of Cleanthes. But there is no conquer- 
ing my courage and magnanimity; if 
there was, I ſhould certainly think of 
ending my life by poiſon, ſword, or 
dagger. If any thing can drive me to 
old Charon's boat, it will be that fool 
lord Simple; or that peſt to all conver- 
tation, Tymon, with his odious propo- 
fals. Indeed, my dear, I could almoſt 
hate you for enjoying your liberty, while 
we of Wealthy Place are under the pow- 
er of a fell enchanter; who, by his 
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charms and ſpells, has metamorphos'd 
my companion into ſo inactive a being, 
that ſhe ſeems only to enjoy a ſort of 
vegitative life, except when ſhe is threaten- 
ed with the addreſſes of lord Simple; 
then in a moment ſhe acts the heroine; 
and with all the dignity of a tragedy- 
queen, declares her paſſion for Cleanthes, 
and her averſion for the other. This 
ſets her father into ſuch a rage, that he 
ſwears ſhe only prefers your brother, 
becauſe all his friends are enemies to him. 
That his ſiſter had deſpiſed the advan- 
tageous offers he had made her; and to 
compleat all, Sprightly had deceived 
him, by drawing him into a fooliſh oath, 
never to force a diſobedient, head-ſtrong 
fool to give her hand to any body he 
approved. But he would take care Cle- 
anthes ſhould never enjoy his fortune, if 
ſhe married him after his death. Here 
a dreadful quarrel enſued: you may be - 
ſure he ſaid a thouland provoking things; 
and then left us ſo miſerable, that we 
had thoughts of quitting our poſts, like 
ſome of the heroes of old ; but a letter 
from Sprightly aſſures us your brother 
is quite out of danger; which he would 
have told you and Semanthe, had he 
not been forbid to uſe his hand, How- 
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ever, they will be here in a fortnight. 
O, Lucinda! J could make my letter a 


volume, ſhould I pretend to tell you all 
our hopes and fears: come, then, and 


help us to build a few caftles in the air, 


for I fear we have no foundation upon 
earth. I have three years to live in ſla- 
very; for this old tyrant will never ler 
me make choice of a guardian for my 


perſon and fortune, We'long to ſee you 


all; therefore you muſt make ſome con- 
deſcenſions, that may appeaſe the wrath 
of ſir Charles, leſt you repent, when ' tis 
too late to ſave the life of Semanthe, 
and your faithful 

BELL. WEALTHY. 


O, my lord! how many different ideas 
did this letter recal into my mind! for tho 


I longed to embrace my dear Cleanthes, 
yet I could not help dreading the conſe- 


quence that muſt attend his return. A 


lover, you know, always magnifies his 


fears when his miſtreſs is to be addrefled 


by a ſaucy pretender, who, though he 


has neither ſenſe or merit, yet- by a ty- 
ranny not to be forgiven, he has made 
a ſlave of a very deſerving daughter, 


How altered from what ſhe was, when. 


gay Proſperity attended on her infant 
ſteps : 


e 
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ſteps! but now, love, like a canker, 
preys upon her bloom, and ſteals the 
roſes from: her faded cheeks! nor can 
Cleanthes ſnatch her from deſtruction. 
But my Lucinda comes to ſooth my ſoul 
to peace! Victorious maid! how ſhall 


we appeaſe this angry man ? or how re- 


lieve Semanthe? Tis true your brother 
comes; but will he not ſuſpe& we have 
neglected his affairs to indulge our pre- 
ſent joys. 1 

] fear we have been too haſty with 
that over-bearing man. My brother will 
certainly tax us with unkindneſs; there- 
fore we muſt appeaſe ſir Charles, let the 
conſequence be what it will; for I can- 
not bear my brother ſhould ſuſpect my 
friendſhip : nothing can ſuffice him, but 


your complying with his requeſt. Muſt 


I then refign you to my hated rival? 
curſed thought! but, be it ſo. Gran- 
deur, no doubt, aſſiſted by your brother's 
happineſs, will ſoon efface my image in 

W TY L221 
Sure you are compoſed of very com- 
buftible materials; when the leaſt ſpark 
of fire ſets you into a flame! In juſtice 
to myſelf, I ought to leave you to brood 
over the idle fears .you have created. 
But as J am of a more 3 
with- 
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without paſſion, I beg to know what one 
reaſon you have to ſuppoſe I am going 
to give up Lorenzo, for one you know 
I deteſt. For ſhame forbear theſe keen 
reproaches, leſt I endeavour to eſteeem 
you leſs. A life of grandeur is not new 
to me; though one of contention would 
be very inſupportable. . But no more! 
I ſee repentance in your face]! therefore 
to ſpare the pride of your vain-glorious 
ſex, I will not drive you to condemn 
yourſelf. But let us go and conſult the 
Ruſticks and Mrs. Allgood. 

We found them on a bench, viewing 
Fanny and Trueman playing at bowls: 
we left Fanny and her concealed lover; 
for he dared not make uſe of the many 
golden opportunities this rural maid con- 
tinually gave him. Many ſchemes were 
propoſed and; rejected, when Mrs. Ruſ- 
tick ſaid, to covince you how deſirous I 
am to ſerve you, I will this moment give 
up my womaniſh pride and reſentment, 


and write a very ſubmiſſive letter to my 


brother, to beg he will permit me to at- 
tend Lucinda to his houſe. This will 
humour his vanity; for he would not 
for the world be thought to make the 
firſt condeſcenſion. No doubt he will 


agree to my propoſal, and then I dare 


ſay, 
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fay, that we ſhall manage it ſo, that you 

ſhall be in the ſame ſituation you was 
when Cleanthes left you; this, perhaps, 

will be diſagreeable to Lorenzo: but if 
] might adviſe, neither he nor Fanny 
ſhould be of the party; as I fear the jea- 
louſy of one, and the plain ſincerity of 
the other might ſpoil our plot. 

| have no notion of fearing one of my 
uncle's age and infirmities, cried Ruſtick, 
I am ſure, I hate to face this old dra- 
gon as much as you fear to be excluded 
the company of Lucinda: and now as 
this affair is ſettled, let us go in queſt of 
Trueman and Fanny. We found them 
very buſy in a. flower- garden: Ruſtick 
told him, his father and mother being 
abroad, he was conducted to an arbour, 
where he found his ſiſter reading one of 
our poets. When I appeared, ſhe ſeem- 
ed pleaſed, and looked ſo pretty, when 


in a little confuſion with a modeſt 


bluſh painted in her cheeks, ſhe return- 
ed me thanks for all the favours I had 
beſtowed on her unhappy brother : 
adding, in the ſweeteſt and gentleſt 
manner, indeed, ſir, you have mollified 
my father's anger againſt him to ſuch a 
degree, that he now ſuffers us talk of 
him, and wiſhes to know the name ” 

the 
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the good natured youth, that took o 


much pains to plead the cauſe of his too 
faulty ſon, that he might return me thanks 
in a much better manner than ſhe could 
pretend to. | 

I told her there was nothing in my 
power {he might not command, for her 
own ſake as well as her brother's. I 
then told her my name, and aſſured her 
you was as chearful as could be expect- 
ed, till a reconciliation was brought a- 
bout, which I did not fear the next time 
I had the pleaſure of waiting on her fa- 
ther. And now, I muſt confeſs, this 
was the firſt time that ever I regretted I 
had not taken Tymon's advice, as to 
the poliſhing my manners; for though I 
was alone with this charming girl, I 
could find no words to expreſs my ſenti- 
ments to her. Well, I do really believe 
your lovely fiſter will ſteal me from the 
chace, and reduce me to join this tribe 
of fighing lovers. 

We raillied him on the danger he 
was in of loſing his liberty. I am ſor- 


ry for it, cried Fanny, as I know he will 


grow dull and ſtupid, However, I re- 
Joice to hear I tall have nothing to do- 
with my uncle. But pray, Mr. True- 


man, do * ſtay, that your friend may 
have 
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have ſomebody to complain to; and I'll 
fetch Molly to keep me company, when 
you are tired of me; which I know will 
be the caſe; ſo be in no pain, for as ſoon 
as ever I percieve you are falling into one 
of your dumb fits, I will leave Lorenzo 
to complain to you, of cruel love, hard 
fate, and tormenting jealouſy. And in 
return, I ſuppoſe you will beg leave to ſay, 
black ingratitude, with the loſs of all your 
fortune by a father*s ſevere decree, are ills 
not to be ſupported. This, however, I 
know, you will fit like a woman, whoſe 
name I have forgot, who Semanthe told 
me the god's turn'd into ſtone to de- 
liver her from her miſery, but, by the 
bye, I don't believe it. 

I never can forgive myſelf, cried True- 
man, if I have been ſo ſtupid in your 
company. Not always, but you know 
= have ſometimes looked at me for 

a long time together, without ſpeaking 
one word, till 1 gave you a good flap 
on the ſhoulder, and that brought you 
to yourſelf again. But don't be 
affronted, and you ſhall go with me 
to tell ms 1 18 want _ey to-mor- 
row. 


They 
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They gone, Mrs. Ruſtick ſaid, I am 
afraid you condemn me for the educa- 
tion of that girl. Fo avoid making her 
a heap of affectation, pride, and arti- 
ſice, I have run into the other extream ; 
as I found her of an open, honeſt nature, 
I have, with the greateſt pleaſure, let her 
declare her ſentiments without diſguiſe : 
but I now ſee a little caution would be 
quite neceſſary, to make her avoid a 
freedom that may create her enemies: 
therefore, dear ladies, help me to po- 
liſh this precious jewel, that ſhe may 
ſhine with a brighter luſtre than at 
preſent. 

1 begged ſhe might ba; left to her 
own natural diſpoſition, which was 10 
engaging, that I dare ſay, time and a 
little experience would lead her into 
the path ſhe ought to purſue : there- 
fore do not curb the growth of this 
tender plant, but let her luxuriant fancy 
wander through every ſcene that pre- 
ſents itſelf to her imagination. 

Here a civil invitation to Eucinda 
and all the company, but Fanny and 
myſelf, piqued: me greatly, but I ſaid 
not a word, till Ruſtick told me it 
was like his manners, to leave me and 
his ſiſter out of the party; for which 

reaſon, 
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reaſon, if it was not in hopes of be- 
ing of ſome ſervice to us, he would not 
go near him 

As the ladies were laying down ſome 
rules for their behaviour, Fanny and 
Trueman returned: the mother told her 
ſne had affronted her uncle ſo much, 
that he would not give her a dinner, 
which ſhe ſhould reſent if ſhe was not 


in hopes of ſerving her friends. What 
ſervice would it be to Lucinda, to hear 


every word I fay, turned into ridicule 
by that croſs old man? Trueman, with 
ſome warmth, expreſſed great indigna- 
tion againſt a man that could treat her 
with ſuch ill-nature, that nothing but 
his age could protect him from the re- 
ſentment of every man of humanity. 
Though 1 do not love him, cried 
Fanny, 1 would have him die a natural 
death, ſo pray don't talk of murder, 
for it frights me out of my wits. All 


this time, Ruſtick appeared fo thought- 


ful that I was convinced Harriot had 
conquered our young huntſman: for 
though he endeavoured to conceal his 
chagrin he could not recover his ſpirits, 
though Fanny raillied him in the live- 
leſt manner. 
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CHAP. vi. 


NISCON TENTED with the ſitu- 
ation I was in, 1 roſe very early, 

and found my friend Ruſtick ſitting in 
a penſive poſture. After ſome converſa- 
tion, I brought him to confefs a paſſion 
he had never felt before. He ſeemed 


vexed at himſelf for ſuch a weakneſs, 


as he called it: but I convinced him he 
had no reaſon to deſpair, for Mr. True- 
man would think him a very great match 


for his daughter: therefore he had no- 
thing to do but to ſpeakſ to the young 
lady, and if ſhe gave leave, he might 


propoſe himſelf to her father, and 1 
durſt promiſe he would ſueceed. 


He told me I was his beſt adviſer, and 


that there was nothing he would not un- 
gergo to mak Lucinda mine. The ladies 
Joining us, I mult confeſs Lucinda's go- 
ing to fir Charles made me wretched. 
She ſaw my uneaſineſs, and anal na 
convinced me I was in the wrong 
but all arguments are vain, when = 
ſion governs reaſon ; however, I bore 
up *till the coach drove away. I then 
returned to my own apartment : - 
the 
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the croſs accidents of my life preſented 
themſelves before me. I could not help 
thioking how the time was changed, 
fince you and I, my lord, paſſed all our 
hours in pleaſing ſchemes of uinterrupt- 
ed joys; but now, gloomy care and diſ- 
content diſturbed the ſweet ſerenity that 
ſhould attend a favoured lover's hopes: 
but when the mind is dejected, ſhe ſinks 
into a kind of deſpondency. This was 
my caſe, The obſtinacy of ſir Charles, 
joined to the uncommon eſteem ſhe had 
for her her brother, were obſtacles never 
to be conquered. How in a moment did 
I quit common ſenſe, to ſummon every 
misfortune that could befal me? I ſup- 
poſed Alvaro was now under perſecu- 
tion for being a heretic, and no doubt 
it would be known I was one mylelf, 
which would ruin my fortune, and break 
my mother's heart, and then I ſhould die 
in a ſtrange land unlamented. 

Trueman, whoſe ſoul was tender as 


the village ſwain, left his blooming 


Fanny, to ſooth the woes that then de- 
preſſed me. He inſenſibly led me into a 
better way of thinking, and then beg- 
ged me to adviſe him how to conduct 
himſelf in his preſent ſituation. Honour, 
added he, forbids my making ule of the 
precious 
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precious moments fortune throws in my 
way on purpoſe to enſlave me. I can- 
not ſee this charming girl, free and art- 
leſs as the tender lambs that graze on 
vonder plain, without loſing my liberty. 
I wiſh I could perſuade you to fly, 
before ſhe gains too great a power over 
you. Alas, it will ſoon be too late to 
recover your liberty. Believe me, the 
{weets of love ſeldom anſwer the anxious 
fears that haunt a lover's brain. Even 
J. though bleſſed with my Lucinda's 
ſmiles, yet this all-accompliſhed fair one 
cannot ſecure me from jealouſy, that 
| bane of every joy. Inſtead of meeting 
Cleanthes with the warm ſentiments of 
a friend, I am perplexed with doubts, 
how I have acquitted myſelt in the ab- 
ſence of that generous man, whoſe ex- 
alted ſoul can only be conquered by the 
charms of Semanthe : here, like me, he 
ſinks under the tyranny of the god of 
vain deſires and fruitleſs wiſhes, I plainly 
ſee Ruſtick and you are falling into his 
ſnare, Your ſiſter has ſubdued his ſtub- 
born heart, which may be of great ſer- 
vice to you; and yet I think it would 
be wrong in you to endeavour to engage 
Fanny, *till your father receives you as 
his ſon. A good eſtate is the beſt re- 
| condemnation 
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commendation to parents, Till that 
happens, I need not bid you be very 
aſſiduous to pleaſe her; and I fancy you 
will ſucceed, as ſhe does not ſuſpect you; 
if ſhe did, her fears would make her fly 
from you. I know you are impatient to 
ſee her, and I am ready to attend you. 


We ſoon ſaw her and Molly making 


hay in one of her brothers fields. Charmed 


with the little ſhepherdeſs, he begged 1 


would obſerve her dreſs, and then tell 
him, if that ſtraw hat, adorned with pink 
ſtreamers, was not more becoming than 
all the laboured elegance of dreſs. 

On ſeeing us, ſhe threw down her 
rake, and told us, if we had ſettled 
every thing to our minds, they were ready 
for dinner. We were no ſooner ſeated, 
but ſhe commenced woman, and did the 
honours of her table in ſo obliging a 
manner, that her lover ſeemed delighted 
with her. But poor Molly looked ſo 
aſhamed, that we could not get a word 
out of her, *till I aſked her if ſhe had 
read Caſſandra. I have ſeen it, replied 
the; but it treats of ſuch great people, 
that I don't like it. Tell me ſomething 
out of it, cried Fanny, for I love ſtories 


_ mightily. 
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The account I gave of the unhappy 
paſſion of Orondates and Statira pleaſed 
fo well, that I found Panny's opinion of 
me roſe in proportion to the knowledge 
I had of my author: but Trueman ſoon 
robbed me of the fame I had obtained, 
by. introducing a novel, 

The girls were all attention, nor could 
J be indifferent to the undeſerved diftreſs 
of the lovely, innocent Clariſſa. But the 
Fortunate Country Maid had ſuch an 
effect upon Molly, that you would have 
thought ſhe had ſeen her own fate in the 
ſtory ſhe had heard. And now finding 
they were fet in for this fort of enter- 


tainment, I flipped away, and never ſaw 


them more till the evening, that the 
coach returned. I flew to take Lucinda's 
hand, which ſhe gave me with a moſt 
bewitching ſmile, ſaying, well, fir, you 
fee I am returned fate. Though ] can- 
aot preſent you with an olive branch, we 
have patched up a peace, or rather a 


' truce : the priſoners are enlarged ; Se- 


manthe is overjoyed that my brother is 
coming home, and I ſuppoſe Bell is not 
diſpleaſed that ſhe ſhall ſee Sprightly. 
Could we manage ſir Charles, ye ſhould 
all be happy. : 
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To ſay the truth, ſaid Mrs. Ruftick, 
All my. hopes are centered in Cleanthes; 
perhaps he may think of ſome way to 


convince him, how ridiculous a figure 
he makes as a lover: but a man grown 
old in obſtinacy and pride, is an ungo- 


vernable creature. My heart akes for 
Semanthe; ſhe inherits all her mother's 


virtues : the ſame dignity of behaviour, 
and nobleneſs of ſoul, ſeems to animate 


her boſom ; and yet "that excellent wo- 


man was forced from a lover, equal to 
her in all the accompliſhments of body 


and mind. In the bloom of life, ſhe was 


cruelly ſacrificed to the capricious will of 
my peeviſh, uncomplying brother. I may 
juitly ſay 1 fhared her ſorrows, though I 
could not relieve them. How many 
ſummers days and winters nights have I 
fate liſtening to her melancholy tale. I 
believe this was the cauſe of his averſion 
to me; but that I did not conſider, my 
whole attention being engaged to enable 
her to bear the ills ſhe ſtruggled with. 
But vain were all my endeavours, by 
degrees I ſaw an incurable malady had 
ſeized her. She inſenſibly waſted away 
till Semanthe was born; then, with a 
more compoſed and chearful counte- 
nance, ſhe gave the little innocent into 

2 my, 
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my arms, and begged I would guard her 
from her father's overbearing temper : 
but above all, my dear and only friend, 
let no cruel] uſage force her to marry a 
man ſhe cannot love. | 

My brother coming in, ſhe told him 
with a low and faultering voice ſhe for- 
gave him all his ill uſage had made her 
ſuffer; that ſhe would have made him 
happy if in her power; but as ſhe found 
it was not poſſible, ſhe begged he would 
let me have the care of her daughter, as 
'he was going to a place where everlaſting 
joys would be the reward of a life of 
cares and miſery : then reclining her head 
upon my boſom, ſhe cloſed - her lovely 
eyes, and ſunk to everlaſting reſt. The 
dreadful ſcene never appears before me, 
but I pay the tribute of a tender tear to 
the. dear departed ſhade, He ſeemed 
Mocked at firſt, but he foon forgot her. 
In vain I have endeavoured to ſupply the 
place of a mother to the dear pledge of 
my much-loved friend. Far from in- 
dulging me with the care of the helpleſs 
Infant, I ſeldom was permitted to fee her ; 
but this laſt interview has convinced me 
ſhe is not to be moved by her father's 
threats, to falſify her vows'to Cleanthes ; 
98 as to lord * addreſſes, they 

gave 
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gave her no pain; for, ae added- 
ſhe, be aſſured I cannot fear a man I 
deſpiſe ſo much, that if nothing . elſe 
would deliver me from that hated alliance,. 
I would this moment leave my father's 
houſe, though poverty and ſcorn were to 
be the companions of my flight; and 
as Lucinda and Lorenzo are wretched 
upon my account, when Cleanthes re- 
turns, they , muſt be left at liberty to 
make each other happy; I cannot bear 
to ſee their exalted virtues depreſſed by 
my hard fate. No, I wilt wander a help- 
lels fugitive, in a foreign land, rather 
than bring deſtruction on two deſerving,” 
lovers. (1 | 

I faid every thing i in my power to con- 
vince her of my friendſhip, aſſuring her 
1 never would leave her in the diſtreſſed 
condition ſhe deſcribed: . but, my dear. 
child, added. I, let me beg you, by the 
injured ghoſt of your much eſteemed and. 
honoured mother, moderate your paſ- 
ſions, leſt one raſh act ſhould. fully all 
your future life. It is impoſſible, cried I; 
Semanthe never can redreſs my ſuffer- 
ings. Have I not given my word and 
honour never to marry Wee till her 
brother has obtained Semanthe ? beſides, 
the thought of her wandering from place 
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to place, to hide herſelf from an inhuman 
father, ſhocks me to ſueh a degree, that 
F would not, even to gain Eueinda, 
ſee her ſo wretched. What a monſter of 
ingratitude muſt Cleanthes think me, if 
F could forget all the favours he has. 
heaped upon me with a laviſh hand: nor 
would Lucinda take fo worthleſs a crea» 
ture to her arms. Therefore, dear ma- 
dam, be aſſured I had rather be miſera- 
Ble, than guilty of ſuch a crime. | 
My words had ſuch an effect on Lu. 
cinda, that I ſaw her eyes brimful of 
tears. Poor Fanny ſympathized in our 
woes; a ſolemn ſilence enſued, till Ruſ- 
tick proteſted he could not ſupport the 
diſmal ideas we had raiſed in his mind. 
What the devil, cried he, can fir 
Charles be made of, that he delights i in 
giving pain? was not the death of the 
moſt deſerving wife fuffietent ro ſoften 
His ſtony heart, but he muſt purſue Se- 
manthe and lſabella with the ſame im- 
placable reſentment? Bell confeſſed to 
me ſhe had loſt all her ſpirits; peace was 
a ſtranger to her breaſt, as ſhe could 
not ſoppoſe Semanthe would be able to 
ſupport the ſleepleſs nights and wretched 
days of painful ſervitude, Sometimes, 
indeed, added ſhe, her mounting fout 
ſcems- 
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ſeems to ſoar above the diſappointments 
of this world; but then love for Clean- 
thes, and pity for his ſiſter and Lorenzo, 
finks her again into deſpair. Theſe are 
the ills 1 have to bear for my friend ; 
nor are my own affairs jn a much better 
fituatiow, With what pleaſure could we 
fly co your mother for protection? how 
unlike her brother is that amiable wo- 
man? but vain are all our endeavours, 
*cill deſtiny breaks the chain that now 
unites us to him. If theſe are the ills 
attending the joys of love, continued he, 
what muſt they ſuffer who meet with 
cold diſdain? Dear Trueman, fly the fa- 
tal ſhaft of Cupid, for my part, I fear 
I am already in his power; but I am 
determined not to live long in ſuſpence. 
If 1 find no hopes of ſucceeding, 1 will 
fly the pit immediately, and purſue the 
chace, till I regain my freedom. 

I told him, he talked like one that 
was only entangled, not caught : but as 
we mutt leave you to-morrow, pray let 
us know how you proceed. 

- I cannot part with you all, ctied 
Ruftick ; you muft leave Trueman with 
me, wichout you intend I ſhould die of 
melancholy, We conſented, to the great 
Jy of Fanny, who dreaded being left 

H 4 alone 
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alone with her brother, as ſhe ſaid he 
would do nothing but perſecute her with 
the numberleſs graces that 'adorn Miſs 
Trueman's perſon. | 
I ſaw Trueman looked diſcontented; 

J aſked, if any new diſaſter had befallen 
him ? No, fir, anſwered he, but I am 
diſtreſſed leſt you and Lucinda ſhould 
think me ungrateful to my firſt bene- 
factors; but on the other hand, the joy 
of being with Fanny made him paſlive 
in the affair. Therefore pray be ſo good 
as to tell me your thoughts freely. | 
| adviſed him to ſtay, and, by every 
laudable method, endeavour to make 
Ruſtick his friend; as to me, I dare ſay 
time will ſtrengthen my good opinion 
of you, The ladies called us to cards, 
but we ſoon found we were not diſengag- 
ed enough to know what we were about. 
NIrs. Ruſtick ſeemed quite overwhelmed 
with the misfortunes her brother had 
brought on his own and Cleanthes's fa- 
mily, which Fanny obſerving, ſhe was 
ſo earneſt with us to ſtay *till her mother 
had recovered her uſual ſerenity of tem- 
per, that we could not deny her requeſt. 
How weak am J, ſaid Mrs. Ruſtick, 
to pry into future events? who can tell 
by what unforeſeen ways Providence may 
direct. 
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direct and guide you through theſe intri- 
cate paths, in which I ſee you involved : ? 
think my dear Fanny is the only one 
that is free from perturbation of mind. 

Fanny declared ſhe was not ſo happy 
as we thought her, for ſhe really believed, 
next to being in love one's ſelf, the keep- 
ing company with thoſe that were ſo, 
affected one's ſpirits. What a ſet of 
wretched people are here; and how can 
you ſuppoſe I don't pity them? but bro- 
ther, added ſhe, do go and fee Harriot 
to-morrow, while theſe ladies are here to 
keep my mother company. 

don't know what to do, replied 1 i 
but I wiſh Lorenzo would go with me. 
You may command me, ſaid I ; but ſay, 
my friend, what part muſt 1 act? would 
you have me encounter the old gentle- 
'man, while you engage the young lady ? 

No, no, I can manage the father well 
enough ; I want you to offer her a till 
now unconquered heart, that will never 
ſay more than he thinks, nor promiſe 
more than he will perform. As to for- 
tune, Jam very indifferent about it; but 
pray aſſure her, I will not ſuffer a bond 
againſt her brother to give her one mo- 
ment's pain. Forgive my directing you 
what to ſay, ſkilled in all the gentle arts 
5 to 
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to plead a lover's cauſe. I am by na- 
ture rough; my voice is harfh ; therefore 
I would put it in her power to refuſe my 
ſuit, without ſhocking her delicacy. 
When we arrived at Thrifty Place, 
Ruftick introduced me to the lady, as the 
firſt protector of her ſon, With great 
politeneſs ſhe acknowledged the obliga- 
tions Lucinda and I had laid her under; 
ſhe then let us know Mr. Trueman was 
confined to his bed by a fit of the gout. 
When they left us, we went into the 
garden; I found the youhg lady modeſt, 
ſenſible, and diſcreet, with a becoming 
diffidence that heightened her charms; 
and though perhaps the connoiſſeurs 
might not allow her an abſolute beauty, 
the delicacy d her perſon was very en- 
gaging. | 
LI entertained her at firſt with every 
thing relating to her brother; nay, I 
truſted her with his paſſion for Fanny, 
adding, you, madam, have it in your 
power to make him happy, as her bro- 
ther will deny nothing te a lady, on 
whoſe ſmiles depends his futufe fate. 
Unpractiſed in the falſhoed of our ſex, 
his honeſt heart commiſſioried me to lay 
his fortune at your feet; and he bid me 
aſſure you, if your father refuſes to - 
| Us 
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his fon free from his. preſent misfor- 
tunes, he would take care you ſhould not 
fee] one pang on his account. 

The many favours» we have received 


from that gentleman demand my thanks 
but this laſt generous offer to my bro- 


ther is ſo noble a proof of his ſentiments, 
that he may be aſſured of my eſteem ; 
and that is all I have in my power to 
grant, *till I know my father's mind. 

A fervant coming with a very civil 
meſſage from his maſter, I followed him, 
and found Ruſtick and he in a very warm 
debate. The firſt compliments over, he 
told me the great character my friend had 
given me, made him willing to refer his 
cauſe to me. Do you think I ought to 
forgive this indiſcreet boy, before 1 have 
made him ſuffer for his folly ? 

You do me great honour, and I dare 


ſay I need not remind you, that mercy 


is the darling attribute of heaven; nor 
can I conceive how an unforgiving tem- 
per can expect to meet with pardon from 
above. Take then this worthy youth 
under your protection, and let it not be 
ſaid a fon of yours depends upon ano- 
ther's bounty, but generouſly forgive 
him, nor ever more upbraid him with a 


fault that almoſt ſinks him into deſpair. 


Come 
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Come, ladies, do you intreat for a be- 
loved ſon and brother. 

Sir, you have conquered ; my boy ſhall 
no longer be baniſhed from his relations ; 
for as to friends, I think Lucinda and 
you two gentlemen are to be placed in 
the foremoſt rank. 

This I thought a good opportunity to 
move Ruſtick's ſuit, ſo I begged to 
ſpeak to him in private, and immediately 
found myſelf alone with him. I then, 
with all the rhetoric I was maſter of, dif- 
played all the virtues of Ruſtick in the 
light they juſtly deſerved. I then told 
him it was in his power to overpay him 
for any trouble he might have taken in 
his ſon's affairs, by permitting him to 
make his addrefles to Mifs Harriot, as 
ſhe was the only lady that could make 
him happy. 3H 

With joy I would embrace him as my 
ſon, but I fear my dear Harriot's fortune 
13 not equal to his eſtate; not but this 
beſt of children, the joy and comfort of 
my declining age, ſhall carry a father's 
bleſſing to the man that takes this trea- 
ſure from my hand. I muſt now ſend 
for the beſt of women, who, from the 
day I married her, made her will ſub- 
mit to mine; and in return, except . 
| 2 the 
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the caſe of my ſon, I never agree to-any 
thing *till J have conſulted her. 

Mrs. Trueman, with pleaſure ſpark- 
ling in her eyes, came in. I withdrew, 
and found Ruſtick greatly diſtreſſed for 
want of words to move his ſuit to the 
lady. I told him I had ſucceeded ; no- 
thing could bar his pretenſions but her 
being engaged. He begged ſhe would 
diſcloſe his fate, for if ſome favourite 
youth had taken poſſeſſion of her heart, 


he had nothing to ſay: but if ſhe allowed 
him to hope, he might, perhaps, in time 
convince her he deſerved her love; for, 


madam, continued he, though I am not 
eloquent in words, nor graced with ſmooth 
and well-turned periods, I can boaſt an 
honeſt, taithful heart, that never owned 
the power of. beauty, *till I ſaw the 
charming Miſs Trueman. 

The bluſhing maid aſſured him his 
open artleſs manner of treating her, 
obliged her to confeſs ſhe was entirely 
free to obey her father's commands. The 
mother then led us to Mr. Trueman, 
who taking Ruſtick's hand, ſaid, Har- 
riot, I think my raſh behaviour to your 
brother has proved fortunate for you, as 
it enables me to preſent this gentleman 

to 
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10 you for the friend and companion of 
your life; may you prove as good a wife 
as your mother. | 3 
The young lady caſt her eyes upon 
the ground. Ruſtick aſtoniſhed at his 
fucceſs, ſtood gazing on her with a ſilent 
rhetoric, more expreſſive of his tender 
ſentiments, than all the ſpeeches of a 
more artful tover. Soon after, he re- 
covered his ſpirits in ſuch a manner, 
that he declared his pafſion to Harriot in 
the warmeſt tranſports; telling her father 
and mother, if their daughter would ad- 
mit his addreſſes, ſhe would compleat his 
felicity. The young lady, with a con- 
ſcious ſmile, bowed her aſſent. It was 
then agreed the ſon ſhould be received 
with as much tenderneſs as if he had 
never offended. Every-body looked 
pleaſed : we took leave. My over-joyed 
companion was fo delighted with me, 
for bringing his affairs juſt to the point 
he had wiſhed, that there was no end of 
his acknowledgements. When we got 
home, he embraced Trueman, called him 
brother, and then related all that had 
paſſed! The good fortune of Trueman 
was received with great ſatisfaction by all 
the company, After he had returned us 
thanks in the genteeleſt manner, Ruſtick 
grew 


AND SEMANTHE. 159 
grew chearful, and his mother ſeemed 
mightily pleaſed with the character I gave 
of Harriot. | | 

The firſt joy over, the Ruſticks were 
amazed to fee Trueman look dejected; 
but as Lucinda and I knew there was 
no time to be loſt, we contrived: to give 
him an opportunity of declaring his paſ- 
ſion to Fanny; but how to uſe it he 
eould not imagine; till the giddy girl 
put it in his power to begin a conver- 
fation, by aſking him, what made him 
look ſo gtave? that, for her part, ſhe 


3 believed he was ſorry her brother was 


to marry his ſiſter. He aſſured her, an 
alliance with her family, was what he 
deſired above all other bleſſings. Then 
what is the matter with you, that you are 
fallen into one of your dumb fits? Dear 
Mifs Fanny, can't you ſuppoſe I am in 
love? Sure, that is impoſſible: what 
muſt I always be plagued with a ſighing 
tribe of lovers? But, after all, if that 
1s the caſe, tell me, who has had the 
power to captivate you? for I] love to be 
truſted : but I don't believe you are in 
love! or, if you arez what need that 
make you ſo miſerable? if ſhe has reject- 
ed you, think no more of her, There 
lies my difficulty; I dare not ſpeak _ 

the 
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the cruel author of my pain. I have no 
notion of that, as I have always heard love 
is involuntary. Then why ſhould ſhe 
be angry? Is it poſſible you ſhould not 
think there may be a perſon on whom 
my happineſs depends, and yet I may not 


have the courage to acquaint her with 


my paſſion ? Suppoſe I had this mo- 
ment the fair author of my pain before 
me, might 1 not fear ſhe would blaſt my 
hopes with a denial ? then think what! 
muſt I ſuffer. As to ſufferings and all 
that, I don't think about them: then 
in a little pet, ſne would have left me; 
but ] ſeized her hand, begging ſhe would 
conſider what a ſtate of uncertainty I 
was in. Let me go; for I don't love 
miſerable people; you know I love to be 
chearful; really, you appear to me as 


grave and ſtupid as if you was in a 


priſon. I feem what I am; but then 
my gaoler is ſo pretty, and ſo inno- 
cently wild, that I cannot wiſh to be 
free; nay, I am ſo fai from coveting it, 
that I glory in my chain. If you like 
your ſituation, why do you complain? 
gre bom the tyrant I adore will not let 
e plead my cauſe: and I have but 
one day before I muſt leave her, igno- 
rant of my. paſſion, Had ſhe but half 
the 
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the tender ſentiments of my ſiſter, ſhe 
would not let me be the wretch I am. 
If I was as wiſe as Lucinda, or my cou- 
fins of Wealthy-place, I ſhould manage 
this affair without diſcovering I know 
what you mean; but, as I love plain 
dealing, I will tell you, I do not diſlike 
you; though, I aſſure you, I am not a 
bit in love with you. However, if my 
mother and brother approve your preten- 
ſions, I will patiently hear what you 
have to urge, that can make me take 
off your chains to wear them myſelf. 
But, pray, ſay no more, for I muſt go 
and make tea. Trueman drew. me out 
of the company, to tell me how happy 
Fanny had made him. Elated with his 
good ſucceſs, he ſeemed to have forgot 
all former misfortunes, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


HE. next day we took leave of 
1 this worthy family. We were no 
fooner alone, than I obſerved Ruſtick 
had rerovered his ſpirits, and Trueman 
had caſt away every fear. They think 
they fail before the windy and yet, 4 
fudden ſtorm may deftroy their well- 
grounded hopes. Why will you fix your 
eyes upon the worſt that can happen, re- 
plied Lucinda? or why raiſe one of your 
ftorms to deſtroy the peace of theſe lo- 


vers? Let them give way to the pleaſ- 


ing ideas they now entertain of their 
future happineſs: *tis the intereft of each 
family to join in deſiring this double 
alliance. Therefore I beg you will not 
bring evils upon them, that may add 
to your own gloomy imagination: they 
have no ſir Charleg-to diſturb their 
ſchemes. * 

On our arrival at the caſtle, we found 
Lovemore impatient to ſce us, as he 
knew letters from Rome would give us 
great pleaſure: I tore open the ſeal, and 


toon found my mother was ignorant of 


the change in my religion; and that lord 
Ealy 
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Eaſy had faid ſo many fine things of Lu- 
einda's beauty and merit, that fhe 
thought it was only my love to that 
lady, which determined me to fettle in 
this country; of which Alvaro had given 
her ſuch an account, that ſhe had fold} 
one of my eſtates to her brother, reſolv- 
ed to ſhare our fortunes in that land of 
ſtrangers: Alvaro's letter was to the 
ſame effect; only he ſnewed great im- 
patience ' to know my ſtate of mind; 
adding, lord Eaſy's character of Lucin- 
da had fixed my mother's reſolution. 

I had much a-do to ſuppreſs a riſing 
jealouſy, when F heard how laviſh lord 
Eaſy was in the praiſe of Lucinda's beau- 
ty. However, I hid this frailty in my. 
nature, though I believe, when we are 
fincere, either in love or friendſhip, *tis 
impoſſible to be quite free from what 
the generality of your cold unmean- 
ing people, call this weakneſs in the 
mind. I was divertgd'from theſe thoughts 
by Lovemore's giving a ſmall box to 
Lucinda, faying he was ordered by Al- 
varo, to deliver it into her own hand, 
with a thouſand bleſſings, for the ten- 


der care ſhe employed to ſave a ſon as. 


dear to his mother, as even life itſelf. 
That ſhe hoped, when the hour arrived 
* that 
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that gave her to Lorenzo, ſhe would 
not deſpiſe that ſmall preſent, but let it 
in ſome ſhape or other adorn the love- 
ly bride. 

Delighted with theſe kind expreſſions, 
from the mother of the man ſhe had fa- 
voured with her ſmiles, ſhe opened the 


box, where ſhe found many diamonds- 


and other gems of great value. She ſaid. 
ſo many obliging things upon the occa- 
ſion, that I felt a joy not to be expreſſed. 
I. ovemore, to confirm her good opinion 
of this dear and honoured parent, gave 
her Alvaro's letter. I ſaw her ſo touch- 
ed with the uncommon grief ſhe had: 


ſuffered for the danger 1 had been in, 


that ſhe: ſaid, O, Mr. Lovemore! are 
you not delighted with this beſt of wo- 
men? Could I have been ſuch a brute, 
as to leave him in the miſerable condi- 
tion I found him, would not Provi- 
dence have ſent one: ſuperior being to 
reſtore a. darling 1 A the fond arms 
of an indulgent r? and yet, tho” 


his life bas — ſo wonderfully — 60 
ed, I cannot bring him to bear his diſ- 
appointments patient] y. Would you be- 
heve, ſince I ſaw you, he has accuſed me. 
of a horrid conſpiracy. againſt him, in. 
which I had villainouſly reſolved to de- 

liver 
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{iver up my perſon and fortune into the 
hands of his mortal foe, fir Charles. 

I am aſhamed of my behaviour, an- 
ſwered J, but ſtill, I cannot diveſt my- 
{elf of a thouſand fears that daily alarm 
me. I am ready to condemn myſelf, and 
to wiſh I could attain that mediocrity ſo 
neceſſary to make a prudent friend and 
lover. 32713 n 
To own we have been in the wrong, 
ſaid Lovemore, is one of the moſt eſſen- 
tial marks of our good ſenſe. Thoſe 
only are incorrigible, who never allow 
they have been in an error. Therefore, 
madam, be aſſured, time and experience 
will moderate that warmth of temper 
you complain of: for though I confeſs 
it ſometimes brings perſons into many 
inconveniencies, yet I have always found 
a generoſity, in the way of thinking of 
ſuch that ſets them above all malice and 
revenge, whereas-a man of an obſtinate, 
dark turn of mind} will appear cool and 
deliberate, though, at the ſame time, 
he harbours the moſt implacable reſent- 
ment againſt his long- tried friends, if 
they differ from him in opinion. 

Of this, I will give you an inſtance 
in Wilfull, whoſe father dying when he 
was a child, and leaving his family in diſ- 
= treſſed 
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treſſed cireumſtances, the eldeſt ſon, who 
was. a lad of parts, I took under my 
protection, but I ſaon found he had 
ſomething ſo over- bearing in him, that 
he was often diſagreeable to his compa- 
nions. This I vainly thought 1 could 
getthe better of, by perſuading him to ſub- 
mit, in his turn, to the different humourg 
of thoſe he converſed with. But, alas! 
as years encreaſed, I only brought him 
to hide his nature. I loved him tender- 
iy, and he continued to live with me till 
he was turned of two and twenty; when 
a relation.of his died and left him an ea- 
fy fortune. He immediately removed 
to his own eſtate, where he threw off all 
reſtraint, and became an univerſal mo- 
nitor to all that came in his way. Small 
blemiſhes in his opinion were ſufficient 
to cancel a thouſand virtues. 

In vain JI remanftrated to him we 
ought not to pretend to reform others 
till we had in ſome meaſure gained a 
victory over ourſelves. He told me as 
he had ſhoak off all prejudice of edu- 
cation, he ſhould take the liberty to be- 
have as he pleaſed, That he thought 
he had an undouhted right to tell peo- 
ple of their follies, in order to their a- 
mendment. That as he was free from 
| pride 
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pride and vanity himſelf, he would not 


bear ſuch faults in thoſe he converſed 
with. | 


T aſked him if he did not think it poſ- 
fible for a man to miſtake the motives 
of his own actions; and, if fo, I beg- 


ed he would examine his -own heart, 
leſt ſpleen and ill- nature ſhould be at 
the bottom of all this ſeverity, He 
gave me no anſwer, but left me a lit- 
tle abruptly. You cannot imagine how 
much I was grieved at his behaviour, 
or what unwearied pains I took to re- 
gain him; ibut all to no purpoſe; the 
few favours 1 had done him were for- 


got; a coldneſs enſued; and by de- 


grees, he treated me with ſcorn and 
contempt. I took no notice of it for 
ſome time, till at laſt, hearing he turn- 
ed me into ridicule, I deſiſted from all 


farther endeavours to be reconciled te 


him. In this unaccoumtable manner L 
loſt a beloved friend, which has occa- 


ſioned me many uneaſy hours; but he 


has uſed me ill, and he never will for- 
give me for ſeeing it. He does not 
conſider, that we may all find ſo many 
defects in ourſelves, that it is amazing 
to me how any one can be extream, to 
mark what is done amiſs by others. 5 


: 
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But this is an unpleaſing theme: there. 
fore let us baniſh all gloomy apprehen- 
ſions, and truſt that your better genius 
will lead you to the wiſhed-for goal. 
As we found he was greatly effected 
with the unkindneſs of Wilfull, we chang- 
ed the diſcourſe, and gave him an ac- 
count of the families we had been en- 
gaged in. He was mightily pleaſed with 
the honeſt hearts of Mrs. Ruſtick and 
her ſon; the artleſs ſimplicity of Fanny; 
the modeſty of Harriot ; and her brother's 
repentance touched him ſo, that he re- 
Joiced at the reconciliation between the 
father and the ſon: but true virtue, con- 
tinued he, is ever ſoft and gentle. He 
then told us he was glad we had un- 
deceived him in regard to the Ruſticks, 
as he had heard, Fanny was a wild under- 
bred girl, fit only to converſe with her 
ſavage brother. | 

That comes from Wilfull, anſwered I, 
his vanity is mortified, and his pride too 
much hurt, by the plain denial of that 
agreeable young creature. 

We are apt to complain of each other, 
cried Lovemore, though we never con- 
.demn ourſelves. I dare ſay, he does not 
ſuſpect prejudice leads him into errors, 
hat ſullies many good and worthy prin- 
a ciples. 
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ciples. For my ſake, think favourable 
of him, as I have a tenderneſs for him, 
that even his ill uſage cannot deſtroy. 
And now give me leave to enquire after 
ſir Charles and the poor injured Seman- 
the. | 

Alas! replied I, when we are under 
the apprehenſion of any misfortune, we 
think every thing will happen according 
to the pictures we have painted in our 
imagination. The inhuman fir Charles 
is not to be moved: Neither prayers nor 
tears can ſoften his ſtony heart. I 
fear Cleanthes will only return to new 
cares, and, what is worle to me, he 


muſt view me as one of the cauſes of fir 


Charles's hatered to him. 

Is it poſſible, Lucinda, cried Love- 
more, that even your beauty ſhould blow 
up ſo ſtrong a flame in the frozen bo- 
ſom of age, that nothing can extinguiſh 
it? 

Tis the perverſeneſs of his nature, re- 
plied ſhe, that I really believe deter- 
mines him to purſue me; for I never 
can think a ſoul like his can be capable 
of either love or friendſhip. I fear my 
brother's rhetoric, were it equal to that 
of the famed Roman orator, would have 
no effect on that ſtuborn heart of his. 

LL. 1 I My 
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My forbading tears ſeem to tell me there 
are many ills concealed in fate's eternal 
volume that now ftand Try to diſcloſe 
the fatal fecret. | 

Why, faid Lovemore, is pity all 1 
can beſtow? But don't diſpair, Provi- 
dence is over all its works. The juſt 
and merciful author of this world never 
forſakes the good and virtuous part of 
his creatures; let that thought enable 
you to raiſe your minds above the craft 
of baſe and inſolent mankind. *Tis 
certain, my lord, there is not ſo ſove- 
reign a medicine for an aMiced mind, 

as the advice of a friend that is wiſe and 
juſt in all his notions. For as to philo- 
ſophy, that conſtantly forſakes us when 
any of the ſofter paſſions aſſault the ſou] : 
but love is conſtantly the author of its 
own miſery: then think of my fituation. 
The humanity of this family to me was 
the ſource of all their troubles. Had 
not fortune thrown me in the way of 
Lucinda, ſhe might have been free from 
all attachments. Lovers at a diſtance 
have not the ſame chance to ſucceed, 
as one who has it in his power to dif- 
cloſe his paſſion in a thouſand ſhapes. 
On my firſt ſeeing her, I could not ſpeak 
her language; ſhe was my Natty 
| A | 100n 
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ſoon taught me to diſcribe the pain I ſuffer- 
ed. By degrees ſhe owned her love: but my 
happineſs was of a ſhort duration. Sure 
mine is an uncommon caſe! few men de- 
clined ſo far in life ever pretended to 
gain a blooming beauty of a large for- 
tune; and yet my cruel fate has conjured 
up a demon in the ſhape of fir Charles 
to torment me with his ill- timed paſ- 

Theſe conſiderations made me {ſo 
thoughtful, that neither my dear Lucin- 
da's prudance, nor Lovemore's precepts 
could raiſe me above the dreadful ills I 
ſtruggled with. As they were one day 
endeavouring to inſpire me with hopes 
of better proſpects, we heard the ſhouts 
of a mixed multitude. We iſſued out 
of the caſtle, to learn the cauſe; at laſt, 
we ſaw a chariot and {ix coming towards 
us, ſurrounded by great numbers of peo- 
ple, who, to our great joy, cried, God 
bleſs the brave Cleanthes, who fought 
ſo valiantly in defence of his country! 
Welcome, Cleanthes! the father of the 
poor, and the friend of all mankind. 
As he drew nigh, we flew to meet him; 
but our joy was ſoon over; he looked 
greatly fatigued; the vivacity that uſed 
to ſparkle in his eyes, was obſcured! the 
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glow of health that adorned his perſon, 
gave way to a languid paleneſs; and, to 
add to our fears, his right arm was in a 
fling ; which ſhocked us ſo, that we 
ftood ſtaring at him without the power 
to ſtir, He perceiving our diſtreſs, broke 


through the crowd, and, in his inimi- 


table manner, received us with ſuch a 
warmth of friendſhip, that poor Lucin- 
da burſt into tears. He begged us not 


to look ſo diſmayed; for though a late 


fever had robbed him of ſome of his 
health and ſpirits, he did not doubt his 
recovery, now he was in the midſt of 
his friends. e 

- When they had entertained the peo- 
ple with great quantities of wine and 
ſtrong beer, Sprightly aſked us how we 
could think of welcoming home two he- 
roes, who had fought the nation's bat- 


tles, with tears and lamentations, when, 


on the contrary, they expected Lucinda 
and I would have given them an account 
of the love and conſtancy of Iſabella 
and Semanthe? . 

By degrees we told them all that had 
paſſed in their abſence, Sprightly ſaid 
many pleaſant things upon Ruſtick's 
behaviour to his uncle: was glad to hear 


of the ſucceſs of our lovers; but ä 
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ed greatly diſtreſſed for Iſabella, who he 
vowed to deliver from ſlavery, if ſhe 
would follow his advice. 

Cleanthes, in great diſorder of mind, 
faid, ſure I am fallen indeed if that tit- 
led fool, Simple, is preferred before me! 
can that wretch be thought a proper 
companion for a lady of Semanthe's 
exalted merit? and yet *tis not in my 
power to prevent the ills ſhe ſuffers. 
The fatal oath that has paſſed her lips, 
deſtroys my hopes! What then is to be 
done? Good heaven! why was I born 
to be the ruin of thoſe I love? Had I 
fallen bravely, defending my county, I 
had now been laid in honour's bed; nor 
would my partial friends have. failed to 
deck my tomb with never-fading lau- 
rels. Delivered over to ſilence and reſt, 
my ſiſter and Lorenzo had been happy; 
and my dear Semanthe would have ſuf- 
fered time inſenſibly to ſteal my image 
from. her heart. But, alas! while I re- 
main in this ſtate, *ris impoſſible to break 


thoſe ties that were faſtened by love and 


friendſhip. : 
My dear Cleanthes, replied Lovemore, 
do not let your mind be depreſſed by fo 


mean a genius as ſir Charles, Conſider. 


you have been one of thoſe glorious 
5 e 
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chiefs that deſended our laws and li- 
berty, Were you not miraculouſly pre- 
ferved amidſt the horrors of a cruel war? 
Can you forget, when overborn by num- 
bers, you lay an eaſy prey-to death, had 
not your guardian angel that moment 
fnatched you from the impending dan- 
ger; healed every wound, and brought 
vou ſafe to your paternal ſeat; where, 
turrounded by friends and blefſed with 
ſortune's choiceft gifts, you may, with 
pleaſure, recal all the paſt actions of 
your life ſecure, that neither guilt or 
ingratitude have had power to blaſt your 
honeſt fame, you ought to rejoice when 
you ſee ſweet peace now ſpread her am- 
ple wings to guard the nation from e- 
very danger of uncertain war. 

But don't miſtake my meaning * do 
not expect a man of your age ſhould be 
free from paſſions: yours is a laudable 
one; and claims your utmoſt endeavours 
to gain ſo rich a prize. All your friends 
are ready to aſſiſt you. And as to Loren- 
20 and Lucinda, I am ſure they could 
taſte no happineſs if you was wretehed! 
think what you make us ſuffer, when 
we ſee you the blank of what you was 
when an eaſy freedom adorned your per- 
ſon, and contemplation improved your 

mind! 
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mind! Act up to your own underſtand- 
ing; reſtore Cleanthes to himſelf, to me, 
his fifter, and Semanthe. 

I Þ proteſt, cried Sprightly, Cleanthes 
has caſt ſuch a gloom over Lorenzo 
and his fiſter, that they look as if the 
fentance of eternal ſeparation was to be 
pronounced againſt them. 

I think, faid Cleanthes, the weakneſs 
of my body renders me unable to exert 
the nobler faculties of my mind, or I 
mould not have diſtreſſed them with my 
fears, blind as I am to future events. To 
fee myſelf once more with thoſe I love, 
eannot fail to raiſe my languid ſpirits: 
The ſight of Semanthe will reanimate my 
breaſt, and we may all be happy. 

We aſſured him our grief aroſe from 
the diſappointment we ſuffer in finding 
Belmour had deceived us, by not let- 
ting us know the true ſtate of his 
health. 

He was not in fault; wr on his re- 
turn from you, he found me extreamly 
Hin a fever. I inſiſted upon his nor 
giving you the pain of knowing my 
danger; he complied with my requeſt, 
as he did with every thing I deſired: 
nay, he even prevented my wants and 
wiſhes; to his care I owe more than 
| 7 4A ever 
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ever I can repay, With ſoft compaſ- 
ſion he watched every turn in my diſ- 
temper, till finding me quite out of 
danger, he painted the behaviour of 
Semanthe in ſuch lively colours, that I 
thought myſelf happy, till he told me 
the quarrel he had with fir Charles. He 
ſaw me ſtruck at what he had ſaid; my 
affairs appeared to me in a deſperate 
fituation. I knew he would not bear to 
be found fault with, as he always de- 
fends what he has done. He ſaw thro? 
the diſguiſe I endeavoured to conceal, 
and grew angry, that I ſhould think it 
a fault to ſpeak his mind upon ſuch an 
occaſton, I told him I loved plain deal- 
ing as well as he; but till I thought 
prudence was eſſential to the manage- 
ment of thoſe we have to deal with: 
that ſir Charles was grown old in a low 
peviſh pride, that ſet him above contra- 
diction ; therefore, I wiſh he had been 
more cautious. I will never diſturb 
your councils more; nor will I ever ſee 
the face of that abſurd old fellow, till 
I hear you are married to Semanthe. 
I ſoon found ſome new paſſion en- 
groſſed all his attention: his fiery ima- 
gination again ran away with him. By 
degrees I brought him to confeſs the 
| widow 
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widow Flutter's charms had quite ef- 
faced the image of his falſe Italian, He 
knew ſhe was a coquet, and he feared 
fickle ; but he he did not expect to meet 
with a lady, all perfection, like my ſiſter 
and Semanthe : nay, he did not deſire it, 
left ſhe ſhould deſpiſe him for his faults 
whereas he thought the gaiety and care- 
leflnes of her temper, would induce her 


to bear with him, that he might return 


the compliment to her in his turn. 

*Tis an odd ſcheme to hear you talk 
of marrying, purely to forgive and be 
forgiven! I would have you conſider, 
marriage is for life; you cannot obtain 
your freedom till death divides the chain 
that bound you to each other. | 

I never ſearch into futurity ; the pre- 
ſent now engroſſes all my attention; 


*tis not in my power to command fu- 


ture events; therefore I muſt introduce 
you to ſee my widow. 1 complied, and 
he left me; but on his return, I found 
ſhe had not received him as he expected. 
The devil is in her, cried he, tis plain 
ſhe has not fcratched my eyes out; bur 
ſhe looked curſed cold, and told me, 
the charms of freedom were not to be 
eaſily parted with; but when ſhe had 
talked to Cleanthes, ſhe would tell me 
I 5 her 
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her reſolves. He ſeemed ſo wretched 
that I begged he would let me into the 
ftory of her life. 

He told me, ſhe was daughter to a 
gentleman of ſo ſmall a fortune, that he 
was forced to ſacrifice this lady to old 
Flutter, who was thought immenſely rich; 
but at his death, he left her flenderly 
provided for; and yet ſhe demurred whe- 
ther ſhe ſhould accept his propoſals or 
not. 

After ſometime, he left this affair to 

my management. She received me very 
politely; conſcious of her fine form, ſhe 
ſeemed to demand my attention. There 

was ſomething artful in all her actions; 
if I happened to meet her eyes, ſhe caſt 
Hers down with a deſign to gain admi- 
ration. I ſoon found ſhe did not ex- 
to be entertained with the paſſion of an 
abſent lover: but finding ſhe could make 
nothing of me, ſhe condeſcended to talk 
like a reaſonable creature; and I ſoon 
convinced her, prudence and good ſenſe 
obliged her to reward a man that a- 
dored her. 

Were I fure his violent temper would 
wear off as ſoon as his adoration, there 
might be ſomething in your arguments; 
but as I have been i in the trammels be- 

fore, 
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fore, you cannot blame me for endea” 
vouring to find out the temper of a man, 
who may hereafter command me. In 
fine, after many. doublings and turnings, 
J plainly ſaw ſne liked him ſo well, that 
a few days before I ſet out, I perſuaded 
her to give her hand to the now happy 
Belmour. This is the moſt memorable 
adventure I have been engaged in ſince 
I left my room, But you muſt now 
give me leave to retire, that I may re- 
cruit the fatigue of my journey. Saying 
this, he left us, and Sprightly enquired 
into every particular of Iſabella's beha- 
viour. 

We told him all ſhe had ſaid to Ruſ- 
tick. Is it poſſible, cried he, can the 
gay Iſabella loſe her life and ſpirit ? 
then I am ſure our affairs are deſperate! 
Cleanthes will never be able to ſupport 
the loſs of Semanthe, nor I my Iſabella ! 
We will not ſit tamely down and ' ſee 
thoſe lovely creatures depreſſed by pin- 
ing, diſcontent, and melancholy. We 
ſhall certainly be forbid the fight of 
them, as I find he ſuſpects me. Speal: 
then my friends, ſhall 1 face this old 
dragon, who ſo cruelly guards theſe 
helpleſs victims, or truſt to ſome more 
favourable opportunity ? 


After 
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After great conſideration, twas at laſt 
Agreed, he ſhould go to Wealthy- place 
without Cleanthes, as that might gain 
him a more favourable receptien. This 
ſettled, we parted, each of us ſtruggling 
with the infurmountable difficulties that 


obſtruQed all our future ſchemes of hap- 
pineſs, 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


N my coming down next morn- 
| ing, I found Sprightly diſplaying 
all his eloquence to convince Cleanthes 
he had better ſuffer him to make the 
firſt viſit to fir Charles without him. 
With great difficulty, he, at laſt, con- 
ſented, after giving him a thouſand 
charges not to neglect his intereſt in the 
lovely Semanthe. Sprightly aſſuring 
him he would certainly paint his ſuffer- 
ings in the moſt lively colours, he 
then left us the moſt_ dejeted mortals 
you ever beheld. Hopes and fears by 
turns prevailed, till we were rouſed by 
the gay Clitander ; his perſon is hand- 
ſome, his air noble, his addreſs fo eaſy, 
that the man of birth and fortune ap- 
peared in all his words and actions: he 
had in him all the vivacity of a French- 
man, with ſuch a volubility of tongue, 
that I muſt confeſs his well-choſen words 
amazed me; and, at the ſame time, con- 
vinced me his lively genius was too apt 
to get the better of his judgment: For 
by his account, there are in this iſland 
but two ſorts of men, fellows * 

iS 
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his notice, or elſe thoſe whoſe ſoaring 
imagination carries them above morta- 
lity; men of life and fire, whoſe active 
ſpirits cannot be damped by the cold 
mediocrity of your dull, ſtupid authors, 
who value themſelves upon what they 
call right reaſon and truth; ill-natured 
critics, who laid down rules to fetter 
thoſe who dare attempt to wander in the 
flowery road of Parnaſſus, or enter the 
templeof Fame: therefore ſaid every thing 
in their power to deter others from forc- 
ing their way into the ſacred dome. 

Cleanthes endeavoured to convince 
him, that a humane man with an ho- 
neſt heart, might be a worthy member 
of ſociety,” though he was not poſſeſſed 
of Clitander's brillancy. 

1 allow he may adminiſter to the dif- 
treſſes of the poor. and: indigent, and 
ſo may the man of genius. A fine un- 
derſtanding is not incompatible with the 
greateſt ſenſibility of ſoul, But as J 
do not want their aſſiſtance, you muſt 
give me leave to deſpiſe them. You 
ſhould rather pity them: :cannot you 
ſuppoſe a man may have ſenſe and judg- 
ment, without being eloquent? Ora- 
tory is not a common gift: do you not 
think there are many of our ſenators who 
"Mt have 
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have adorned their minds with all the 
learning of the atients; and yet from 
innate modeſty fir ſilent, to hear a pert 
young fellow harangue the houſe with 
his flimſy arguments, delivered with an 
impetuoſiy of temper, that only ſerves 
to deceive thoſe who dwell upon the ſur- 
face of things? 

Wit and fancy are pleaſing talents in 
the eyes of all men; but if we were all 
ſtareſmen, orators, or poets, there would 


be nothing but confuſion in the world. 


The various characters we meet with, 
make an agreeable variety : every body 
of common ſenſe meets with a ſhare of 
admiration from thoſe they converfe with. 
Thus we are all kept in good-humour 
with ourſelves, and a proportionable ſhare 
of vanity is diſperſed to each individual 
of the human ſpecies; or elſe, one half 


of the world would be in diſpair, while 


the other, with a tyrannic power, would 
deſpiſe poor common ſenſe. Therefore 
let us conclude we are all placed in a 
light proper for us to ſhine in, if paſ- 
ſion or prejudice does not force us out 
of the path where Nature firſt placed 

us. 
I ſhould be convinced you are in the 
right, could you confine theſe inſipid 
Creatures 
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creatures to the path you have aſſigned 
them; but far from keeping within 


bounds, they pretend to aſcend the lof- 
ty regions that ought to be ſacred to men 


of genius, wit, and taſte. To theſe en- 


ormous liberties are owing all the motley 
crowd of authors, who, without abilities, 
to acquire fame, write, meerly for bread. 
Is not that the beſt reaſon that can be 
aſſigned for their invading the province 
of learned men, whoſe motives for writ- 
ing are but too often a ſort of wanton 
vanity, which they cannot ſuppreſs, till 
they acquaint the world with their ex- 
traordinary talents, by finding fault with 


thoſe that lived before them? But how 


often are they diſappointed of the great 
ſhare of fame they expected to reap from 
their labours? Some regular plodding 
_ critic may point out the faults of the 
more ſprightly geniuſes: beſides, you 
don't conſider, ſome of theſe low au- 
thors look upon the child of their brain 
with the eyes of a paternal fondneſs, and, 

rhaps, think it equal to a Homer or 
a Virgil, which does not ſurpriſe me in 


the leaſt. We are all blind to our own 


faults, though we are very ſevere judges 
to thoſe of others. We never fail to 
view our own perfections in the flatter- 


ing 
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ing glaſs that fancy ſets before us. Our 
pride makes us very ready to depreſs 
thoſe who move in a ſphere beneath us. 
Gold is the idol of this world, that ſhin- 
ing miſchief gilds and varniſhes all the 
words and actions of the wealthy fool. 

I deny that aſſertion, for I ſhould de- 
ſpiſe the rich, trifling, abſurd, lord Sim- 
ple, and his fooliſh ſiſter, if they were 
poſſeſſed of all the Indian mines. I hate 
Tymon's ill- nature, and I look down 
with the greateſt contempt upon fir 
Charles Wealthy, for endeavouring to 
ſacrifice his charming daughter to that 
titled ideot: and if fame ſays true, that 
old dotard has dared to entertain your 
ſiſter with his preſumptuous paſſion ! 
and, if ſo, in ſpite of all you can urge 
for benevolence and univerſal charity, I 
muſt beg leave to deteſt him. What, 
has he never a mirror, to ſhew him the 
progreſs old father time has made, in 
ſtealing from him every attractive grace; 
leaving nothing to adorn the weather- 
beaten trunk, but the perfections of his 
lovely daughter? 7 5 | 

Sir, replied Lovemore, his inſolence 
to Lucinda, and his. barbarous treatment 
of Semanthe, are faults hardly to be 
pardoned; but till, let us mix ſome pi- 

ty 
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ty for the man, though we deſpiſe his 
faults. I was: forced to muſter up all 
my philoſophy to conquer my pride, for 
that is the ſource from whence moſt of 
our diſlikes proceed. Let our ſtation 
or underſtandings be ever ſo mean, we 
cannot bear to be reproached with what 
is not in our power to avoid. Your birth 
and fortune will ſecure you from the in- 
ſolence of the great; which I muſt con- 


feſs, 1 think a more infupportable evil 


than poverty itſelf: your good ſenſe. will 
foon convince you we are not formed 
for perfect beings, Our paſſions are 
ſome times too ſtrong to be governed by 
reaſon; *tis then ſelf-love ſteps in to 
ſhew us how greatly ſuperior we are in 
all the accomplifiments of body and 
mind to thoſe we converſe with. Proſ- 
perity is a dangerous companion, be- 
cauſe ſhe is commonly attended by va- 
nity. Let us beware of her falſe argu- 
ments, or ſhe will varniſh our own faults, 
and, at the ſame time, repreſent thoſe 
of others in ſo bad a light, that we ceaſe 
to treat them with compaſſion. 

I will endeavour to follow your ad- 
vice, faid Clitander, but I really fear I 
have ſo ſtrong an antipathy to thoſe who 
take pains to acquire follies, nature never 

deſigned 
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deſigned them, that I cannot help deſpiſ- 
ing them. As for example, would lord 
Simple guard his delicate perſon from 
all the inclemencies of the wind and wea- 
ther, without perſecuting me with his 
perves, cholic, and low ſpirits, I could 
ſee the creature with common «ivility z 
but, as Shakeſpeare ſays, T had rather 
hear a kitten cry, mew, than be plagued 
with ſuch ſkimble ſcamble ſtuff. | 
The ſecret hiſtory of our affairs prov- 
ed ſuch a theme for him to expatiate 
upon, that he helped us to wear away 
the tedious. hours till. Sprightly's re- 
turn, which happened ſoon after he left 
us. 424 | 
Knowing our impatience, he ſaid, in- 
deed I have had much a-do to keep my 
temper; for ſir Charles received me in 
the moſt inſolent manner, crying out, 
Mr. Sprightly, you have deceived me, 
by drawing me into a fooliſh oath, not 
to diſpoſe of my daughter till Lucinda has 
given her hand to another. But I ſhall 
foon break through this idle promiſe, 
if, as I ſuſpect, ſhe has given her hand 
to that foreigner. Till ſhe convinces me 
to the contrary, I beg Cleanthes and 
you will deſiſt from any farther _ 

ions 
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ſions to my neice and daughter, for 1 
am determined to diſpoſe of them more 
to my own ſatisfaction. 

With ſome warmth I told him, if any 
other man upon earth had taxed me with 
drawing him into wrong meaſures, I 
ſhould have reſented it in another man- 
ner. I begged him to conſider Lucinda 
was a free-born independant being, con- 
ſequently at liberty to diſpoſe of her- 
ſelf as ſhe pleaſed : that I could not ap- 
prehend with what juſtice he determined 
to render Cleanthes and Semanthe miſe- 
rable, becauſe Lucinda would not agree 
to lead her life with a perſon ſhe could 
not love: that for my part, though J 
profeſſed myſelf a lover of the charm- 
ing Iſabella, if ſhe preferred any other 
admirer, I would immediately deſiſt from- 
any farther pretenſions. . 
Tour behaviour is no rule for me, I 
am too old to learn of boys and girls 
how to conduct my affairs. The friends 
of Cleanthes have uſed me ill, and I 
never will forgive them. Lord Simple 
will ſuffer me to govern him as well as 
myſelf. He is not puffed up with notions 
of his own underſtanding, but will de- 
pend upon my age and experience; be- 

2 ſides, 
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fides, he will ennoble my family, and 
that is no deſpicable conſideration. 

What honour can you derive from a 
man who can never make a figure in his 
country ? What muſt become of the na- 
tion, if ſuch public-ſpirited men as Cle- 
anthes had not ventured their lives to 
fave ſuch reptiles as he from deſtruction? 
Let not the hero loſe his great reward, 
in ſeeing the adored Semanthe torn from 
his arms, to be given to that weather- 
cock of a fellow, who enjoys but a ſorr 
of vegetative life. 

He has the better chance of carrying 
his limbs with him to the grave, which 
I am told your hero will not; for the 
future I fancy his courage will be no 
great ſupport to this iſland, | 
Il I wiſh you could find a champion equal 
to him in ſkill and courage, to prove his 
pretenſions to your daughter is founded 
in honour and truth; and as to title, his 
military conduct is fo well known, that 
I dare ſay he might eaſily obtain that fa- 
vour from his majeſty. | 

J am not ſo much delighted with the 
firſt lord of his family, that I ſhould al- 
ter my purpoſe, eſpecially as I am ſecure 
of one derived from the antient nobility 
of the Norman blood. | 

After 
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After the wretch had tried my patience 
to the utmoſt, he conſented to ſend for 
the ladies; but then he forbid all ſecret 
treaties, as nothing but Lucinda could 
make us happy. Here they come with- 
out my ſummons. O!] they are always 
ready to contradict my will; right wo- 
man ſmiles in their faces, while they are 
plotting miſchief in their hearts: but 
time and patience may bring my ſchemes 
to perfection. 

When they had welcomed. me bome, 
Semanthe enquired into your ſtate of 
health. I aſſured her you was ſo well, 
that if fir Charles would give leave, Lu- 
cinda and you would wait on them to- 
morrow. | 

O dear fir, cried the bewitching Iſa- 
bella, let them come, for 1 never ſaw a 
wounded hero in my lite ; but then 1 
beg chat foreign gentleman may ſtay at 
home, as he always puis my uncle out 
of humour. 

1 never deſire to ſee bien again, cried 
ſir Charles, ſo let me have no more of 
your wit. If Lucinda's reſolues are not 
to my mind, I ſhall, 1 believe, ſet out 
for the German Spaw, and that 41 ſup- 
poſe will delight you, as all Four, ſex 
loves ene Abroad oy 


AND SEMANTHE. 197 

Tf my lord is to be of the party, re- 
plied Iſabella, we muſt certainly have 
ſome little machine made ſo cloſe, that 
the winds of heaven may not viſit his 
face too roughly; for if he ſhould take 
cold, We muſt have Letty and Timon 
to nurſe him; and it would be a ſad 
thing to loſe three fuch companions. 
It is impoſſible to bear that provok- 
ing tongue, cried fir Charles; I mult re- 
tire to recover my temper. | 

When he was gone, ſo, ſaid the 
charmer, that is juſt what I wanted ; 
and now, Mr. Sprightly, I do aſſure you 
I am extremely glad to fee you returned 
ſafe, for 1 have a very great regard for 
you, though it does not amount to love. 
So pray don't be full of your ſpeeches, 
bur tell this wretched friend of mine, 
how Cleanthes deſpairs and dies at the 
thought of lord Simple's Tang ay 
with his ſweetheart. 

There is no deſcribing what he endures 
from grief, rage, and love; but to a 
lady of your happy diſpoſition, the anxi- 
ous hopes and fears that fill an abſent 
lover's mind, appear bur vain and tri- 
fling. 

It is a melancholy confideration, 1 muſt 

fn 3 but don't let him deſpair, for I 


3 have 
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have a plot in my head, that may deli- 
ver us out of the paws of the lion and 
the bear, for ſome time at leaſt. I ſee my 
uncle has compoſed his mind, ſo Iwill now 
run cloſe for fear of a ſtorm. She met 
him with a ſmile, and told him, we had 
been chiding her for vexing him, when 
ſne was only joking with him. So wild 
a girl ought to be taught how to be- 


have to a perſon whoſe age and dignity 


ſet him above the little ſallies of wit and 
fancy. If I had not been a fool, ſaid 
the lovely Iſabella, I ſhould, have kept 
my wit to myſelf; nobody but Clitander 
has any taſte for railleerrr. 

Her laſt words ſtruck me; I could 
not imagine what ſhe meant by com- 
plaining of me to her uncle; beſides, 
ſhe had named a formidable. rival. I 
could not help fearing the great vivacity 
of that gentleman might make ſome im- 
preſſion on the heart of Iſabella. 

Sir Charles triumphed, telling me he 
believed I might have an opportunity to 
practiſe my refined notions of love, by 


being convinced there was no fixing the 


heart of woman; that his daughter was 
conſtant out of perverſeneſs and contra- 


diction to his will, or elſe the pride of 


being a woman of quality, had recon- 
| ciled 
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eiled her long ago to any defects ſhe 
might ſee in his perſon or behaviour. 
Sir, replied the much- injured Seman- 
the, you are ſo uſed to treat me like an 
irrational creature, that I am not ſur- 
priſed you ſhould think virtue and ho- 
nour have no charms for me. But here 
J ſolemnly proteſt, J ſhould eſteem my- 
ſelf unworthy the regard of all perſons 
of diſtinguiſhed merit, if I ſuffered ſplen- 
did trifles to engroſs my attention. No, 
never will give my hand to a man 1 
can neither love nor eſteem. Lucinda's 
reſolves will have no effect upon me; 
her making herſelf happy, if in her 
power, is no ſort of reaſon for me to de- 
liver up myſelf to a pompous flavery, 
which I deteſt. Secure in my {ſtrictly 
obſerving the oath I have taken, you 
may ſuffer me to ſee Cleanthes, as I am 
not at liberty to return his generous pal- 
ſion: but then, ſir, think me not undu- 
tiful, if I remind you that there is ſome- 
thing due from a parent to a child. You 
threaten me with diſgrace and poverty, 
if I do not marry lord Simple; but, fir, 
my own innocence will ſecure me from 
the firſt, and the latter appears far leſs 
dreadful to me, than a life of hypocriſy 
Vol. I. K and 
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and deceit, which muſt be my caſe, 
ſhould I. obey your commands. 

Sir Charles ſaid ſo many ſhogking 
things: to Semanthe, that ſhe ſeemed ter- 
rified. Iſabella looked frighted, and I 
had much ado to command my temper ; 
at laſt, he fell into a fit of the ſullens. 
Tired to death of his abſurdities, I left 
him. It is impoſſible: to deſeribe the con- 
flicting paſſions . that Jaboured in the 
breaſt of Cleanthes ; love, pity, .and ten- 
derneſs at firſt poſſeſſed him; but theſe 
ſoft and delicate ideas gave way to rage, 
deſpair, and revenge: when ftarting as 
out of a dream, he cried, revenge is out 
of my power; fir Charles is the father 
of Semanthe; lord Simple is a noted 
coward, unworthy the ſword of a man 
of honour ! What plot can Iſabella in- 
vent to hinder their journey to. Spaw, as 
he muſt know my ſiſter and Lorenzo are 
engaged to each other? nor can I act any 
longer againſt the laws of friendſhip ; 
— i, Mr. Lovemore, you ſhall join 
dear Lucinda to her deſerving lover. 
We aſſured him we would not em- 

Barraſs his affairs; that our happineſs 
could nat be compleat, without he was 
to partake our felicities, which was im- 
poſlible, as it mult debar him. the fight 
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of Semanthe; adding, I thought ingra- 
titude a crime no generous nature could 
be guilty of. I alto defired they would 
not deem me unworthy of Lucinda's 
love, and her brother's friendfhip ; which 
I muſt certainly be, if I did not ſhare 
their diſappointments with the ſame 
warmth of affection that I felt when I 
-partook their pleaſures, | 
Cleanthes embracing me, ſaid, here 
let the generous conflict end; your vir- 
tuous ſentiments will at laft crown all 
your wiſhes with ſuceefſss. 

Lovemore obſerved, if we let prudence 
and patience govern our actions, they 
will enable us to wind ourfelves out of 
every difficulty ; but it is now late, 1 
muſt leave you to purſue your different 
_ ;fchemes; may fucceſs attend your ſteps. 

As to you, Mr. Sprightly, by all: I can 
learn, the gay Iſabella will at laſt con- 
feſs a paſſion ſhe now endeavours to 
hide. FOUL N 
-  Sprightly, by ſometimes raillying us, 
and at other times ſoothing our hopes, 
artfally led us into a more compoſed way 
of thinking, when, to our great ſurpriſe, 
Mrs. Allgood declared fhe could not 
. ſupport living amongſt a ſet of love ſick. 
young people, who were all made miſer- 

ä able 
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able by the follies of a man who had 
reaped no advantage from age and ex- 


perience. That as they were now launch- 


ing out into a world ſhe had been long 
tired of, ſhe was determined to go and 
ſpend ſome time with her couſin Wor- 
thy. This ſhe hoped they would agree 
to, as ſhe could not be of the leaſt ſer- 
vice to them; if ſhe could, they knew 
her affection for them would make her 
ſtruggle through any difficulties - that 
could be the leaft advantage to them. 


In vain they endeavoured to alter her 


reſolution ; ſhe determined to ſet out in 
the morning, that ſhe might not ſee 
them return from Wealthy Place in fo 


wretched a way, that it would almoſt 


break her heart. Lucinda uſed every 
argument in her power to keep this 
faithful guide, who had led her infant 
ſteps into the paths of honour and vire 
tue. Though the other was moved at 
what ſhe ſaid, yet ſhe was ſteady to her 
firſt reſolution ; which Cleanthes obſerv- 


ing, he brought his ſiſter -to give her 


conſent. 
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N our coming down, we found 
Mrs. Allgood had ſet out before 
the time appointed, leaving word ſhe 
could not take leave of Cleanthes and 
her dear Lucinda. Upon this, the ten- 
der maid burſt into tears; I ſeized her 
hand, and begged. her not to afflict her- 
ſelf. Alas! Lorenzo, how can you ſup- 
poſe I can bear the loſs of ſuch a friend, 
without feeling great perturbation of 
mind; eſpecially when I conſider my- 
ſelf the innocent cauſe of all the mi 
fortunes I fee ſo many deſerving people 
expoſed to; nor do I know how to ſee 
that hated man, fir Charles! My ſoul 
deteſts hypocriſy. Then how can. 1 dif- 
guiſe my real ſentiments for you; and 
my averſion. to every thing he can ſay in 
favour of his own deſigns ? I fear I 
ſhall not have reſolution enough to 
keep on the maſk; and, if ſo, what 
dan ills may enſue ? | 
took the weeping fair in my arms, 
and begged her to recal thoſe maxims 
ſhe had ſo often encouraged me to 


purſue; that her brother would guard 


KT ner 


198 CLEANTHES 

her from any inſult ſhe might fear 
from the pride and ill- nature of fir 
Charles; that I felt every diſtreſs that 
aſſaulted the heart of my Lucinda, who 
I wiſhed to defend from all the ills of 
life, But fate denies that bleſſing to 
Lorenzo ! 

Sprightiy's dach threw. Lacinds 
into ſuch a confuſion, that he told her 
he was amazed to ſee a woman of her 
ſenſe ſo diſcompoſed at granting ſo 
{mall a favour to a lover, who deſerv- 
ed her tendereſt ſentiments; as ſne was 
above the little triffing follies of her 


iex, ſhe ought not to let falſe ſhame rob 


Lorenzo of the pleaſure of finding him- 
telf preferred to ſo many admirers, that, 


in vain, ſighed for: che charming Lu- 


cinda. 

Tou ſee me the moſt diſtreſſed man 
upon earth, anſwered I, Lucinda's tears 
deftroy all the fortitude 1 am maſter of, 
I cannot let her go to ſir Charles with- 
out me, and "uw I know my preſence: will 
enrage him. Sprightly told what had 
paſſed with ſo much humour, that we 
could not help owning we were in the 
wrong, for painting dangers ſtronger 
than they were. When they left me 


I retired to a _— in the park, wher 
12273 1 had 
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1 had not been long before Ruſtick and 
Trueman rode towards me, full ſpeed; I 
advanced to meet them: Ruſtick caught 
me in his arms, and ſwore I was his beſt 
friend; that his Harriot was an angel; 
he was happy, and ſo was Fanny and 
Trueman] Every thing went on juſt as 
he could wiſh.  'Fhe girls were good- 
humouted; they were conſtant; no jea- 
tous fears interpoſed to mat their fa- 
ture proſpects: for to tell ybu the truth, 
added he, if ſhe was to play tricks with 
me, I believe 1 ſhould break my chain. 
But, I muſt now leave you to my fel 
Tow-traveller. 
Then Tron, with his uſual good. 
manners and modeſty, preſſed my hand, 
enquiring after my health, the ladies, 
and Cleanthes's, whoſe return gave him 
great pleaſure, as he knew our affairs in 
ſome meaſure depended. upon his pro- 
_ceedings with ſir Charles. The great 
obligations he had to me and Lucinda, 
made him impatient to know the ſtate 
of our affairs, which he ſhould e to 
find as happy as his own. 
Tis impoſſible for me ever to attain 
the civility of that young fellow, cried 
Ruſtick ; for though I came with a full 
ben to welcome home Cleanthes, the 
5 K 4 ſight 
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ſight of the author of my preſent felici- 


ties baniſhed every other- conſideration 


from my thoughts; not but I am hear- 
tily glad he is Teturned.—Bur what the 
devil will you do with my uncle? I find 


him as obſtinate as ever. But, perhaps, 


by his good ſenſe and addrefs he may 
engage him to alter his mind. 

I told him there was no poſſibility of 
convincing a man he was in the wron 
who would not hear reaſon ; wedded to 
his own notions, every one that oppoſes 
his preſent humour becomes hateful to 
him. Our affairs are in a deſperate ſitu- 
ation, as you will confeſs when I aſſure 
you he was yeſterday determined either 
to marry his daughter to lord Simple, or 
elſe ſet out immediately for the Ger- 
man Spaw. 

He may be miſtaken, replied Ruſ- 
tick, if Bell's plot and mine ſucceeds : 
1 preſſed him ſo earneſtly to let me into 


their deſigns, that he conſented, and 


told me they had laid a train which 
could not be compleated till Tymon 
was removed out of their way ; which 
muſt be ſoon, as my lord's indolence 
had ſuffered his ſteward to oppreſs his 
tenants, and ruin his eſtate. 


But 
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But to give you a regular account of 
our proceedings; ſoon after you left us, 
I went to my uncle, in order to aſk his 
conſent to our double alliance with the 
Trueman family. He ſhewed great 
impatience while I was painting the 
charms and graces that adorned my Har- 
riot's mind and body: nor did I forget 
to do juſtice to the virtues of her brother, 
who, I ſaid, could not fail to make my 
ſiſter happy. To this he replied, with 
great fierceneſs, that he was not ſurpriſed . 
to find J had refuſed a woman of qua- 


| liry, to throw myſelf. away upon the 


daughter of a perlon, who, by a low, 
painful induftry, in the mivcanle: way, 

ad obtained a fortune, which enabled 
him to educate his children above their 
birth, which could not fail to catch 
ſuch a mean-ſpirited young man as I 
was. As for Fanny, he always thought 
her a diſgrace to his family ; as ſhe had 


no more breeding than one of my 


hounds. That he would have nothing 
to do with the Truemans, Therefore, 
if I thought proper to unite mylelf to 
that plebian ſtock, he commanded me 
to quit his houſe for ever. But to let 
me ſee he had ſtill ſome regard for 
my welfare, if 1 would deſiſt from my 
K 5 purſuit 
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purſuit, he would uſe all his endea- 
vours to make my peace with Miſs 
Simple, which would lead Fanny * 
a ſet of company, that, perhaps, i 
time, might enlarge her ideas, if 14, 
he did not care what became of her. 
By this time I was in ſo violent a 
paſſion, that I told him J deſpiſed his 
advice and ill- nature, as much as I ho- 
noured the Truemans; whoſe virtues 
ſet them above all the. fooliſh lords and 
knights in the kingdom: men who too 
often have nothing to boaſt of, but a 
long race of ſcoundrels, who pillaged 
their country, and robbed the father- 
leſs and widow, to purchaſe an eſtate 
large enough to obtain a title which 1 
deſpiſed! therefore J was ready that mo- 
ment to renounce all kindred with him, 
though I ſhould ever eſteem his neice 
and daughter as they deſerved. But as 
to the Simples, 1 viewed them as the 
moſt deſpicable part of the human ſpe- 
ces. That I never knew the meaneſt 
country girl I would not prefer to Letty 
Simple; therefore, to reward her want 
of merit, I would adviſe him to marry 
her himſelf: ſne would, no doubt, make 
à tolerable nurſe, as the was uſed to all 


' forts of druggs, and cordials, and non- 


ſenſe. 
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ſenſe. But, truly, you muſt pleaſe your 
fancy, though you make a fine young 


lady miſerable, by your ill-contrived ad- 


dreſſes: for, at your time of life, it 
cannot be a noble generous- paſſion; 
ſuch as mint to my Harriot, For 
ſhame, give up your pretenſions, and 
leave Lucinda free to reward a deſerv- 
ing lover. But your whole delight is 
in tormenting thoſe who have the miſ- 
fortune to depend upon you, or you 
would not refuſe Cleanthes for your ſon. 
His ſuperior merit is the only objection 
you can make: you muſt have one more 
fuited to your taſte; though you doom 
your only child to drag a wretehtd life. 
But as Fanny and I do not depend up- 
on you, tis in our power to make our- 
ſelves happy therefote your conſent to 
our marrying is of no conſequence. In 
fine, my fury was fo weaned up; that 
he Jooked frighted; and, I really be- 
lieve, he Was ſtruck with a panic; that 
made him lock upon me as a ruffian 
that would: fhake his old bones out of 
his ſkin : ſo that wich more compoſure 


than 1 ex pected, he told me I was a 


keadſtrong, raſh Boy ; and he would go 
and fend Bell. 39 convmce n me 1 Was in 
che | 
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the wrong; as he had no intereſt in my 
affairs, bur, that he wiſhed to ſee 1 me in 
a proſperous ſituation. 

Soon after, Bell. came to me, crying, 
what have you done to my uncle? he 
bounced into my room, threw himſelf 
upon the bed, and looked as if he had 
ſeen his father's ghoſt! Semanthe held 
a bottle to his noſe, while I forced ſome 
drops: down his throat,. which recovered 
him enough to beg me, in a low and 
faultering voice, to take care you did 
not come where he was; for he be- 
lieved you had a deſign to murther 
him, had he not got away juſt as he 
did. Indeed, continued he, I think he 
is r ſo pray be gentle with him, and 
get him out of my houſe as ſoon 
as you can: and then I will take 
care he ſhall never enter my doors a- 
gain—a. puppy! What is his paltry 
marriage ta me? I dare ſay, they are 
very well ſuited to each other's low con. 
ception of family and fortune. I ſhould 
not have told you this, but that I find 
you are in one of your lucid intervals; 
10 pray tell me what lady has had pow? 
er to fix your inconſtant heart); as al- 
= what. you have done to fir Charles? 


O! 
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O! Bell. that man would have pro- 
voked Job! He treated the Truemans 
and Fanny, as if they were, not wor- 


thy to appear in his preſence. But, as 


vou know Harriot and her. brother, 1 
need not tell you their merit entitles 
them to a better alliance than mine. 
For when I conſider my own defects, 
I can hardly flatter myſelf I ſhall, ob- 
tain a young creature that is adorned 
with ſo many nameleſs graces, that 
twas impoſſible not to lay «myſelf and 
fortune at her feet. 

1 then informed her of every parti- 
cular relating to the Truemans. She 
was quite charmed with his and your 
behaviour, commending us all for con- 
ducting the artleſs, innocent Panny, to 
ſo. ſafe a harbour: and, now, Ruſtick, 
continued ſhe, let me beg you to mode- 
rate your temper, which will throw a luſtre 
upon all the good qualities you poſſeſs. 
Harriot is gentle, mild, and patient: the 
firſt paſſion ſhe ſees you in will terrify 
her; but I fancy I am giving you a need- 
leſs caution; for.,when we love we en- 
deavour to pleaſe; and now, as I ſhall 

not he allowed to converſe with you, ad- 
eig ae how to ſupport the deplorable 
ſituation we are in. J have the mortifi: 
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cation to ſee Semanthe droop like ſome 


fine flower nipt by an untimely froſt. 
Can you ſuſpend your own joys for a 
moment, to hear an imperfe& ſcheme 
that J cannot carry on without your 
V + 0þ rin ym 5 


I told her 1 would be their protector " 
my fortune ſhould defend them, and 


my houſe ſhould be at theit fervice. - 


Theſe are favours out of our power 
to accept; I want you to help me to 
break off this odious marriage with Sim 


ple: as alſo to prevent our deteſted 
Journey to Spaw, which muſt be our 
fate when he knows Lucinda is engag- 
ed to Lorenzo, without you can get Pr. 
Aim well to be of our party; he manag- 
es the whole family. Letty does nor 
fuffer her brother to eat a meſs of milk - 
pottage without his advice. By their 
recommendation he is become à great 
favourite with ſir Charles: *tis he that 
perſuades him to try theſe foreign wa- 
tets. Tymon is at the bottom of all 
their defigns: his envy and hatred to 
Cleanthes makes hits wifh for nothing 
more than to wean Semanthe from 
thinking of him. — is going 4 
long Journey; you wit engage Air walt 
10 alffiſt us, which, I think,” may de 
L172 38 i | done, 
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done, as he has a great deal of pride, 
and but a ſmall fortune to ſupport the 
way he lives in; therefore, we mult make 
it worth his while to enter into our ſchemes, 
to prevent this ill - concerted alliance, which 
we may certainly do, by telling Letty, 
if ſhe values her brother's life, ſhe muſt. 
perſuade him not to marry til] his heal h 
is better eſtabliſhed: for that my lord's 
delicate conſtitution would never be a- 
| ble to bear a great crowd of viſitors, 
as they muft, of courſe, ſink his ſpi- 
rits and diſorder his nerves in ſo dread- 
ful a manner, that he feared it would 
end fatally. That nothing but the great 
regard he had for the family, could have 
forced him to diſcover. ſo melancholy a 
truth, which he begged her not to di- 
vulge to Tymon, or any body elſe. 
Letty you know 1s fooliſh; he will cer- 
ainly ſucceed, eſpecially, as you may 
bribe as high as you pleaſe, which we 
will repay, with great joy, when in our 
power. I have ſaid nothing to Seman- 
the, left ſome ſiniſter accident ſhould 
deſtroy our endeavours to ſerve her. 

I could not help laughing at the 
gravity of Bell's. face, when ſhe talked 
of my lord's nerves and the fatigues 
of a married ſtate ; ſhe ſeemed diſpleaſ- 


ed, 


as | |CLEANTHES 


ed, and a grave debate enſued. I pro- 
miſed no money ſhould be wanting to 
compleat her project; but I feared ſhe 
had forgot their journey to Spaw. She 
told me, „ ſhe would raiſe ſuch a quarrel 


among them, that fir Charles's pride be- 


ing piqued, he ſhould drop the affair 
and old Tymon ſhould curſe his evil 
ſtars that forced him to quit the field 
to ſome ſecret enemy, who had put ſuch 
notions into my lord's head, that all the 
wile men in the nation could not remove 


his terrors, or make him enter into a 


ſtate that might endanger his life. Fare- 
well, I date ſtay no longer! What ſhalt 
I ſay to. fir Charles? Tell him I am 
going to Trueman's, where I ſhall not 


have leiſure to think of ſo TI" a 


thing as himſelf. 
Ruminating upon what the had ſaid, 


it ſtruck into my head, that as Fanny 
had a cold, I might make! it a pretence 


to ſend for the doctor; but then, the lit- 
tle jade was ſo full of life and ſpirits, 
that L was forced to tell her ſhe would 
oblige me for ever, if ſhe could feign her- 
felf fjek for the ſmall time the doctor 
would ſtay with her. My mother, who 
I had truſted with the ſecret, inſiſted 
upon her complying with my requeſt. 

Very 
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Very well, cried Fanny, if I muſt, F 
muſt : but pray take notice, Mr. Ruſtick I 
never heard any thing ſo fooliſh in all my 
life, I aſſure you: I will not touch any 
of his filthy medicines. | I don't deſire 
you ſhould; but pray loek grave, or I 
ſhall take it very ill. | 

She acted her part fo extremely well, 
that he, looked as if the girl had been 
really ſick. | I begged he would dine with 
me the next day; as we had ſome ap- 
prehenſions of an intermitting fever. 
That we could ſoon cure, replied this 
ſon of Eſculapius; but pray, ſir, how 
long has miſs had this ugly cough ? 
it muſt; be removed, or it may fall 
upon her lungs, and that might prove 
a dangerous affair, However, he hop- 
ed b great care, and a few gentle re- 
medies, he ſhould reſtore her ro a per- 
fect ſtate of health. I told him, as I 
relied upon his judgment, I fhould truſt 
her to his care. Company put an end to 
our converſation: and | muſt ſay I was 
quite impatient to hear how he had ſuc- 
ceeded with the doctor. As ſoon as they 
left us, I begged him to proceed, that I 
might know what hopes there was of 
relieving us out of our preſent diſtreſs. 
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” HE Doctor aſl; . 
much worſe than we apprehended, 
hinting it was well we fent for him in 
time. This news reaching Fhrifty Hall, 
young Frueman made us a viſit, aſking 
haſtily how Miſs Ruſtick did? She told 
him ſhe was very well, though I had 
taken great pains to perſuade her ſne was 
ill, by ſending for a doctor, who viewed 
her as if he had been going to draw her 
picture; und now the odious creature had 
fent her a great many draughts and pow 
ders, which fhe ſuppoſed he would have 
made her ſwallow, if he had not come 
do take her part. 

Dear Mats Ruſlick, 4 the 3 
I never was fo agreeably diſappointed in 
my life. It is impoſſible for you to ima. 
gine how many dreadful: ideas 1 un 
formed in my journey hither.. 

1 don't know what you 8 re- 
plied Fanny, thaugh I believe I can 
gueſs, by what 1 ſhould have ſuffered 
had l thought you in danger. Pray aſk 
him hy he treated me in ſo ridiculous 
2 manner? Trueman, who had ſtill __ 
i 16A % | Sars 
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fears, begged me very gravely to tell 
him if I apprehended any bad conſe- 

_ quences from my ſiſter's cold. My mo- 
ther aſſured him it was only a frolick of 
mine, therefore he ro be quite up 
on that account. 

The next day I ſaw Harriot ride into 
the court-yard : I received her with tranſ. 
port, and my mother and Fanny told her 
this friendly viſit gave them great plea- 
fure. The amiable Harriot expreſſed 
great ſatisfaction in finding the report of 
my ſiſter's illneſs groundleſs; but I plain- 
ly ſaw her brother was not ſatisfied with 
my evaſive anſwers to his ſeveral queſ- 
tions. Convinced his friendly foul would 
rejoice to be of any ſervice to this family, 
I truſted him with the ſecret : he entered 
into the plot, and wiſhed for nothing 
more than to help me. to gain this phy- 
fician to our intereſt. 

To carry on this farce, continued he, 
we muſt perſuade my ſiſter to dine in 
Miſs Fanny's apartment; but we found 
gteat difficulty in bringing them to con- 
ſent, without I would give them a reaſon 
for ſo ſtrange a requeſt. I told them I 
was not at liberty to tell them the true 
ſtate of the caſe, if I was, they would 
2 in aſſiſting the unfortunate. 
Harriot 
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Harriot with a ſteady countenance faid, 
ſhe ſuppoſed it was a mark of my wit- 
dom not to truſt a woman with a ſecret ; 
therefore, Miſs Ruftick, we will not preſs 
him, for fear he ſhould tax us with an 
impertinent curioſity. 

No, no, ſays the other, let us be paſ- 
ſive; and as for the firſt time in my lite, 
I mult learn to act a part nature did not 
teach me, perhaps I may repreſent the 
dumb character, when they would chuſe 


I ſhould be my former ſelf, Come, let 


us retire to my dreſſing- room, before we 
are ordered to quit the company. 
Confeſs the truth, Trueman, continu- 
ed he, was you not frighted at Fanny's 
reſentment? I own I was, ſaid the other; 
but thanks to your careleſs way, you 
managed ſo well, that if you will believe 
me, fir, added he, with all the uncon- 
cern in the world he told them, he had 
rather fit there than in any room in the 
houſe. Mr. Ruſtick laughed, his ſiſter 
ſeemed in a pet, and Harriot did not 
know how to behave upon the occaſion ; 
and, to ſpeak the truth, he gave her no 
time to think, but taking her hand, he 
hurried her up ſtairs. We followed 
them, when, in a way peculiar to him- 
ſelf, he brought every body into good 
. 5 humour, 


” 4 


AND SEMANTHE. 213 
humour, till a ſervant came to tell him 
the doctor was below. 

He flew to meet him, crying as he 
went, now Fanny to your poſt; upon 
which ſhe went into her chamber, where, 
lolling in an eaſy chair, ſhe received him 
with a dejected air. He aſked how ſhe 
had ſlept; whether ſhe found any pain 
in her head, ſtomach, or ſide; and what 
ſort of appetite ſhe had? She replied in 
a low voice, ſne hated all ſorts of food; 
that ſhe was ſo ill and low- ſpirited, that 
it was painful to her to ſpeak. Soon 
after he left her, and came to us: I aſk- 
ed how he found the young lady? A 
nervous diſorder, anſwered he; ] fear it 
will be a work of time, as J find ſhe is 
threatened with hyſteries. I am extreme- 
ly forry to hear it, cried Ruſtick, as ſhe 
may in time come to be as wretched as 
lord Simple. Sure he can have no com- 
plaints, anſwered I, when he is to marry 
ſo fine a young creature as Semanthe. 
Sir, replied he with the moſt philoſophi- 
cal face J ever ſaw, you are ignorant of 
his caſe; the whole ſyſtem of his nerves 
are diſordered, his blood is fluggiſh, and 
does not circulate freely in his veins, 
which cauſes that indolence and lowneſs 
of ſpirits he complains of, He had the 
| misfortune 
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misfortune to fall into the hands of igno- 
rant practitioners; had I had the care of 
him when he was of this young lady's 
age, I believe I may, without vanity, 
affirm, he would now have been as 
healthy as eicher of you gentlemen. I 
knew he was miſtaken, ſaid Ruſtick, 
however 1 wiſhed he had been ſo fortu- 
nate, as I feared Semanthe would be a 
nurſe for life, which was a moſt wretched 
fituation. He told me, according to his 
ideas of happineſs, that lady was more 
to be envied than pitied for marrying 
my lord, as ſhe would be entitled to ſhare 
both his eſtate and title. 
Here Trueman retired, and I told him 
he amazed me; could a man of his age 
and ſenſe ſuppoſe riches and honours were 
the only requilites to ſwaeten the cares of 
a married ſtate? As ſir Charles aſſures 
me he will not give his daughter a for- 
tune, without ſhe lets him chuſe for her, 
I think it would be prudent in her to 
.obey his commands. As I am a child 
of fortune myſelf, I am too well ac- 
quainted with the thouſand plagues that 
attend the man that mult always be con- 
triving to manage a pitiful: income to 
the beſt advantage. Therefore ſuppoſe 
Me does not love my lard, is not one 
| evil 
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evil much more ſupportable than an in- 
finite number of cares and fears, which 
you men of fortune can have no notion 
of? If this be your way of thinking, 
why don't you, as you are a clever 
young fellow, endeavour to gain ſome 
woman who is entirely at her own diſpo- 
ſal? Becaufe I cannot afford to fee ſer- 
vants, give treats, and appear what I 
am not. A ſervant in livery, two good 
horſes, handſome lodgings, and a variety 


of apparel, are abſolutely neceſſary, be- 


fore I can ſet out for the land of ma» 
trimony. | | | 

Faith, doctor, you are a pretty lad, 
and I ſhould be very glad to find an op- 
portunity to ſerve you: I give you my 
word, you may this moment ſuppoſe 


_ yourſelf mounted upon a clever nag, with 


a ſervant behind you, and a hundred 
pieces in your pocket, to ſpend as occa- 
ſion requires. Now as this is the: caſe, 
tell me, do you know: any lady whoſe 
heart you would attack? nay, don't 
pauſe, nor fear to truſt me, for I am in 
earneſt; and as you. will nat canfeſs, 
PlL tell you, it is Letty Simple. I have 
TuſpeRed ſhe liked you ſome time, but I 
ſuppoſe you. are afraid of old Timon; 
but courage, he will ſoon be out of your 


Way, 
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way, and you cannot fear that milk - ſop 
of a lord. Ha! boy, I tell you it will 


do. Come, give me your hand, and 


depend upon me for any neceſſary ſup- 
plies that may be wanting. 


The poor man looked ſo aſtoniſhed, 


that he ſtood ſilent for ſome time, and 
then told me, he had ſome reaſon to think 
Miſs Simple did not diſlike him: but fir, 
continued he, as I have had my way to 
make in the world, I have been forced 
to act a part my ſoul deteſts. To you [ 
will pull off the maſk; what I have 
given your ſiſter will do her no harm. 

I take the ſame method with lord Sim- 
ple, to whom nature has denied every 


accompliſhment both of body and mind; 


ſo that 1 have often wondered at the 
folly of fir Charles forcing his daughter 
to ſacrifice herſelf to ſuch a wretch. You 
ſee I ſpeak freely to you, therefore I beg 
to know whether you have. not ſome de- 
ſign upon Semanthe yourſelf; for if you 
have, in ſpight of Timon's malice, I 
will venture my life to break off the 
match. I hope you do not think I de- 


ceive you, for. I ſhould be a monſter of 


ingratitude, if I did not obey all your 
commands with the punctuality of a faith- 


al fave. - -- FOI 
. I aſſured 
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1 aſſured him I never trafficked in 
faves ; but if I could gain him for my 
friend, 1 ſhould think my money well 
laid out: but to convince him his confi- 
dence was not ill-placed, I would con- 
feſs, that though I was not in love with 
Semanthe, my regard for her was ſo ſin- 
cere, that now he let me ſee there was a 
poſſibility of freeing her from her pre- 
ſent diſtreſs, if by his management he 
could convince my lord and his ſiſter 
that a ſingle life was more conducive to 
his health, he would certainly deſerve our 
moſt grateful acknowledgements. | 
Dinner put an end to our converſation, 
and my doctor appeared another creature, 
All the formality of his profeſſion was 
thrown off, and he became a chearful 
companion : but as I was impatient to 
ſee Harriot, I left Trueman to do the 
honours of my table. I found her very 
civil and well bred, which forced me to 
make ſome aukward ſpeeches ; then turn- 
ing to Fanny, I ſaid, whay is the matter, 
child? has the doctor perſuaded ycu to 
be really ill? if ſo, I will call him up. 
She told me, I might ſave myſelf that 
trouble, for ſhe would not ſpeak to him 
if I did. Since it is fo painful to you 
to oblige me, cried I, for the future 1 
Vor. I. L mall 
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ſhall endeavour to manage my affairs 
without you. I am only ſorry this lady, 
who is never out of humour herſelf, 
ſhould ſee how much better ſhe behaves 
to her brother than you do to me. 

Sir, ſaid the lovely Harriot, my bro- 
ther would not have confined me to my 
room, without giving me ſome reaſon 
for ſo extraordinary a behaviour. 

I own I was at a loſs what to ſay, 
which my mother obſerving, ſaid, my 
dear children, you have carried your re- 
ſentment too far already : he is not at 
liberty to behave as you could wiſh ; do 
not dive into a ſecret which concerns nei- 
ther of you : come then, my Harriot, let 
me give you to my ſon, as a reward for 
his filial piety. She then brought her in 
one hand, and Fanny in the other ; I em- 
braced them all, a peace was conclud- 
ed, I returned to my company, and per- 
formed my promiſe to the doctor, he 
aſſuting me he would make it the bu— 
ſineſs of his life to ſerve me. 

A few days after I met him at True- 
man's; he told me Timon ſet out very 
early that morning, which had diſturbed 
my lord ſo much, that he fancied him- 
ſelf extremely ill, which gave him an 
opportunity to hint a thouſand fears 8 

| Miſs 
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AND SEMANTHE. 219 
Miſs Letty, who ſtarted as if ſhe had 


waked out of a trance; crying out, 


Doctor, you terrify me; I cannot bear 
my brother ſhould endanger his life. If 
you have any friendſhip for me, adviſe 
me how to conduct this affair. He aſ- 
ſured her he would do every thing in his 

ower to extricate her out of her preſent 
diſtreſs. That they muſt, if poſſible, 
convince him a married ſtate would be 
deſtructive to his health, if not his life. 
Upon this ſhe fell into hyſterics, which 
proved lucky to his deſigns; for he 
ſhewed ſo great a tenderneſs for her wel- 
fare, that ſhe expreſſed her thanks in the 
moſt obliging manner. And indeed, Sir, 
continued he, there is ſomething ſo gentle 
and good natured in that young lady, 
that were ſhe not poſſeſſed of ſo large a 
fortune, I ſhould think her very deſerv- 


'IN 


I wiſhed him ſucceſs, and begged he 
would depend upon me for any ſupplies 
that might be wanted to complete our 
grand deſign. If you can break off this 
match with Semanthe, you will in time 
become firſt miniſter to my lord; and 


then, my boy, you ſhall marry Letty ; 


and fo you may become the manager of 
his great eſtate, 


1 And 
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And now, Lorenzo,. what think you 
of out plot? I approve it ſo well, that I 
wiſh you would be my gueſts to- night, 
that you might inform Cleanthes of all 
you have told me; as I know it will give 
him infinite pleaſure. They agreed; 


Which gave Trueman time to tell me his 


father had kept his word ſo punctually, 
that though he knew he had paid the 
money, he had never once mentioned it 
him ; that he was ſo fond of his dear Fan- 
ny, and her deſerving brother, that he 
often ſaid my being introduced to the 


Ruſticks was the moſt fortunate event 


that could have happened to his family. 
It has proved as lucky an incident for 


us ſaid Ruſtick; but we are all indebted 


to Lorenzo for our preſent happy ſitu- 
ation. Therefore as I inſiſted upon his 
telling Iſabella's ſecrets to Cleanthes, he 
would comply. But he begged we might 


firſt hear how they had been treated by = 


Charles. 

While my two lovers were pleaſing 
themſelves with their future proſpects, 
Cleanthes returned ; and I plainly ſaw 
diſcontent ſat lowering in the faces of the 
two gentlemen. But alas! I cannot diſ- 
cribe the grief that triumphed over the 


charms of Lucinda. As Cleanthes is 


always 
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AND SEMANTHE. 227 
always maſter of himſelf, he received his 
gueſts with great politeneſs ; telling Ru- 


ftick he ſhould ever think they were much 


obliged to him for defending his ſiſter 
from the inſults of his uncle. Trueman, 
continued he, *tis with the greateſt ſatis- 
faction I reflect on your conſidering me 
as a perſon ever ready to protect the un- 
happy. I rejoice to hear you are fo ef- 
fectually reconciled to your father, that 
I may wiſh you both joy of your conqueſts 
over youth and beauty. You have no 
angry parents to forbid the mutual bands 
which Hymen is preparing to complete 
your wiſhes. Self-intereſt forced me to 
fly to your hoſpitable manſion for pro- 
tection : nor was I diſappointed, though 
you was abſent. To your ſiſter and Lo- 
renzo | owe every bleſſing I could aſk of 


heaven, All the alloy I have to my pre- 


fent happineſs, is the ſeeing you involved 

in ſo many inſurmountable difficulties. 
Perhaps, cried Ruſtick, it may never 
be in my power to ſerve Cleanthes ; but 
to convince him I revere his virtues, tho? 
I am a plain man, he will find I have an 
honeſt heart; therefore he may command 
me freely. Perceiving Cleanthes was 
buried in thought, I begged he would 
not be a niggard of his grief. Lucinda's 
tears 
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tears too well- explained the ſtory of our 
future woes. Say then, my friend, what 


new ſtorm is now preparing to daſh: our 


youthful hopes, and drive our bark from 
reaching the deſired port. 

Alas! replied Cleanthes, when fate 
forbids us to attain our wiſhes, the ſmalleſt 
gale will ſerve to drive us from the long- 
defired haven. Nothing but my ſiſter's 
ſacrificing herſelf to all the miſery that 
diſparity of years and ill-nature can ſub- 
ject her to, could redeem his daugter from 
the loathed embraces of lord Simple : as. 
you will be convinced when I tell you we 
found ſir Charles and the ladies together. 
My dear Semanthe advanced to meet me; 
when, with fury flaſhing from his eyes, he 
ſeized one of her hands, and rudely 
torced her to the fartheſt part of the room. 
Pity, love, and anger, raiſed fuch con- 
flicting paſſions in her breaſt, that, unable 
to ſupport the riſing ſtorm, I ſaw her 
trembling limbs unable to ſuſtain her 
fainting ſpirits. Swift as lightning I flew 
ro catch the ſinking fair. Claſped in my 
arms, ſhe lay breathleſs and pale, as if 
that moment death had determined to- 
ſteal her from the world. In vain her 
inhuman father would have forced her 
from me. With all the vehemence of an: 

injured 
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injured lover, I ſolemnly ſwore, I would 
not quit the lovely maid, till I ſaw re- 
turning life reanimate her charming face. 
By the care of Iſabella, ſhe recovered her 
ſenſes ; when lifting up her languid eyes, 
ſhe gazed upon me, and ſaid, Cleanthes, 
you look diſmayed ;- but do not ſuſpect 
either my love or reſolution, My cruel 
father, while you was gone, would have 


forced me to marry lord Simple: but now 


my fears are vaniſhed. You are returned 
to mourn my hapleſs fate; while thus in 
life's gay bloom I ſink to reſt within your 
faithtul arms. 

Terrified at her words, and much more 
at ſeeing her again bereaved of life and 
motion, in the bitter agonies of grief, I 
cried out, Thou lovely object of m 
tendereſt wiſhes, ſhould J be deprived of 
my Semanthe, no inhuman father ſhal 
divide us more, Near the ſad monument 
that holds thy loved remains, there will 
I ſpend the miſerable days that fate may 
grant: for O! I dare not quit my poſt, till 
ſummoned hence by the great Author of 
my being. 

All this time fir Charles ſeemed ſhock- 
ed, till ſeeing his daughter reſtored to 
life, the brutiſh part of his nature returned; 
and he ſaid, Charming Lucinda, you ſee 
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the almoſt fatal effacts of your cruelty : 
will-you relent, and comply with my de- 
ſires, before it is too late? Sir, teturned 
J, 'tis in vain to hide a truth that has 
been too long diſguiſed. The virtues of 
Lorenzo have prevailed. The faithful 
youth has gained her virgin heart. In 
vain you endeavour to bribe a maid, 
whoſe ſoul is not to be captivated by all 
the allurements of pride and grandeur. 
What is wealth, if it cannot purchaſe 
happineſs? For ſhame, give up your 
pretenſions to my ſiſter, as it is not in 
her power to return your paſſion. 

"Tis very well, replied he, neither is 
it in mine to give up my juſt revenge; for 
here I ſwear by heaven, my daughter never 
ſhall be yours. The day that gives your 
ſiſter to Lorenzo, ſhall let Semanthe know 
J will be obeyed ; without ſhe chuſes to 
become an alien to my family, turned 
out to poverty and ſcorn, a wretched de- 
pendant on the generoſity of a man ſhe 
cannot marry without my conſent. This 
1 ſhould ſuppoſe a proſpect far leſs deſir- 
able, than being the wife of lord Simple. 
But if, out of a wilful diſobedience, ſhe 
continues to eſpouſe the cauſe of my avow- 


ed enemies, 1 ſhall ſoon be enabled to 


baniſh her from my ſight; and then ſhe 


will 
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will be fatally convinced, all her arts will 
have no effect upon me. | 

This is a melancholy picture of an 
unforgiving nature, cried Iſabella; your 
daughter does not deſerve ſuch treatment 
from you : For though ſhe knows the 
generoſity of Cleanthes and his filter 
would make it their ſtudy to ſoften every 
pang ſhe could endure, yet I know her 
ſpirit is too noble to live dependent on a 
mother's bounty * eſpecially as ſuch an 
action might give the cenſor ious world an 


opportunity to blaſt her yet unſullied 


name. Can you diveſt yourſelf of hu- 
manity for a child, that only begs to 
avoid a man ſhe deſpiſes, to live a ſingle 
life, under your protection. Anger is a 
very bad counſellor: liſten not to her 


falſe ſuggeſtions, nor blame Semaathe for 


giving her heart to one you muſt ap- 
prove, when you conſider the uncommon 
merit of Cleanthes. | | 

I will not give a reaſon for any of my 
actions : my will ſhall be my law: there- 
fore hold your tongue; leſt you involve 
yourſelf in the ſame misfortunes. How 
dare you think me ſo mean ſpirited, as 
to let my fortune deſcend to a family that 
thwarts all my deſigns ? 


Es Inraged 
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Ioraged to the laſt degree, I inſiſted 
on being. heard with patience; and [ 
would ſoon convince him, his lovely 
daughter was all J aſked. That I would 
with joy reſign up all my pretenſions to 
his fortune. Semanthe was a treaſure I. 
priſed above the wealth of Perſia's proud- 
eſt monarchs. 

I am not much acquainted with foreign 
Princes, cried the brute; but I ſhould 
have liked a ſon to inherit my eſtate ; 
but ſince you refuſe to give me your Git 
ter, know, proud youth, no child of 
yours ſhall ever be inriched by me. 

Generous Cleanthes, returned my dear 


Semanthe, ceaſe your intreaties; nor 


hope to move a heart that is deaf to na- 
ture's call. Before he drives me from his 
ſight for ever, I once more ſolemnly 
proteſt, no fear of poverty ſhall ever 
force me to falſifie my vows to Cleanthes. 
What tho? I ſee the gathering ſtorm now 
ready to burft over my devoted head, that 
cannot deter me from begging Lucinda 
will give her hand to Lorenzo. Bleſt in 

each other, may their days glide on in a 
ſeries of uninterrupted joys; except 


ſometimes ſoft pity for a wretched fu- 


gitive ſhould intervene, to move you to 
b gon the poor diſtreſſed Seman- 
the, 
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the, who now mult learn to bend her 
haughty ſoul beneath the pride and folly 
of the rich and great. 

No, ſaid Lucinda, I am not fo loſt to 
all the ſacred laws of friendſhip, that J 
ſhould render my brother and you fo mi- 
ſerable : for know I difdain all ſelfiſt 
views ; nor will I releaſe fir Charles from 
his oath, by giving myſelf to Lorenzo, 
Therefore, Sir, added ſhe, let me intreat 
you not to puniſh the innocent Semanthe 
for my fault. | 
Madam, replied he, you now plead in 
vain ; when my reſentment is raiſed, no 
power on earth can move me to forgive. 
Tis in vain to urge me to break a reſolu- 
tion, that gives me infinite pleaſure, as 
it will interrupt the triumphs of you all; 
but more eſpecially my hated rival: for 
depend upon it, the day Lorenzo calls 
you his, I will give my daughter to lord 
Simple, without ſhe reſolves to bear the 
heavieſt curſe an injured parent can inflict 


upon a diſobedient child. 


Do you ſuppoſe I will bear the idle 


whims af a perverſe girl, who fancies 


herſelf in love with Cleanthes, becauſe I 
diſapprove his pretenſions? Nor do I | 
ſee anyone reaſon why lord Simple ſhould 
not make her as good a huſband as the 

L 6 other. 
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Inraged to the laſt degree, I inſiſted 


on being heard with patience; and I 


would toon convince him, his lovely 
daughter was all I aſked. That I would 


with joy reſign up all my pretenſions to 


his fortune. Semanthe was a treaſure I 
priſed above the wealth of Perſia's proud- 
eſt monarchs. 


I am not much acquainted with foreign 


Princes, cried the brute; but I ſhould 
have liked a ſon to inherit my eſtate ; 
but ſince you refuſe to give me your ſiſ- 
ter, know, proud youth, no child of 
yours ſhall ever be inriched by me. 
Generous Cleanthes, returned my dear 
Semanthe, ceaſe your intreaties; nor 


hope to move a heart that is deaf to na- 


ture's call. Before he drives me from his 
| ſight for ever, I once more ſolemnly 
proteſt, no fear of poverty ſhall ever 
force me to falſifie my vows to Cleanthes. 
What tho? I ſee the gathering ſtorm now 
ready to burſt over my devoted head, that 
cannot deter me from begging Lucinda 
will give her hand to Lorenzo. Bleſt m 
each other, may their days glide on in a 
ſeries of uninterrupted joys ; except 
ſometimes ſoft pity for a wretched fu- 
gitive ſhould intervene, to move you to 
compaſſionate the poor diſtreſſed —_ 

oy the, 


AND SEMANT HE. 227 
the, who now muſt learn to bend her 
haughty ſoul beneath the pride and folly 
of the rich and great. 

No, ſaid Lucinda, I am not fo loſt to 
all the ſacred laws of friendſhip, that I 
ſhould render my brother and you fo mi- 
ſerable : for know I difdain all ſelfiſtt 
views; nor will I releaſe fir Charles from 


his oath, by giving myſelf to Lorenzo. 


Therefore, Sir, added ſhe, let me intreat 
you not to puniſh the innocent Semanthe 
for my fault. 

Madam, replied he, you now plead in 
vain ; when my reſentment is raiſed, no 
power on earth can move me to forgive. 
*Tis in vain to urge me to break a reſolu- 
tion, that gives me infinite pleaſure, as 
it will interrupt the triumphs of you all; 
but more eſpecially my hated rival: for 
depend upon it, the day Lorenzo calls 
you his, I will give my daughter to lord 
Simple, without ſhe reſolves to bear the 
heavieſt curſe an injured parent can inflict 
upon a diſobedient child. 

Do you ſuppoſe I will bear the idle 
whims af a perverſe girl, who fancies 
herſelf in love with Cleanthes, becauſe I 
diſapprove his pretenſions? Nor do I 
ſee any one reaſon why lord Simple ſhould 
not make her as good a huſband as the 
L 6 other. 
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other, Every body knows, to young 


men matrimony is a never: failing cure 
for love; and though Cleanthes would 
lay out all the treaſure of Perſia's kings 


to purchaſe this precious jewel; yet in 


a few years he would conſider her as a do- 
meſtic animal, fit for nothing but to ma- 
nage his houſe, and ſit at the head of his 
table: for as ſhe brought no fortune, he 
might not think her of conſequence 
enough to educate his children ; or ſup- 


poſe he did, would they not blame their 


father's imprudence, for taking a beggar 
to his arms ? For ſhame, Semanthe, dry 
your tears, and behave like a woman of 
ſpirit ; and then you ſhall find me an in- 
dulgent father. But if you continue to- 
contradict me, I will not harbour a ſnake 
in my boſom. Bell is my brother's 
daughter; if ſhe marries to pleaſe me, 
I will prove a parent to her, inſtead of an 
uncle. 

That is very kind, returned Iſabella. 
But, dear Sir, remember Semanthe and 
I have been bred together from our ten- 
dereſt infancy ; how then can J forſake 
the faithful partner of my joys and ſor- 
rows? Dear as a liſter, the loved maid 
has been my conſtand care. No peeviſh 
quarrels ever interpoſed to break a friend- 
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ſip, that can only be ſtrengthened by 
time. Oh! do not drive us from you, 
to wander in a world where youth and 
innocence will meet with few protectors. 

In vain I uſed every argument that 
reaſon or prudence could urge to ſooth 
his ſtormy ſoul to peace. He told me, 
the affront my ſiſter and I had put upon 
him, he never would forgive. That ſo: 
far from being moved at what I ſaid, he 
declared, the kneeling world ſhould plead 
in vain. No rhetoric of mine could 
convince him, ſelf-denial was a duty all 
fathers ſhould practiſe, when the paſſions: 
of their children are to be gratified ; for 
that was a doctrine he diſpiſed. 

You will eaſily imagine what we ſuf-- 
fered, when, with a ſcornful look, he 
forced the depreſſed Semanthe, and her 
fair couſin, from our ſight. But as they 
paſſed us, Iſabella dropt a bit of paper, 
whererein was wrote with a pencil, If 
e fortune favours my deſigns, you need 
5% not deſpair.” Death and fury, cried; 
Sprightly, what remedy can ſhe find 
out to bring the fierce, unrelenting ſoul 
of fir Charles to hear reaſon. By Jupiter, 
cried Ruſtick, that uncle of mine is of 
ſuch an evil nature, that he will neither 
lead nor drive. But before I unravel 
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Bell's deſigns, you muſt promiſe to fol- 
low her advice; for I proteſt I cannot 
bear to ſee ſo many miſerable faces. 


He then informed them of all you 


have heard, in relation to Aimwell, and 


the Simples. Cleanthes embraced him, 
calling him the preſerver of his life and 
love; but added, Don't let us treſpaſs 
upon your generoſity ; my eſtate ſhall 


enable him to execute all his deſigns. 
How much am I indebted to Iſabella, for 
her conſtant friendſhip to Semanthe | 
She is a glorious girl, cried Sprightly : I 
ſhall certainly become an advocate for 


the fair ſex ; nor will I fail, ſword in 


hand, to prove they have as much cou- 
rage and magnanimity 1n facing dangers 
as we have. With what a noble reſolu- 
tion did ſhe reſolve to ſhare Semanthe's 
fate! If ſhe will make me happy in her 
conſent, the holy prieſt ſhall join our 
hands ; and then, with honour, Mrs. 
Sprightly may guard the injured Seman- 
the from an ill-natured, cenſorious world. 
Could Bell leave my uncle, or marry 
before ſne is of age, without his conſent, 


ive me leave to aſſure you, I would be the 


guardian both of their fame and fortune. 


How wretched am I, cried Cleanthes, 
that I can be of no ſervice to my dear 
| | Semanthe 
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AND SEMANTHE. 231 
Semanthe! With what pleaſure would 
I this moment lay my fortune at her feet! 
But as I am not permitted to relieve that 
unhappy fair one, ſuffer me to ſee the 
doctor, that I may convince her, money 
is of no uſe to me; but as it may promote 
her happineſs. Ruſtick told him, he 
could not comply with his requeſt ; his 
friend and he muſt fight under his ban- 
ner, as great a novice as they thought 
him in the military art. Therefore he 
ordered them not leave the caſtle til] he 


gave them leave; as. their names muſe 


not be mentioned upon any conſideration, 
leſt ſome of lord Simple's party ſhould 
diſcover their plot to fir Charles, who- 
might in his rage put his curled deſigns 
in execution. Come, chear up, brother- 
ſoldiers, and truſt to my management. 
What think you? ſhall I, to ſhew my 
proweſs, fright this noble lord into a fit 
of illneſs, by breaking his windows, at 
my return home from Trueman's, to- 
morrow night? I really believe it would 
have a very good effect. You all know 
he is miſtruſtful and timorous, He will 

certainly think his houſe is beſet by ſome 
bloody-minded villains, as Tymon is not 


there to guard him. This will prove a 


golden opportunity for the doctor to prof- 
Shag ter 
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fer to ſtay with him, for fear of acci- 


dents; and then, if he does not carry 


off Letty, I am miſtaken in my man. 

Lou have an enterpriſing head, ſaid 
Lucinda; but I am fo depreſſed with the 
misfortunes of my brother and Semanthe, 
that for the firſt time in my life, I wiſh 
to look into the book of fate: and yer 
my doubting ſoul ſtarts at the images my 
troubled fancy raiſes to perplex me. 

Perhaps, replied Cleanthes, 'tis a kind 
of conſolation to know the worſt of 
things, and to what a degree a man may 
be unhappy : fince doubts and fears 
render evils infinite to the imagination. 

Such a ſituation is mine. Tis utterly 
impoſſible to take juſt meaſures, 'or form 
right concluſions, from a boundleſs and 
unlimitted ſet of Ideas, that float in my 
brain in ſuch a manner, that they only 
ſerve to deſtroy my judgment : therefore 
to you, Ruſtick, I reſign my will : re- 
ſolving to pay an implicit obedience to 
all your commands. But, my friend, 
take care what you do, leſt he ſhould dic 
of the fright. 

No, hang him, faid the other, I would 
not endanger his life ; but faith I muſt 
give him a nervous head- ach; attended 
with a flow, lingering fever, — 
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ſee Letty running with half a dozen 
bottles of drops. Then comes his lord- 
ſhip's jackanapes of a valet, with cordials, 
and julips, and the devil knows what. 
Befides, as ſoon as their fright is over, 
they will ſend for the doctor, who I will 
appriſe of the misfortune, before it hap- 
pens, that he may put on a ſolemn coun- 
tenance, to convince Letty and her bro- 
ther, that the fatigues of a married ſtate 
would certainly deitroy him. This over, 
I'll ſend him to Wealthy Place to make 
his repott of my lord's indiſpoſition, with 
ſtrict orders to put an end to the journey 
to the Spaw: as allo to tell Bel] che true 
ſtate of the caſe, Thus we ſhall gain 


time to proceed to the grand affair; which 


you ſhail hear more of ina few days. So 
I wiſh you pleaſing dreams; for 'tis late. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


T1 HE next day, when we had 
taken leave of honeſt Ruſtick, 
Cleanthes told me F had done him the 
greateſt favour in prejudicing that good- 
natured young fellow ſo much in his 
favour; but, O! Lorenzo, ſuppoſe he 
ſhould break off this match with lord 
Simple, ſome other lover would ſoon 
interpoſe to rui m my hopes. 

I begged him not to give way to 
thoughts that might diſtract him. Se- 
manzhe had too much honour and re- 
ſolution to ſuffer any hardſhips to force 
her to falſify her vows to him. 

Company interrupted us; I retired: 
into the moſt ſolitary walk I could 
meet with, on purpoſe to indulge a me- 
lancholy that ſeized me, when I con- 
ſidered the difficulties I had to ſtruggle 
with, before I could call Lucinda mine. 
And, to add to my fears, I had no 
letters from Alvaro, as I might reaſon- 
ably have expected I ſhould. In great per- 
plexity of mind, I ſtrolled on, till 1 found 
myſelf at a little farm-houſe, ſome miles 
diſtant from the caſtle: at the door 
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AND SEMANTHE. 233 
ſtood a young creature of the moſt 
elegant form. Her uncommon beauty, 
air, and mien, greatly ſurprized me! ſhe 
ſeemed | ſhocked at the fight of a ſtran- 
ger! but that did not deter me from. 
telling her how much I was aſtoniſhed 
to ſee a lady of her youth and beauty: 
grace ſo humble a cottage. 
Sir, replied the. bluſhing fair, you 
ought not always to judge by appear- 
ance ; for, I aſſure you, I have found 
more content under this lonely roof, than 
in all the magnificent houſes of the 
great. Theſe words raiſed my curioſity 
lo high, that I begged her not to think 
me impertinent, if | preſſed earneſtly to 
know as much of her ſtory as ſhe cared 
to devulge. . Bt 
Sir, I have no ſecrets in my life, that 
ſhould make me aſhamed to ſatisfy your 
requeſt. My father William Careleſs, 
Eſq; had two wives; by the firſt, he 
had a ſon, who was to heir his eſtate, 
charged with three thouſand pounds, to 
be paid me when I was of age. I loſt 


my parents ſo young, that their death 


made no impreſſion on my mind. Un- 
knowing of my loſs, I did not conſider: 
the dangerous fituation I was in; my 
brother, though many years older than. 

myſelf 
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myſelf. 7 was ſtill you ng E nough to be very 
gay and thoughtleſs: he was my guardi- 


an; and from my infancy treated me 


in ſo engaging a manner, that I loved 


him tenderly, and, I muſt ſay, he de- 


ſerved it; but as years encreaſed, I found 
him greatly altered. He grew -peeviſh 


and fretful; his mind was always diſ- 


turbed; nothing I could do, pleaſed him; 
which made me ſo wretched, that he 
obſerving it, ſaid, Lucy, what is the 
matter with you? I fear my behaviour 
gives you room to complain: but as 
you are now of an age to be truſted 
with the cauſe of my uneaſineſs, I have 
imprudently ſuffered myſelf to be drawn 
into gaming, by a ſet of ſharpers, to 
loſe ſo much money, that I mult alter 
my way of living. 

Struck to the heart at what he ſaid, 
I burſt into tears, and replied, then I 
muſt be divided from you; I cannot 
bear the thought! Is there no way to 
retrieve this fatal ſtep? take ſome of my 
money, and try ; perhaps fortune may 
change ſides, No, my dear Lucy, re- 
turned he, you are yet ſafe ; do not tempt 
me to ruin you as well as myſelf, His 
caution had no effect upen me, for I 
really believe my ſoul is turned 9 
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AND SEMANTHE. 237 
ſhip more than love; which made me 
inſiſt upon his taking what was ſaved ſince 


my father's death. He wiped my eyes, and 
told me, I was a good creature; and 


then left me. But the next day, he ſaid, 
vou are a lucky girl; your money has 
produced me a thouſand guineas, A 
few ſuch ſums as this would make me 


eaſy. This he pronounced with the gay- 


eſt air imseissakhle. IM t ow 
Il was ſo pleaſed to ſee him returned to 
his former ſelf, that I propoſed every 
means in my power to leſſen his ex- 
pences. He ſeemed much obliged, and, 
for ſome months, we went on without 
any great cloud upon his brow : but, 
alas! this calm was the fore- runner 
of a ſtorm, that had liked to have de- 
ſtroyed me. I found neither his friends 
nor mine came to us as uſual: he never 
ſtirred out till night. Diſtracted with 
conjectures, I begged earneſtly to know 
what I had to fear? With deſpair paint- 
ed in his face, he confeſſed he was un- 
done; his eſtate was ſold to ſatisfy his 
creditors: but what grieved him moſt, 
was the thought of my being reduced to 
live on the third part of, my fortune: 
then I have a thouſand pound leit, faid 
I; bur, what wiil become of you? No 

matter 
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238 CLEANTHES . 
matter what: friendleſs and forlorn 1 
muſt leave my native land in queſt of 
bread. Do not talk ſo; you ſhall take 
half of what is left: I have heard of 
great eſtates being got by trading a- 
broad. He looked earneſtly at me, 'and 
then . cried out, no! my Lucy, I will 
ſtarve rather than injure you a ſecond 
time! Tis impoſſible to tell you what 
we ſuffered. All his extravagant follies 
appeared to him in ſo juſt a light, that 
remorſe and anguiſh of ſoul almoſt ba- 
niſhed reaſon from his breaſt; till, by 
every gentle argument I could invent, I 
ſoothed his forrows, and made him con- 
ſent to take four hundred gvineas, 
Soon after a ſhip for the Weſt- Indies 
being ready to fail, I ſaw him on board. 


My grief was ſo exceſlive, that the cap- 


tain being moved with my complaints, 
begged to know. what could make 
me ſo wretched? My brother painted 
his own follies and my behaviour in ſuch 
a light, that the captain, who, I found, 
had not the moſt favourable opinion of 
women, viewed me as a Character never 
to be met with again. At my parting 
from Careleſs, neither of us could ſay, 
farewel! which the captain obſerving, he 
begged me not to grieve ſo immoderate- 
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ly: for, as my brother confeſſed his 
faults, he would treat him more like his 
ſon than a paſſenger. W 
Forlorn and wretched I returned to the 
inn, aſking the woman, if ſhe knew any 
place where I could hide myſelf from 
the world. I have a daughter married 
to a farmer about four miles off: ſhe is 
a very good girl; but I fear the houſe will 
not be good enough for ſo fine a lady 
as you. 15 

In ſhort, I was conducted to this little 
cot, where I have lived above a year; 
in which time, I have brought my de- 
ſires to correſpond with my fortune. 
My impatience to hear from my bro- 
ther, very often interferes to diſturb my 
repoſe. And now, fir, if I have tired 
you, forgive it; for 'tis ſo ſeldom that 
any body's curioſity leads them to en- 
quire after an unfortunate young woman, 
that 1 fear I have been too narrative. 
But we are apt to think we are entertain- 
ing others, when we are pleaſing our- 
ſelves with a melancholy recital of our 
palt woes. 

Madam, anſwered I, you have laid 
me under an obligation that I will ac- 
knowledge as long as I live. For, if 
there is a man upon earth that can be 


In- 
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indifferent to the diſtreſſes of youth and 
innocence, I deſpiſe his ſtoical principles: 
for, I declare, I think your behaviour to 
your brother ſo truely generous, that 
had I been of the captain's mind before, 
I ſhould now be convinced that your 
beauteous ſex has all the noble ſentiments 
of ours; with a ſoftneſs and delicacy of 
manners, that far ſurpaſſes us. But, 
how is it poſſible a lady of your refined 
notions, can ſupport life without con- 
verſation? eſpecially, as there are fo 


many people of faſhion about you. I 


am ſure did Cleanthes and his ſiſter know 
they had ſuch a neighbour, they would 
ſtudy to make your ſolitude more agree- 
able. 

I have heard ſo much of their amiable 
behaviour to a delerving ſtranger, that 
was ſhipwrecked upon our coaſt, that I 
muſt confeſs I have often wiſhed I had 
been known to them before adverſity had 
ſtripped me of all outward grandeur, 
Now ?tis too late, poverty is but a bad 
recommendation to thoſe who have liv- 
ed in the greateſt proſperity, 

I told her, their treatment of that 
ſtranger might convince her, riches were 
of no eſtimation to thoſe, who were poſ- 
ſeſſed of a general benevolence, To be 
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AND SEMANTHE. 2at 
unhappy by the caprice of fortune, prov- 
ed one of the ſtrongeſt motives to their 
protection. Therefore I begged ſhe would 
give me leave to introduce them to her. 
I own J have ſome curioſity to ſee that 
happy ſtranger; becauſe, if fame ſays 
true, as health returned, the grateful 
youth reſigned his freedom to his fair 
deliverer; and, as 1 have heard, the ge- 
nerous maid confeſſed his merit, and re- 
turned'his love. i | | 
I know it has been ſaid, difficulties 
ſtrengthens the mind, as labour does the 
body. But I don't find it ſo. Whether 
the reluctance at being known proceeds 
from lowneſs of ſpirits, or pride, I can- 
not ſay ; but I own, though I am much 
obliged to you for your kind intentions, I 
cannot bear an interview, that would over- 
whelm me with confuſion : therefore, 
pray, Sir, make me no anſwer, but ſuf- 
fer me to retire into myſelf, after aſſurin 
you, if you have an idle hour that hangs 
upon your hands, I ſhall eſteem it a fa- 
vour if you will trifle it away with an 
unfortunate wretch, who knows *tis her 
duty to bear the ills of life, though ſhe 
muſt feel them very ſeverely. * 
She left me, and I returned to the 


caſtle; where finding a crowdof company, 
Vor. I. M I re- 
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1 retired to my own appartment, where 
I fell into very grave reflexions. Lu- 
cy's ſtory made me pity her, as I ſlaw 
ſhe was too much depreſſed for me to 
be of any ſervice to her. I maralized 
upon all the ills of this world; conclud- 
ing no man could be faid to live a ra- 
tional life, who did think of every miſ- 
fortne that might hdppen before he felt 
them. This thought led me into ſo 
grave a turn of mind, that 1 fancied 
Alvaro and my mother were fhipwreck- 
ed upon ſome unhoſpitable ſhore, where 
no Lucinda would be found to ſave them 
from deſteuRias. os 
The company gone, Lucinda. flew to 
me, and in great diforder, cried, what 
is the matter? for God's ſake, do not 
keep me in ſuſpence! Have you any 
bad accounts from Rome? No! my 
charmer, *tis the misfortunes of a beau- 
tiful young creature that I met with 
this morning, that recalled all the evils 
I have ſtruggled with ſince firſt I breath- 
ed this vital air. Who is this very ex- 
- traordinary perſon that robs you of your- 
ſelf? adding, with ſome warmth, if you 
are to be wretched for the ſorrows of 
every one you meet with, you will 
never have any peace of mind. | 
| Cleanthes 
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Cleanthes joining, as he ſaw his ſiſ- 


ter a little diſcompoſed, ſaid, Lucinda, 


1 am ſurprized to ſee my friend Lo- 


renzo look unhappy ; and, at the ſame 


time, I obſerve figns of anger in your 


face. I aſſure you, his concern is for 


ſome more worthy object. I told her, 
that was unkindly urged; as it was im- 
poſſible for me ever to ſee a lady half ſo 
deſerving as herſelf; that, if ſhe would 
give me leave to explain what I only 
hinted at, I was very ſure they would 
allow compaſſion was due to ſo uncom- 
mon a caſe as I had heard that morn- 
ing. 
| Siſter, cried Cleanthes, you have been 
too haſty! proceed, Lorenzo, and let us 
know how we may help to ſupport 
this tender mourner: you may be ſure 
I uſed all my rhetoric to paint the 
ſufferings of Lucy Careleſs in the ſtrong- 
eft colours, cloſing my account with the 
very high opinion ſhe had of her and 
Cleanthes; which made me take the 
liberty to proffer her an interview with 
them, which ſhe abſolutely refuſed; as, 
to uſe her own words, ſhe told me, 
poverty was a very bad recommenda- 
tion to thoſe, whoſe affluent fortunes 
ſet them above the low condition of ſo 
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loft a wretch as ſhe was. I ſoon found 
J had ſucceeded as I deſired. Lucinda 
begged my pardon, and, with a modeſt 
bluſh, aſſured me, Lucy ſhould be her 
peculiar care, if ſhe would permit her 
to relieve her ſorrows, though ſhe could 
not baniſh them from her breaſt. 

I again repeated the ſtory to Sprightly : 
he told me I was a perfect knight- er- 
rand: not but, he thought, the girl 


ought to be relieved, which he was 


the more inclined to, as he knew Jack 
Careleſs; who was really a good-natur- 
ed, honeſt, ſenſible fellow; but thought- 
leſs, and eaſily drawn into any ſcheme 
that pleaſed him. If this girl is his 
fiſter, her behaviour was generous: and 
if her regard aroſe from a more tender 
motive, the is ſtill an object of com- 
aſſion. 

Lucinda declared, if there was any 
thing blameable in her conduct, ſhe 
Mould leave her to the care of the 
gentlemen. That is one of the great- 
eſt evils that attends the loſs of for- 
tune, ſaid Cleanthes, calumny is ever 
ready, with her envenomed tooth, to 


blaſt their innocence: even the dear Se- 


manthe would not have eſcaped cenſure, 


had ſhe been in Lucy's ſituation; there- 


fore, 
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fore, I beg you would conduct me to 
this melancholy fair- one. 

Cleanthes, anſwered I, if I expreſſed 
myſelf too warmly in Lucy's cauſe, my 
only motive was compaſſion: for 'tis 
impoſſible love ſhould ever touch my 
heart but in the matchleſs form of Lu- 
cinda, whoſe anger, I muſt confeſs, gave 
me a pleaſure never felt till this bleſſed 
moment; for | know jealouſy is a con- 
Rant attendant on that ſoft and nobleſt 
paſſion of the ſoul. And now, Spright- 
ly, I know that truth hes at the bottom 
of a very deep well: but yer, I will ven- 
ture to affirm, there was ſuch an artleſs 
ſimplicity in all ſhe ſaid, that guilt and 
perfidy muſt be ſtrangers to her breaſt. 
But how to convince you of this truth 
I do not know. She flies all human ſo- 
cCiety: *twas chance that led me to her 
cottage: how then can I introduce you 
without Lucinda will be of our party? 

At your requeſt, I will forego my 
womaniſh ſcruples, and attend you to 
gain admittance to this unhappy ſtran- 
ger. Talk no more of ſcruples, cried 
Sprightly, order your coach to ſet you 
down within a little walk of the cottage. 
As we draw near, you, madam, muſt be 
taken ill; then will I beg them to admit 
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you to ftay till I call up the coach: 
take my word for it, Lucy will fly to 
your aſſiſtance. Soon after,, Lorenzo 
and Cleanthes may appear, and then a 
converfation muſt enſue, The ice once 
broke, ſhe will not be fo reſerved for 
the future. 

I wiſh there were no greater hardſhips 
to be encountered, before we can ob- 
tain the ſight of Semanthe and. Ifabella. 
I own I have no clue that can Tead us 
through that labyrinth. | 

When our peace of mind depends up- 
on others, replied Cleanthes, we muſt 
be unhappy. The generality of the 
world are capricious, vain, and trifling : 
how few have the fame way of thinking 
that we have? and when we differ from 
them, how do they condemn us? you 
fee this very ſir Charles, though ſtrug- 
gling with age and infirmities, cannot 
hear my ſiſter ſhould. refuſe him. Pride 
and revenge are the two fources from 
which all his hatred to us proceeds. A 
hatred fo ſtrong, that he will not give 
us leave to defend ourſelves from his 
unjuſt aſperſions. Would he have fol- 
lowed the courſe of nature, it would have 
been ſmooth and eaſy ; but, as he croſſes 
it, he ſtrives againſt the ſtream. Poor 
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Semanthe is the ſlave of his power; and 


we the wretched dependants on his ar- 
bitrary will. Were. it not for the cou- 
rage of his matchleſs daughter, I ſhould 
have no hopes; if that fails, adieu to all 
the falſe; deceittul joys of love. As plea - 
ſure never was my guide, tho' ſhe was 
my companion, | ſhall. baniſh her my 
preſences 31 5 5s row e 
We all know, anſwered I, wiſdom is 
the effect of time; but till that cool de- 
liberate age approaches, I cannot be 
brought to think. the joys of love are 
vain and fugitive. That is becauſe you 
have the object of your paſſion ſtill be- 
fore you, cried Sprightly, but was you 


| baniſhed from the fight of Lucinda, I 


fancy you would not think your ſitua- 
tion ſo very. delightful. I was obliged 
to confeſs the truth of his aſſertion: up- 
on which, our two lovers grew {othought- 
ful, that we could not inſpire them with 


more favourable ideas of what they 


might expect from the two ladies. But 
you know there are times when coun- 
fel is tedious and advice troubleſome, 


which made us ſeparate ſooner than. 
uſual. HAR 
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CHAP. XXII. 


W HE N morning arrived, I was 
impatient till they had ſeen Lucy. 
But before I could execute my project, 
Clitander, with his accoſtomed gaiety, 
ſaid, Cleanthes, you are a lucky man; 
for lord Simple's ſervants affirm, fix vil - 
lains, in maſques, armed with blunder- 
huſſes, beſet his houſe laſt night, moſt 
inhumanly firing in at his bedchamber 
windows with ſuch a force, that the bul- 
lets went through his curtains, and lodg- 
ed in the wainſcot. They farther add, it 
was by the particular interpoſition of 
Providence that his life was preſerved : 
not but that the fright has thrown the 
contemptible wretch into ſuch a ſtate of 
health, that the doctor pronounces him 
in ſome danger. Letty is ſo diſturbed, 
that if the doctor offers to leave her, ſhe 
falls into hyſterics, and her brother into 
his fainting fits. 

Does any body gueſs who theſe rogues 
are? cried Cleanthes. No, no, ſaid the 
other; I dare ſay their was no miſchief 
deſigned ; as the dreadful inſtrument of 
death is no where to be found. I dare 
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ſay, it was ſome wild young fellow, that 
broke two or thre panes of glaſs on pur- 
poſe to terrify him. I fear they have 
carried the joke too far, cried Cleanthes. 
Don't let your good nature ſuffer you to 

rieve for the accident, replied Clitander; 
for I ſaw him this morning ſitting up in his 
bedgown, with a white handkerchief in 


one hand, and a ſmelling-bottle in the 


other. All theſe lady-airs convinces me, 
as the fright wears off, he will be as much 
an inhabitant of this world as ever he 
was : for I am in diſpute, - whether thar 
body of his can be animated by an im- 
mortal ſoul : for to tell you the truth, I 
rather think he is a very ſurpriſing piece 
of clock- work; contrived to go on for a 
ſtated time, and then vaniſh into air. I 
am going to ſir Charles, on purpoſe to 
thruſt this ſad news into his ears, in hopes 
to convince him, this reptile is unworthy 
of Semanthe. Iſabella and I ſhall find 
great pleaſure in playing him off: for I 
know he will be prefoundly ſtupid on 
this occaſion. 
Sprightly, I found, was ſodiſcompoſed 
at his naming Iſabella, that he ſaid, I 
have heard that lady has fo much wit and 
beauty, that I ſhould think it would be 
dangerous to truſt yourſelf with her. 
M 5 As 
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As her uncle is determined not to let 
her marry till ſhe is of age, though I 
think as highly of that lady's beauty as 
any man living, replied Clitander ; yet 
as I am immenſly fond of liberty, I 
guard my heart ſo carefully, that I am 
in no danger of: being engroſſed by. any 
one of the fair ſex. Like the luxuriant 
bee, I love to range from flower to flower.. 
I cannot bear to be confined to a hive, 
though: all the blooming ſweets that 
graced fair Eden's plains, were laviſhed. 
ont be fore me. 


Sprightly, when he went, ſeemed 


mightily pleaſed with his declaration; 


and ſoon after, we arrived at the cot, 
where every thing happened juſt as I 
wiſhed. The poor woman was abroad, 
which forced Lucy to run to aſſiſt Lu- 
einda; but when ſhe ſaw me, ſhe told 
me, I had deceived her. And then ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to Cleanthes, fhe ſaid, 
Sir, lam aſhamed of giving you and this 
hdy the trouble of coming to-my humble: 

habitation. | | 
Madam, replied he, virtue has power 
to adorn the meaneſt dwelling. Then do: 
not refuſe my ſiſter and I the infinite joy 
it will give vs to draw you out of = 
| ab. 
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obſcurity, where the imprudence of your 


brother has forced you to retire. 

She expreſſed her thanks in ſo engag- 
ing a manner, that I faw they were pleaſ- 
ed with her. Then turning to me, ſhe 
told me, ſhe feared I had been a very 
partial hiſtorian ; or thoſe who were 
placed in a rank fo much above her pre- 
teat lot, would not have taken the pains 
to viſit an unknown, friendlets girl ; who 
might, for ought they knew, have forged. 
a ſtory, to gain compaſſion. She then 
begged Lucinda would not impute her re- 
fuſing the honour of her acquaintance to 
any thing, but the fear of being known 
to a particular family in that country. 

Really, replied Lucinda, as misfor- 
tunes cannot be deemed crimes; I ſee no 
one reaſon why you. ſhould leave the 
world. No: let the guilty fly to woods 
and deſerts ;. while innocence and truth 
may claim protection from - thoſe who 
have it in their power to aſſiſt them. If 


you know ſome that are void of every ſo- 


cial virtue, deſpiſe the wretches : nor fear 
to name them to me; who will endea- 
vour, by every means in my power, to 
convince you, I deſpiſe every paltry ad- 
vantage I may poſſeſs, but as it enables 
me to adminiſter to the diſtreſſes of others. 

Price: 
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Pride and arrogance can find no place 
in a foul like yours. Few have ſo noble 


a way of thinking. Two ſuch I have 


known before; nor will I fear to dero- 
gate from your merit, by naming Se- 


manthe and Iſabella, With the ſame 


kind concern they pitied my diſtreſs. But 
fir Charles ſoon baniſhed me their pre- 
lence, by treating my brother. with ſuch 
contempt and ſcorn, that, unable to 
bear his inſults, I took his part with ſuch 
a warmth of friendſhip, that he forbid 
me his houſe; adviſing me to go with 

my beggarly brother to ſome foreign 
_ clime, where we might meet with none 
to deſpiſe our want of prudence. Theſe 
are my reaſons for flying the fight of 


that inſolent man. Nor can you blame 


me; without fortune, when ſhe ſtrips 
me of all poſſible means to ſupport the 
rank I was born to, had alſo deprived 
me of the conſcious pride of knowing I 
had done nothing to blame myſelf for. 

Heroic maid, cried Cleanthes ; I ho- 
nouryou as much for reſenting the brutiſh 
behaviour of ſir Charles, as for your 
other virtues, 

Great fouls cannot bear to be inſulted; 
nor hear thoſe they love treated like vile 
criminals. 1 muſt deſpiſe any perſon _ 
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fers the foibles of human nature to can- 
cel every good quality they poſſeſs. But 
in ſuch a caſe as this, *twas an outrage 
againſt humanity. Therefore, Lucinda, 
added he, take this injured beauty. under 
your protection; nor will I fail to guard 
her from a baſe, degenerate world. 
Here Sprightly aſked Lucinda if her 
fair nurſe had not cured her of her late 
illneſs. She has convinced me, that 
youth and innocence cannot ſoften the 
obdurate hearts of thoſe men, who, ſunk 
in pride and luxury, never fail to deſpiſe 
the ſorrows of all who are doomed to 
taſte the bitter cup of affliction. This 
lady's caſe is very hard; but if ſhe will 
permit me to call her friend, I will endea- 
vour to make up her Joſs, in being de- 
prived the ſight of Semanthe and Iſa- 
bella. 5 
Madam, veplied the weeping fair, ſome 
people's favours appear little better than 
injuries; but you have the power to ſub- 
due the will, and captivate the under- 
ſtanding. Sure, continued ſhe, addreſſing 
herſelf ro me, my guardian angel ſent 
you to lead me once more into the pleaſ- 
ing paths of virtuous friendſhip. I ſhould 
be aſhamed to claim that honour, had 
not this lady and her brother encouraged 
| me 
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me to hope, my greatful ſoul will never 


give them any reaſon to tepent the kind 


offer they have made me. It would 
be an inſolent fooliſh - pride to refuſe 


favours from thoſe who ſeem to be 
born to help the diſtreſſed. 

Sprightly,. convinced Careleſs was her 
brother, enquired kindly into his affairs; 


which ſhe anſwered with an eaſy freedom 


that charmed him. I muſt fay, I felt a 
pleaſure not to be expreſſed when I 


heard them all ſo warm in promiſes 
to ſerve her. Bur ſhe abſolutely refuſed 
till ſhe had changed her dreſs for one 
more becoming to thoſe who ſat at their 


table. | 


When we left her, Cleanthes began 


ro think how he might relieve her 


without ſhocking ther delicacy. He 
told us a young creature juſt fallen 


from the ſtation ſhe was born to, muſt 
be very unhappy if ſhe was obliged to 
conform to the humours of others, which 
would very often force her to appeat 

chearful. When recollection brought back. 
the days of eaſe and freedom, how 
would reſtraint imbitter all the enjoy- 
ments ſhe could meet with in his fa- 


mily. Therefore, he was determined to- 


and: 


give her a place ſhe might call her own; 
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and that he could think of none ſo pro- 


per as the grove. This was a ſmall: 
houſe he had built in the moſt de- 
lightful part of the park; where he 
uſed to retire when he had a mind to 


be alone. To you, Lucinda, added he, 


1 leave the providing every thing ready 


for her. reception. This ſcheme exe- 


cuted, it muſt be your addreſs to per- 
fuade her to leave the farmer's on pur- 
poſe to be near you; that as we make 
no uſe of that. houſe, I ſhall take it 
very ill if. ſhe refuſes. a. requeſt. that 
will make you happy. 

We all applauded: his generous de- 
ſign, which he would by no means al- 
low an action worthy. commendation ;. 
as it gave him a ſatisfaction not to- 
be expreſſed, We were ſet down at: 
the grove,. where orders were given to- 
have this little paradiſe made ready to 
receive Lucy; which, with a bewitch- 
ing ſmile, ſhe ſaid, would give me great 
pleaſure. 


I muſt confeſs, anſwered], it is with- 


Joy I ſee you: take that helpleſs. fair 
one into the number of. your friends; 
as J have been diſtreſſed myſelf, J have 
learned to pity the woes of others. 

For, 
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For, in all my taavels, I never met 
with any body but you and your bro- 
ther, that were capable of conferring 
favours without making the obliged 
party feel themſelves more indebted for 
the relief they had received, than the 
whole buſineſs of their life could re- 
pay. And, O! Lucinda, added I, in 
this wretched ſituation my mother may 
wander on ſome foreign ſhore, obliged 
for a ſcanty ſubſiſtance, to ſome ſordid 
miſer, that deals out his bounty with 
a ſparing hand, upbraiding her with 
the expence ſhe has been to him. 

You have raiſed up ſo dreadful a ſet 
of ideas to torment me, that I find 
myſelf unable to ſupport the thought. 
Therefore, let us baniſh fear, nor doubt 
but that honoured parent will be pro- 
tected from all the dangers of the 
boiſterous ocean. Was not you pre- 
ſerved? and, why may not ſome more 
proſperous gales waft her to our friend- 
ly ſhore? 

The bell at the caſtle called us to 
dinner. We found Cleanthes and 
Sprightly very impatient to hear from 
Ruſtick; as we were ignorant of what 


was doing at Wealthy-place. 
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We had but juſt dined, when, com- 


' pany coming in, I retired to ruminate 


on the various changes that had befal- 


len me fince I was thrown upon this 
Iſland. But I was ſoon rouzed out of 
a ſort of deſpondency that had ſeized 
me, by Lucinda's approaching me with 
a acountenance expreſſing the utmoſt grief. 

Lorenzo, cried ſhe, what muſt I do? 
my brother is, 1 fear, loſt to himſelf 
and to the world! A gentleman has 
told him, Semanthe is fo ill, that her 
life is deſpaired of; he has ſhut him- 
ſelf up in his ſtudy. Sprightly is rode 
away to try if he can ſee any of fir 
- Charles's ſervants, But, come and help 
me to relieve this beſt of men. 


This is dreadful news! but, my dear 
Lucinda, I believe we had better let 
the firſt tranſports of his grief be o- 


ver, and then he may hear reaſon; or 
when Sprightly returns, we may have 
hopes of this afflicted beauty. Then, 


claſping my Lucinda in my arms, I 


begged her to remember ſhe muſt de- 
pend upon the wiſe diſpoſer of all e- 
vents, who did not allow us to grieve 
like men without hope. I have not phi- 
loſophy enough to bear the various ills 
that threatens to overwhelm me, You 


arc. 
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are fo connected with my family, that 
our ſorrows, added to your own, is 
not to be fupported. Tis impoſſible 
tor: me to be compleatly wretched, 


while thus I hold thee in my arms! 
thy truth and innocence are blellings 


far beyound my hopes: not but the ſut- 
ferings of Cleanthes wound me- to the 
foul. For him I feel the pangs of diſ- 
appointed love! how wretched is his lor! 


but now, my charmer, let us attend this 


diſconfolate youth. 

We then knocked gently at the door : 
he immediately appeared, and cried out, 
alas! my friends, reaſon cannot miti- 
gate the pains 1 ſuffer, That lovely 
creature might have been happy, had 


ſhe never known me. Tis my evil 
ſtars that ſends her an early victim to 


the ſhades below. 
Tou are not in fault, anſwered I: 


no, *tis her inhuman father that. dooms 


his child to all the horrors of deſpair. 
Was ſhe in fuch imminent danger, 
Ruſtick muſt have heard it from the 


doctor: ſend a ſervant to him to know 


the truth of this report. 


He would fain have gone himſelf, 


but we told him that would be very 


\ as Ruſtick. might be abroad. 
Sprightly 
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Fpftightly could not be long; and why 
ſhould he be in pain one moment, which, 
perhads he might have avoided, if he had 
complied with our requeſt? He con- 
ſented, and I muſt ſay, we paſt ſome 

of the moſt dreadful hours I ever knew 


in my life. For though he had a great 
command of temper, I ſaw he was wreck- 


ed with a thouſand fears: every little 
noiſe alarmed him; his too buſy fancy 
repreſented the darling object of his 
tendereſt wiſhes, pale and almoſt breath- 
leſs, the fluttering ſoul juſt ready to 
aſcend the regions of the bleſſed. Some- 


th times he flattered himſelf, her youth 


* 
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and Habella's care might reſtore her to 


' health. Then he blamed Ruſtick for 


not telling him ſhe was ill, that he 
might have forced fir Charles to per- 
mit him to take a melancholy leave of 
all his. earthly joys. 

In vain we endeavoured to ſooth his 
ſorrows: Sprightly returned with fo de- 
jected an air, that horrors ſeized us in 
tuch a manner, that we had not power 
to ſpeak, till Cleanthes, with a ſort of 
wild confuſion in his eyes, conjured him 
not to keep him in ſuſpenſe, as he 
muſt ſubmit to the law of neceſlity. 


You: 
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You ſhall be obeyed. As I was loiter- 
ing about the houſe, I at laft ſaw a wo- 
man at the gate: I begged for Hea- 
ven's ſake, ſhe would tell me what hopes 
ſhe had of Semanthe's recovery? Poor 
lady, anſwered ſhe, when her head is 
diſordered, ſhe talks of Cleanthes with- 
out ceaſing ; proteſting ſhe will not mar- 
ry lord Simple, let what will be the 
conſequence. This never fails of put- 
ting her father into a very great paſſion. 
*Tis then Iſabella tells him his own in 
ſuch a manner, that ſhe ſometimes draws 
tears from his eyes; by affirming it was 
his barbarity that reduced his wretched 
daughter to that deplorable ſituation. 
He then flies out of the room. Iſabella 


omits no friendly means ſhe can invent 


to remove that weight of woe that ſinks 
her ſpirits, No medicines has hitherto 
relieved her: but they have heard ſome: 
news to day, that gave them ſo much 
Joy, that I hope it will produce a turn 
in Semanthe's diſtemper for I left her 
in a fine quiet ſleep. If ſhe wakes re- 
freſhed, - I believe you need not de- 
ſpair. , In vain I endeavoured to bribe 
her to ſpeak to Iſabella. She told me 
'twas impoſſible, as every ſervant in the 
houſe had taken the moſt ſolemn oath, 

never 
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never to carry a note or meſſage to 


the lodies without his knowledge. She 


could only pity them, without having 
it in her power to ſerve them. She 
gave me no time to anſwer her; and 
yet I cannot think good news would 
have any effect upon Iſabella, had ſhe 


deſpaired of Semanthe's life. 


- You are very kind, returned Clean- 


| thes, but I fear this fatal night will 


convince her ſhe is deceived. Tis now 


too late to unravel her plot: I muſt 
reſign the lovely maid to a more ter- 
rible rival than lord Simple. But my 
misfortunes will not be a bar to the 
union of Lorenzo and my ſiſter. You, 
Fprightly, muſt give her to her deſerv- 
ing lover, as ſoon as I can reſolve up- 


on ſome plan for my future life. For 
J will not damp their bridal joys with 
my ill-timed ſorrow; but no more of 
this, till my mind is a little compoſ- 
ed. Dear Lucinda, dry tliy tears, and 
baniſh the ſad ideas 1 have raiſed to 
torment thee. All may yet be well. 
Who knows what this night may pro- 
duce! | 

We could none of us make him an 


: anſwer. Over powered with ſorrow, we 


retired to our own appartments; where 
] gave 
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I gave way to all the ſofter paſſions 
of oh ſoul. Love for Lucinda, gra- 
titude and friendſhip for her brother; 
pity for Semanthe, with numberleſs fears 
for my mother and Alvaro, by turns, 
diſtracted me. In vain I endeavoured 
to acquire fame fortitude, Reſtleſs and 
unhappy, I wore out a tedious night, 
till nature oppreſſed with a great vari- 
* of ills, I funk to reſt. | 
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1 1 


40. Bed Q HA H- oni in. 
F Did not long enjoy my repoſe, be- 
fore I was alarmed by a ſervant who 


had attended on Cleaathes from his in- 


fancy. 1 aſked him very haſtily what 
he wanted? Sir, replied he, I aſk par- 
dan ſor diſturbing you, but I am almoſt 
out of my fenſes; my maſter has not 
heen in bed to-night! He does not 
know I have watched with him. He 
is now gane into the park. I dare not 
follow him; but I hope you will. 

I luckily found him in my favourite 
walk. He ſeemed ſurpriſed at ſeeing 
me; upon which I toak his hand, and 
ſaid, my much- loved friend, can you 
ſuppoſe me ſuch a wretch, as not to feel 
your ſorrows as much as if they had 
been my own? — Such a friend is worth 
hving for. But, Lorenzo, what will 
fate do with me? Perhaps Semanthe 


is no more! that is a dreadful thought! 


My health is not ſo eftabliſhed as to 


ſupport the loſs I may have ſuſtained. 


1 am ready to ſink! I muſt have ſome- 
thing to ſuppart my ſpirits. Lucinda's 


windows are open; let us go in, We 


did 
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did ſo. When his ſiſter accoſted us with 0 l 
the moſt dejected air. The fire that uſed _ 


to animate her lovely eyes, ſeemed ex- 


tinguiſhed by tears. However, ſhe hid 
her concern as much as poſſibly ' ſhe 
could. = 


Cleanthes, cried Sprightly, how can 


you, who have ſeen death in a thou- 


ſand ghaſtly ſhapes, with a courage and 
conſtancy that ſurpriſed all that knew 
you, be in doubt, whether you ſhall 
go to Wealthy-place or not? becauſe 
I prefer the leaſt glimmering of hope, 
rather than be convinced I have none 
at all. I dare not truſt myſelf to hear 
thoſe dreadful. words, poor thing ſhe is 
no more! f 211 
While we were in this diſmal ſitua- 
tion, I heard Ruſtick aſk, where is Lo- 
renzo? Here, ſaid I, have you any 


good news? Yes, faith; or you ſhould 


not have ſeen me. The doctor affirms 
the fever intermits. Cleanthes embrac- 
ed him, and called him, the meſſenger 


of peace; begging him once more to 


repeat the charming ſound; as he could 


hardly flatter himſelf one night could 


make ſuch an alteration. Upon my 


ſoul, *tis true, cried the other. The 


fright I put the peer into, made way 
Br 
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for the doctor's arguments, who, after 
ſome time, by the help of Letty, they 
brought him to conſent, that the next 
day he ſhould carry the laſt dying ſpeech 
and confeſſion of the right honourable 
lord Simple to Wealthy-place; wherein 
he repents of all his follies ; but more 
eſpecially of villainouſly joining fir 
Charles in perſecuting two lovers who 
ſeemed to be born for each other. As 
Bell. contrived the declaration ſhould 
be made in Semanthe's room, it proved 
the beſt cordial to raiſe her drooping ſpi- 
rits: for fixing her eyes upon her fa- 
ther, ſhe told him he had reduced her 
very low indeed, to be refuſed by a man 
ſhe deſpiſed. But, pray, doctor, added 


ſhe, do me the favour to tell him I 


would have borne death rather than 
have been the wife of ſuch a crea- 
ture. 3 
The doctor pretended to foften mat- 
ters, by ſaying, nothing but want of 
health could have forced him to give 
up his pretenſions to a lady of her 
beauty and merit. Upon this my un- 
cle raved and ſtormed like a mad-man ; 
{wearing he could not have thought any 
one of :lord Simple's birth and fortune, 
could have been ſuch a cowardly daftard, 
VoL. I. N as 
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as to be frighted out of his wits, be- 


cauſe, as Clitander told him, him, ſome 
wild young fellows had broke his win- 
dows. Bell. aggravated the affront 
put upon him and his daughter. Ad- 


ding, well, if a certain perſon has 


not more generoſity than ever man 


had, he muſt rejoice to ſee us ſo hum- 


bled by this deſcendent from the Nor- 
man blood. I proteſt, Semanthe, you 
ſhall wear the willow garland; and fo 
muſt I; ſor we ſhall be fo deſpiſed for 


admitting the viſits of this reptile, that J 


don't believe we ſhall ever make a 
new conqueſt. A ſad conſideration; is 
it not Uncle? Sir Charles, you know, 
is a little afraid of Bell's. wit, ſo he 
left the room, which gave the girls 
time to thank him; and, at the ſame 
time, begged him to inform me of all 
that had paſſed. He did fo, and I ſet 
out early this morning, and was ſo lucky 
to meet the doctor, who aſſured me, Se- 
manthe had reſted very well; and as 
her mind was more compoſed, he did 
not fear her recovery. But, fir, con- 
tinued he, as you have enabled me to 
make my fortune, I flatter myſelf you 
will be glad to hear Miſs Letty and I 
have been privately married ſome days, 
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by her brother's chaplain. I wiſhed him 
Joy, and haſtened hither, for fear my 
lady Fame ſhould babble out a dread- 


ful ſtory of Semanthe's being at the 
point of death. I knew what you would 


all ſuffer; eſpecially Cleanthes. Bur, 
what is the matter with you all ? *ads 
life, if any body had told me my Har- 


Tiot had eſcaped from ſo dangerous a 


fit of illneſs, I ſhould have gone mad 
for joy. 

You are uſed to the ſmiles of fortune, 
ſaid Cleanthes; but to me pleaſure is 
of the nature of time, who can call 
nothing her own but a ſingle inſtant. 
This 1 enjoyed the firſt moment you 
aſſured me ſhe was better. But, ſome 
unlucky turn may rob me of a life more 
dear to me than riches, fame, or ho- 
nour. I am a baniſhed man: I can- 
not welcome her to life, to liberty, and 
love. Nature, in ſir Charles, is dead; 


nor can I ſoften his fierce, his unfor- 


giving ſoul. TI beg your pardon, for 
daſhing your full-blown joys. Mine are 
all blited ! not but | gratefully acknow- 
ledge all your favours. But, alas! mv 
reſolves are weak; reaſon cannot reſume 
empire over this ungoverned paſ- 
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T- own: you have but a bad proſpect, 
cried Ruſtick, but courage: what, ſhall 
lo many young fellows be outwitted by 
an old foul that has hardly common 
ſenſe? My mother and Fanny will ſee | 
Semanthe in their way hither; they will 
confirm what I told you of her re- 


covery. 


To turn the diſcourſe, I aſked how 
Truman and he had proceeded in their 
affairs? So well, replied the other, that 
nothing but your miſery could have 
hindered us from being compleatly 
happy. At preſent the hymenial] torch 
is extinguiſhed, as we are determined 
to have this company to grace our nup- 
tials. | 

You are very obliging, returned Cle- 
anthes, but how unfit am I to ſhare 
the ſocial feaſt! Can complaints and 
Hghs adorn the triumphs of love's 
ſoft queen? No! give your blooming 
ſiſter to the conſtant Truman; and, 
in return, he will reſign the lovely 
Harriot to your faithful arms. Loren- 
20 and my lifter will attend you; and 
be aſſured, I wiſh yeu all the joys he 
has in ſtore, may be poured upon you, 
with an unſpairing hand, 


The 
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The arrival of Mrs. Ruſtick and Fan- 
ny diſſipated our fears, by affirming fir 
Charles's ill-nature,, in threatning to 
force her to marry lord Simple, was 
the cauſe of her illneſs. That ſhe was 


now much better, and conjured him 


to believe no power on earth ſhould 
ever make her give her hand to an- 
other. Bell. continued ſhe, is not ſo 
free in declaring her ſentiments ; but 
J dare ſay ſhe is as well convinced of 
Mr. Sprightly's merit, as the other is 
of Cleanthes. 

If this good news, cried Fanny, does 
not make you put off thefe diſmal 
faces, I ſhall think you a fer of un- 
reaſonable people. It was impoſſible not 
to be amuſed with this artlefs girl. 
Cleanthes told her he hoped Truman 
would favour him with his company. 
I ſhall be angry if he does not come, 
ſaid Fanny, for I can't bear to be diſ- 
appointed, till he has a right to com- 
mand me. O dear! that is but a 
melancholy conſideration, Lucinda, let 
us take a walk in the park, for I am 
tired of fitting. in the coach. 

We led them to the grove, where, 
charmed with the proſpect, they ſeated 
themfelves, to.admire the diſtant palaces: 
| N 3 and; 
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and lofty mountains, crowned wl 
trees, whoſe ſpreading branches ſeemed 
to hide their tops among the azure 
clouds; nor were the humble valleys 
and the flowery lawns leſs pleaſing to the 
cye; ſor there, the wanton kid and ten- 
der lamb, unknowing of their fate, and 


unconſtrained by laws and cuſtoms, 


followed great Nature's rules. No cruel 
parents there had. power to rob their 
young ones of their native freedom : 
in artleſs innocence they ſkipped and 
played ; till man, injurious man, cuts 
ſhort their thread of life. 

As I was thinking with what ſavage 
pride we ſometimes uſe our power, I 
was rouzed out of my reveries by Fanny 
aſking me, what ſhe ſhould ſee on the 
rop of that hill before her? A fine 
proſpect of the ſea, anſwered I: ſhe 
expreſſed ſuch an impatience to fee it, 
that Sprightly offered to attend her. 
She took him at his word. As we 
were obſerving with what alacrity ſhe 
alcended, we ſaw Truman and his ſiſter: 
the firſt compliments over, the lover aſk- 
ed Ruſtick, where miſs Fanny was? She 
is on the top of that precipiece; but 
don't be frighted, for Sprightly is with 
her. Sprightly! cried the lover, why, 
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AND SEMANTHE. 271 
what has he to ſay to her? You may 
aſk her that, ſaid Ruſtick; but don't 
be jealous without a cauſe; for he is 
engaged to Bell, Wealthy. 

As we walked on, we ſaw poor Fanny 
fall with ſuch a force, that we feared 
ſhe was dead: the mother cried out, 
O! my child! and then fainted away. 
The mild and gentle Harriot was ſo 
diſordered, that we left Ruftick and 
Lucinda to take care of them, while 
we ran to Fanny. Truman got the 
ſtart of us; for we found him fitting 
by her, with her head reclined on his 
bolom, lamenting his hard fate. In 


vain he called the much-loved maid by 


all the tender names he could invent. 
No ſigns of life appeared; a livid pale- 
neſs had obſcured her native charms, 


till Cleanthes, ſwift as the winged meſ- 


ſenger of the gods, brought relief. The 


cordial drops ſoon brought her to her- 
ſelf, when, lifting up her eyes, ſhe ſaid, 


where am 1? What is become of my 
mother and Truman? I am here! ſaid 
the tranſported lover. Well, don't be 
frighted; I only, ſtunned myſelf with 
the fall: had I taken Sprightly's advice, 
this had not happened. If I don't learn 
to miſtruſt my own conduct. Truman 
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will have a ſad time of it. But what 
1s become of Sprightly? Thank hea- 
ven, I hear your voice, cried he, for 
indeed I feared I never ſhould. 

As ſoon as I was convinced ſhe had 
broke none of her limbs, I returned 
to the place where 1 had left Lucinda, 
to ſupport the Ruſticks, I had much 
ado to perſuade them ſhe was perfectly 


Well. I then conducted them to Fan- 


ny: the joy of the mother was inex- 


preſſible; but Ruſtick told her ſhe was 
too venterſome; his Harriot had been 
overpowered with grief; poor Truman 


looked as if he had ſeen his grand- 


mother's ghoſt; and Sprightly viewed 
himſelf as a guilty perſon, for letting 


her take her own way. 

F own, I deſerve all this, and a great 
deal more, returned Fanny; but, ſir, 
continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to me, 
was you ſet a drift upon that boiſter- 
ous element? if ſo, to be ſure, Nep- 


tune's wife was in love with you, and 


ſo ſhe perſuaded her huſband to put 
you under the protection of Lucinda, 
But don't truſt her any more, leſt ſhe 
ſhould make you her priſoner. 
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AND: SEMANTHE, 272 
I told her ſome of the rural deities 
had performed the ſame friendly office 
for Truman; or, what would have be- 
come of her. : 
The ſervants calling us to dinner, 
we returned to the caſtle, where every 
thing appeared magnificent. When we 
had recreated our languid ſpirits, and 
Fanny had recruited her uſual life, ſhe 
ſaid, upon my word, Harriot, you and 
your brother are ſo very grave that I 
am not quite ſure J am alive: and, yet I 
find myſelf ſo perfectly well, that if 
Lucinda and my mother approves my 
icheme, I ſhould be glad to go again 
to the grove, to hear the hiſtory of 
the young lady that is to inhabit that 
delightful place. | — 
_ Cleanthes aſſured her, he would not 
part with them; therefore he begged his 
ſiſter to ſatisfy their curiofity. | 
Lucinda, who had every requiſite to 
adorn her words and actions, told the 
ſtory in ſo moving a manner, that Har- 
riot, with all the mildneſs and modeſty 
of a veſtal virgin, declared, ſhe won- 
dered how it was poſſible ſo young a 
lady could ſupport ſo dreadful a change 
of fortune, - For her part, ſhe ſhould 
certainly have ſunk under ſuch a weight 
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of woe; but, no doubt, Lorenzo was 
deſigned, by Providence, to reward her 
generoſity to the unhappy Careleſs, by 
introducing her into that family, who' 
were always ready to relieve the dil- 
treſſed 

Ruſtick, with pleaſure ſparkling in 
his eyes, applauded Harriot's ſentiments ;, 


when his mother ſaid, I am at preſent 


ſurrounded by a ſet of young people, 
who I conſider as my children; there- 
fore give me leave to declare, that 
through the whole courſe of my life, 
J have conſtantly found all my enjoy- 
ments attended with pain: believe me, 
Harriot, we do not know how much 
we can ſuffer from the various diſap- 


pointments of this life. *Tis true, I 


have always lived in the greateſt afflu- 


ence; but that has not defended me 


from the bitter pangs of falſe, _ 
ful friends; who, by the blackeſt i 

gratitude, have imbittered all. my en- 
Joyments. I have certainly paid very 
dear for every tender attachment [ 
have made: but this is the doctrine of 
experienced.age. You will not believe 
me till your paſſions are ſubſided; and 
then you will be taught to moderate 
your deſires before they get the better 


of 
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of your reaſon. What did I ſaffer when 
I ſaw that girl lie breathleſs on the 
ground? but 1 will appeal to Cleanthes 
tor the truth of what I ſay. Can all 
his good ſenſe and philoſophy defend 
him from the miſery. he feels in ſup- 
porting life without Semanthe ? 
Madam, replied he, I applaud the juſt- 
neſs of your notions, and with 1 could 
follow them, I might then deſerve the 
character you have given me. But, alas!” 
your lovely niece has entirely vanquiſh- 
ed all the philoſophy I was maſter of. 
But ſure love grounded upon virtuous 
principles is the nobleſt paſſion of the 
ſoul, I cannot believe that time will. 
alter my way of thinking. Therefore 
I beg you will permit me to purſue 
my Semanthe, without being too hard 
upon the frailties of lovers. 

By no means, ſaid Mrs. Ruſtick, I 
do not pretend to inform you gentle- 
men how you are to conduct your- 
ſelves. I would warn theſe unexperi- 
enced young creatures, not to expect 
to purchaſe ſweets without ſome fol- 
lowing gaul: and now, Lucinda, con- 
tmued ſhe, I muſt confeſs, I have a 
great deſire to ſee Lucy; who, has fo 
2 very 
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very young been initiated into the ſchool 
of adverſity. I long to have her a- 
mong us: converſation amuſes the mind, 
and is ſome relief to an afflicted heart. 
I think, I ſhould not go with you; 
there is ſome delicacy required in con- 
ferring favours upon one juſt fallen in- 
to misfortunes. Perhaps, our knowing 
her ſtory will ſhock her, till you can 
perſuade her to get the better of 
that miſtaken diffidence, which loſs. 
of fortune too often imprints upon the 
mind. 

As I fear I am not equal to the 
taſk, cried Lucinda, I beg you will 
join your perſuaſions to bring that 
mourning fair one, to learn from you 
how precarious all the joys of this world 
appear to one, who, in wiſdom's ſchool 
has been taught, that every thing in 
this world is ſubject to mutibility; and 
as ſhe knows Lorenzo, if you pleaſe, 
we will ſail under his conduct. Three 
ſuch advocates muſt ſucceed, ſaid Cle- 
anthes; ſo we will be ready at the 
grove to receive you, and the lovely 
inhabitant of that rural retirement, 

Ruſtick and his ſiſter expreſſed the 
greateſt impatience to ſee her; but Har- 

| riot, 


riot, who was of a graver turn of tem- 


tick would not joke with her, as the 
wretched eould not bear raillery. 


ther, cried Fanny, or you would not 
will be as happy as ever ſhe was. in 


a year; ſhe lived at the head of it: 


feel dependency? If ſhe had my uncle 
to deal with, ſaid Fanny, I ſhould think 


this houſe, ſhe has nothing to fear. 


her with the favours ſhe recieves. I 
know they behaved ſo charmingly to 
Trueman when he was in diſgrace, that 
I have heard him ſay, it was the hap- 
pieſt incident in his life. 

It was ſo, anſwered I, as it brought 
him acquainted with you, which has 
been productive of many bleſſings to 
both families: *tis the conſequence, 
not the action, that is productive of 
Truman's 
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per, pitied her encountering ſo many 
ſtrangers. Therefore, ſne begged Ruf- 
I believe you are jealous of my bro- 


grieve for a girl that is to inhabit this 
inchanting place: depend upon it, ſhe 


her life. That is impoſlible, returned 
Sprightly, Careleſs had a thouſand pound 


then how can you ſuppoſe ſhe will not 


her an object of compaſſion. But, in 


Cleanthes and Lucinda will not upbraid 


— +. *, 


— — 
1 22 


Inn er n= rms 
= — ͤ — — 
— — - — — 
LT * 


= CLEANTHES 
Truman's preſent felicities; never man 
was treated in ſo generous and friend- 
ly a manner, as I was by Lucinda and 
you. I muſt confeſs, to, all the world, 
that 'tis to you I owe every joy Kind 
fortune can beſtow. "Therefore, I muſt 
join with my dear Fanny, in declaring, 
I think, Lucy will agree with me, that 
there is no pain in being obliged to 
thoſe who ſtudy to ſerve the diſtreſſ- 
ed without pride and oftentation ; for 
when we are made to fee] every mo- 
ment the diſparity of circumſtances, it 
really becomes an injury inſtead of a. 
favour. 

All this time, Cleanthes and Spright- 
ly were very earneſt in diſcourſe with 
Mrs. Ruſtick. I heard her ſay, my 
brother is not to be managed: your 
merit is a ſufficient cauſe to baniſh you 
from his houſe: but, be aſſured, they 
will contrive ſome way to ſee you: 
neither bolts nor bars can confine in- 
clination: the mind will always break 
her bonds; and then imagination ne- 
ver fails to ſnatch ſome precious mo- 
ment to obtain her wiſhes. They were 
pleaſed with all ſhe ſaid; and the e- 
vening paſt chearfully. But when T 

5 retired, 


o 2 


AND SEMANTHE. 27% 


retired, I could not help carying my 
thoughts to Rome. Alvaro's ſilence 
fille me with a thouſand fears for 
him and my mother, till tired with, 
idle conjectures, I ſank. to reſt. ö 
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HAP. XXIV. 


IE next morning, Cleanthes beg- 


ged we would, if poſſible, bring 


home Lucy. In our little journey Lu- 
cinda ſaid ſhe ſhould be much obliged to 


Mrs. Ruftick, if ſhe would favour her 


with the reaſon why ſhe warned her 
againſt what ſhe thought the greateſt 
pleaſure in the world. Depend upon it, 
replied the other, there are few perſons 
of my age that has not been deceived 


more than once, by a falſe ſhew of virtue; 
which will not ſurpriſe you, when I tell 


you I was bred up in the midſt of our 


great metropolis; where, ſurrounded by 
numbers of my own age and condition, 
I choſe my companions as fancy directed, 


without conſulting my judgment. By 
degrees I found moſt of them fickle, 


vain, and trifling : not but there were a 


few whom I ſhould have wiſhed to have 
gone through life with ; but our lots fal- 


ling in different parts of the iſland, our 
attachments inſenſibly wore off: till Se- 


manthe's mother ſupply'd all their places. 


In her I found every thing I could deſire 
in a friend; and though ſhe was ſome 
years 


IJ 
N 
WE 
IM 

3 


1 
FB 
De” 
cx: 
= r 
bY 
3 
AS 
1 = 
4 


* ge 3 1 Wade 8 oo by 
> e 2 
8 : oy ö 


n 
1 


n TR R 3 p 8 o = Y "7 i 2 r 
A * 4 2 1 * 7 Y # 11 -A 4 8 8 vg 2 
* * A een g 4 5 A 5 8 St 4+ _ 2 Me ener r n 
ar 8 Res S Fre n * N SE ine nr ng. 0 EEE - 3 BE AS 
I ry 8 F ( E548 . ” N e CF e 
. HS Lot FD ccc YT PWT EE Ee SN ESSE) D y my %. 8." . # 
2 a e Bene . - . 9 2 ; is] * 2 


AND SEM ANTHE. 282 


years younger than I, yet ſteady to her 
profeſſions, ſhe remained conſtant, till 
that fatal period of time, when death 
ſnatched her from the fading joys of this. 
world, to join the bleſſed inhabitants 
above. Though I was for ſome time 
inconſolable for her loſs, I ſuffered my- 
ſelf to be drawn in by a lady, whoſe 
pleaſing form prejudiced me in her favour. 
Her countenance ſeemed to me the tranſ- 
cript of her mind. My dear departed 
friend ſeemed to live again in her. I 
fancied ſincerity dictated every word ſhe 
uttered : but indulgent nature had not 
been aſſiſted by fortune. This defect I 
ſupplied by every means in my power : 
all her ſorrows were depoſited in my faith- 
ful boſom. For ſome years, I mult ſay, 
we paſt our time in the moſt pleaſing in- 
timacy. At laſt a gentleman of an eſtate 
made his addreſſes to her; with what de- 
ſign I cannot ſay ; but this I am ſure of, 
I did every thing in my power to bring 
this affair to a happy concluſion. By the 
help of Mr. Ruſtick, I ſacceeded to my 
wiſh. I now. ſaw her placed in a ſphere 
equal to her merit. She expreſſed her 
thanks and gratitude in ſuch a manner, 
that my joy at her being removed from 
every. difficulty, gave me a pleaſure = 
molke. 
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moſt equal to her own; and indeed for 
ſome time, I had no reaſon to complain; 
but, by degrees, I ſaw her aſſume a 
haughty air, with a ſtately contemptuous 
treatment of all thoſe who moved in a 
claſs beneath her. Alarmed at the change 
I obſerved in her, I began to conſider 
her motives. I ſoon found, as my for- 
tune was ſuperior to hers, ſhe never at- 
tempted to treat me with inſolence. 
However I watched her narrowly ; and 
found ſhe was not able to bear the com- 
pany of thoſe who knew ſhe once wanted 
their aſſiſtance. In fine, her pride was 
piqued, and her ill- nature was over awed 
by my preſence. Like weeds and rub- 
biſh in a poor and barren ſoil, her fauits 
and follies lay concealed ; but now tranſ- 
ported to a richer ſoil, they reared their 
- horrid heads to blaſt the lowers, and diſ- 
appoint the hand that drew them from 
obſcurity. This was her caſe: She 
grew cold, and very reſerved; till by 


degrees, ſhe dropt my acquaintance z 


giving out, that I wanted to make her 
ſubſervient to all my whims and fancies. 
But ſhe muſt beg my pardon ; for ſhe 
had been a ſlave too long already. This 
heavy charge amazed me, I endeavoured 
to clear myſelf : but in vain, I never 


could 
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could regain her. I am aſhamed to tell 
you what I ſuffered. Her ingrati- 
tude could not make me ceaſe to love 
her. I could not forbear thinking of the 
many happy hours we had paſſed to- 
gether. O! *tis dangerous to have it in 
our power to oblige a proud and diſdain- 
ful nature. Had ſhe not been proſper- 
ous, ſhe would have retained her inte- 
grity. Other affairs of this nature has 
made me conſtantly warn all. young 
people to be very careful how they make 
attachments; but ſtill I do not ſhut my 
heart againſt the deſerving part of man- 
kind; nay I find myſelf very much in- 
clined to receive Lucy,, as one deſerving 
my utmoſt compaſſion. Her behaviour 
to Careleſs, ſhews her of a forgiving, ge- 
nerous temper, 

We returhed her thanks for the enter- 
tainment ſhe had given us; and at the 
ſame time, expreſſed the greateſt abhor- 
rence for the falſe maxims of thoſe, who 
think it a ſhame to be obliged to their 
friends. Here I ſaw Lucy at a ſmall diſ- 
tance from the cottage, ſitting under a 
large ſpreading tree, with a book in her 
hand. I ſhowed her to Mrs. Ruſtick;. 
who ſaid, Poor thing, ſhe looks depreſſed; 
but ſee, ſhe advances towards us; let us 
alight, 


err 

alight, and meet her. We did ſo: when 
Lucinda, after ſhe had embraced her 
with great tenderneſs, introduced her to 
Mrs. Ruſtick; telling her, that lady, 
charmed with her character, begged to be 
admitted into the number of her friends. 
That amiable lady took her hand, and 
-faid, My dear child, do not be aſhamed 
of thy misfortunes, for they are the great- 
eſt ornaments, when they are ſupportted 
with fortitude, Innocencence in homely 
weeds may look down upon princes, if 
they are guilty of crimes unbecoming 
their exalted ſtation, 

Poor Lucy ſtood mute, with her eyes 
fixed upon the ground, till Lucinda ſaid, 
Why {; 
bad news? Forgive the conſternation 


that appears in my face, cried the dejected 


fair one; how could I expect in this little 
cottage, ſecreted from the world, and loſt 
to all the joys of ſociety, fate ſhould 
ſend that generous ſtranger to paint my 
woes in ſuch a light, -that you, Lucinda, 
have influenced this lady to think me 
worthy her notice? O! Madam, con- 
tinued ſhe, had fate been propitious to 
my wiſhes, I might have had a tender 
mother. Forgive me, if I fancy I now 
behold. her juſt like you; humanely en- 

| cou- 


o penſive? Have you heard any. 
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couraging my hopes, and diſſipating 
thoſe fears that haunt my lonely hours. 

You are not ſo deſtitute as you ima- 
gine. Lucinda is come to lead you from 
this melancholy habitation, to taſte the 
joys of ſocial mirth. That is impoſſible, 
cried Lucy; I cannot always bear the 
mirthful feaſt, and tuneful ſong. Some 
hours every day I muſt dedicate to my 
Senico : *tis he that calms my ruffled 
mind. Lucinda told her, ſhe ſhould 
converſe with her old friend as often as 
ſhe pleaſed ; but if ſhe had the leaſt deſire 
to oblige her brother, and this company, 
ſhe muſt now inhabit a ſmall houſe of his, 
that was juſt made ready to receive her: 
adding, we may then have many oppor- 
tunities of converſing with you, and your 
preceptor : for believe me, we want you 
to ſhare our ſorrows; as we will yours, 

You fee, ſaid Mrs. Ruſtick, there is 
ſomething ſelfiſh in this requeſt of Lu- 
cinda; nor am I wholly exempt from this 
frailty : for as I have not long to ſtay at 
the caſte, I ſhould be glad to ſee you ſet- 
tled near a family, that deſerves your 
greateſt regard. | 

I ſaw Lucy was ſtruck with their man- 
ner of treating her. Upon which, I told 
her, I claimed ſome power over her; 
there- 
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therefore ſhe muſt give me leave to aſſure 
her, nothing could conduce more to the 
happineſs of all parties, than her comply- 
ing with the deſire of Lucinda. 

Sir, returned ſhe, I will obey her 
commands; but 1 hope you do me the 
Juſtice to believe, I am not inſenſible of 
the favours ſhe does me. Alas! of what 
ſervice can I be to a family, bleſſed with 
every acquiſition that youth, beauty, 
wealth, and fame can beſtow ? 

A true friend, replied Mrs. Ruſtick, is 
an invaluable treaſure, which neither gold 
nor jewels can purchaſe. So make no 
more words; but while we take a walk 
in the wood, get yourſelf ready to re- 
turn with us: Cleanthes will be glad to 
receive you, according to your birth and 
merit. Don't ſtay to anſwer me; becauſe 
we are in haſte. 

She left us to rejoice in the ſucceſs of 
our project. She ſoon returned in a very 
genteel undreſs; which added greatly to 
the delicacy of her complexion, and the 
dignity of her air and mien. She ſaid a 
thouſand obliging things; till we ſtopt 
at the grove, where Cleanthes preſented 
his hand to the ladies. He then led her 
to Fanny and Harriot, who received her 
with marks of affection; and then honeſt 
1 | Ruſtick 
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Ruſtick, taking her in his arms, gave her 
a very hearty kiſs; ſwearing his uncle 
was a blind barbarian, or he would have 
treated her with good nature at leaſt. 

Sprightly obſerving ſhe was greatly 


daſhed, placed her by Lucinda; who 


ſoon after ſhowed her the houſe ; telling 
her, ſhe was intirely at liberty to diſpoſe 
of that and her time, juſt as ſhe pleaſed: 
for ſhe would take care nobody ſhould 
diſturb her, when ſhe had a mind to be 
alone. Tis impoſſible to expreſs what I 
feel upon this occaſion ; ſhame, joy, and 
gratitude by turns oppreſs me. As it will 


be out of my power to diſcharge any 
part of the debt I owe you, if you find 
yourſelf relieved by: my endeavours to 
ſerve you, be aſſured I ſhall think myſelf 
over-paid; and to let you ſee J am in- 
titled to your pity, I will, when we have 
more leiſure, let you into the croſs acci- 
dents that attend this family. We muſt 
now return to our company; I hear we 
are ſummoned to dinner. 

We returned to the caſtle ; where for 


ſome days we paſt our time tolerably 
well. 


Ruſtick was in ſuch high ſpirits, that I 


really believe Cleanthes and Sprightly 


were 
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were unable to bear the happy ſituation of 
our lovers. | : 
One day, when we were divided into 
parties, they left us, with ſo melancholy 
an air, that I really pitied them, While 
our lovers were entertaining their miſt- 
reſſes, we told Lucy all the mis fortunes 
fir Charles had brought upon us. Amaz- 
ed at his refuſing thoſe gentlemen for his 
niece and daughter, ſhe was quite ſhocked 
at his pretenſions to Lucinda; declaring 
ſhe was almoſt in love with Ruſtick, for 
delivering Semanthe from that ridicnlous 
lord Simple. She dreaded Timon's re- 
turn; as he was a man whoſe black blood 
ran temperately bad, Letty's marriage 
would make him ſtudy revenge; as he 
mult know the doctor was in the plot: 
ſhe dreaded the conſequence. You may 
be ſure this was a theme that left no pauſe 
in our converſation. 7 
At the caſtle we found all our com- 
pany, but Cleanthes and Sprightly. It 
rew ſo late, that we wanted to go dif- 
| =p roads, to ſeek them : but that the 
ladies would not agree to. At laſt, they 


came ſo very gay and chearful, that I told 
Lucinda, her brother appeared the ſame 


identical man he was when I firſt knew 
him. We all expreſſed great joy ar the 
change 
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change we obſerved in him. Yes, my 


friends, anſwered he, I ſhall ſee my Se- 
manthe to-morrow. When we left you? 
we walked to Meanwell's farm, where 


ſeeing fir Charles's chariot, in we went ; 


and found Iſabella ſtanding to fee the wo- 
man milk her cows. She bid us go in- 
to the garden, and ſhe would follow us. 
When we were alone, ſhe told us Seman- 
the was ſo much better, that the doctor 
had ordered her to take the air; therefore 
we might meet them there the next mor- 
ning. | 
Cruel Iſabella, cried Sprightly, why 
are we to owe our fortune to mere 
chance? Inhuman fair, are my ſufferings 
of ſo little moment to you, that you 
puniſh Cleanthes, rather than favour me 
with your commands? By heaven! I 
<annot bear ſuch uſage. How ſhould 
we divine you was to be here ? | 
If I was as warm as you, replied Iſa- 
bella, I ſhould not undeceive you. What 
meſſenger have I that I can truſt? And 
what do you think I came hither for ? Can 
you ſuppoſe I am in love with this horrid 
woman and her cows? But for your 
puniſhment, you ſhall hear every word 
that has paſt between us; therefore don't 
Ae. . Tin bil 1s bes 
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interrupt me with the vehemence of your M7 
temper. 3 
When I came in, I ſaid, you are a great 
ſtranger at Wealthy place, I was afraid 
you was ill. O dear Madam, fays the 
ideot, an't pleaſe your ladyſhip, I have 
no time to go a goſſiping; my fowls, and 
my pigs, and my cows find me work 
enough. I am ſorry for it, ſaid I; but 
could you be ſo good as to let one of 
your people carry this note to Lucinda? 
To be ſure ſhe is the greateſt fool that 
ever exiſted. She left her milking, to 
make me one of her beſt curtſies; and 
then ſaid, your ladyſhip was always a 
wit, and you love to make a joke of us 
r folks: for to be ſure, my landlord's 
grace (God bleſs: his worſhip) has ſo many 
cleaver men to go of errants, that I know 
you only banter me. Indeed you are 
miſtaken; I will give any body half a 
crown that will go with this note to Lu- 
cinda. That is a power of money for a 
very little trouble. I am ſure my good 
man. toils and moils all day for half that 
money; and then he comes home ſo tired, 
that it would grieve your ladyſhip to ſee 
-him. Without any more words, could 
you not get me a boy to go of this er- 
rand? Your ladyſhip will have your Joke, 
hy when 
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when to be ſure my Temmy, poor, dear, 
little ſoul, is not above four years old; 
he is indeed very ſharp of his age, though 
I fay it, and takes his learning very well; 
for he knows moſt of his letters already, 
and if you honour pleaſes, you ſhall hear 
him: your ladyſhip knows, his worſhip's 
grace was his godfather. It was well you 
came in, or I really believe I ſhould have 
overturned her pale, and left her a ſwim- 
ming in the milk. And now, with all 
your wiſdom, how would you have con- 
trived to ſend a meſſage, when my uncle 
1s jealous of every creature that comes to 
the houſe ? *Tis a million to one but I 
am watched. Should he hear I have ſeen 
you, I believe he would ſend us abroad. 

And will Semanthe agree to ſo cruel a 
ſeparation, ſaid Sprightly ? for as to me, 

I ſuppoſe I have offended too much to be 
frgiven ; for when love is a ſtranger to 
the heart, faults are not eaſily pardoned ; 
but if the lovely Ifabella knew what 1 
ſuffered from that ſeeming neglect, I am 
{ure ſhe would pity me. 

You are very grave upon the ſubject , 
but I aſſure you I am not terrified at your 
anger, nor do bear malice for your miſ- 
taking the motives to my actions. I 
mult now leave you: to-morrow we may 
O 2 . meet 
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meet again; make yourſelves eaſy; and 
hope for better days. I begged her to 
do every thing in her power to convince 
Semanthe my whole happineſs depended 
upon her. Sprightly had ſeized her hand, 
which, after a feint ſtruggle, ſhe ſuffered 
him to preſs to his lips. And ſo we 
parted. | 
O, Lorenzo, how long will this nigh 
appear? may good fortune attend you! 
But pray take care that none of fir 
Charles's ſpies diſcover you. I wiſh you 
would diſguiſe yourfelves. He laughed 
at my fears, and pleaſantly told me, the 
god of love would guard the place 
when they appeared, and make it ſacred 
to all ſucceeding ages. Sprightly was in 
ſuch high ſpirits, and laviſhed away ſo 
much wit, that Fanny was all life and 
gaiety; and to ſay the truth, Ruſtick was 
a little too boiſterous. Truman and his 
ſiſter were modeſtly chearful; and Mrs. 
Ruſtick endeavoured to moderate her 
ſon's outrageous mirth. In the humour 
I was in, I muſt confeſs they over power- 
ed me. I ſaw no one advantage that 
could ariſe from this meeting. They 
'were already convinced of each other's 
love; and then fir Charles might have 
rome curſed deſign to execute his revenge 
upon 
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upon Cleantbes. Theſe thoughts made 
me very unhappy. They raillied me up- 
on my gravity: but my dear Lucinda 
caught the infection. A ſudden gloom 
over ſpread her face. I endeavoured to 
baniſh her fears, by telling her I was ſo 
accuſtomed to diſappointments; that I 
could not help ſuſpecting the various 
turns that fate might give to our affairs. 
do not underſtand you, cried Lucinda; 
do you doubt my conſtancy? No, replied 
1, you are truth herſelf; but alas! per- 
haps half my effects are loſtz and what 
wounds me to the ſoul, my mother and 
the faithful Alvaro caſt upon ſome foreign 
ſhore, expoſed to want and miſery. Theſe 
are melancholy conſiderations, ſaid Lu- 
einda; but the tog buly fancy, when 
left to wander in the intricate mazes o 
fate, ſne never fails to torment herſelf 
with imaginary. ills: This is your caſe. 
But let us ſnake off theſe dreadful i images, 
and: ſhare- the joys: that youth and gay 
companions: can inſpire. You do not 
follow the advice you give; do I not 
this moment ſee the ſtarting tear now fill 
your lovely eyes; and fee, the gentle 
Lucy comes to learn the cauſe of your 
diſtreſs. Sir, replied the tender maid, I 
cannot ſee Lucinda's ſoul in ſorrow with- 
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out the utmoſt pain. Can care and pin- 
ing diſcontent approach theſe ſacred 
walls, where the laughing god of love 
ſits triumphant in every face but yours? 
Can a lady of your youth and beauty, 
faid I, be quite ignorant of the pleaſing 
pains that even happy lovers feel? Iam 
a ſtranger to that miſchievous boy. Per- 
haps the imprudence of Careleſes involved 
me in ſo many troubles, that I had not 
time to liſten to a gentleman, who would 
have perſuaded me he had a prodigious 
opinion of my perſon and merit; but as 
my fortune diſappeared, he vaniſhed. At 
firſt my pride was piqued ; but as he ne- 
ver touched my heart, it gave me no 
more uneafinefs than when my female 
companions forſook me. And now | 
think I am fafe, for every one in our fo- 
ciety has choſe a mate: Mrs. Ruſtick and 
I are the only perſons that range at full 
libery. Take care fome | wandering 
knight-errant does not find out the fair 


maid of the grove; for there is ſome- 


thing very romantic in your fituation. 
It I find myſelf in danger, I will fly to 


Lucinda and you for protection. The 


company I ſee are breaking up: ſo adieu 
May good angels guard you. 
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C HAP. .. 

S J have had an opportunity of ſee- 

ing great numbers of theſe iſlanders, 
by living in a family ſo much eſteemed as 
this, I muſt ſay I think they are generally 
well made, handſome, learned andwiſe; very 
agreeable in converſation when they can 
ſhake off that gloom, which either their 
climate orcuſtom has made them contract.. 
Early in the morning our two lovers, adorn- 
ed to conquer hearts, and gay as youthful. 
bridegrooms impatiently waiting for 
the wiſhed-for hours; which no ſooner 


arrived, that mounting their pampered 


ſteeds, we ſoon loſt ſight of them. Cle- 
anthes had the advantage of being ſome- 
thing taller than his friend, which, made 
him one of the fineſt figures I ever be- 
held; nor was his addreſs and underſtand- 
ing leſs to be admired than his perſon, 
Full of their amiable qualities, and anxi- 
ous for their ſucceſs, we retired to the 
grove, where we ranged through every. 
beauteous walk adorned by nature to 
attract the eye, and tempt the traveller 
to wander in her pleaſing paths, till the 
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ſun, in full meridian glory, forced us to 
return to the caſtle. 

After we had waited, with the utmoſt 
impatience ſome hours, for their return, 
we were alarmed by farmer Meanwell, 
telling the ſervants they muſt fend his 
honour's chariot to feteh them from his 
houſe. In vain we urged him to tell us 
what accident had befallen them; he 
only anſwered, I muſt return to my dame 
and poor little Tommy, for they are fright- 
ed out of their wits: Their worſhips 
will tell you all when they come; but 
they beg you will not go to them; for 
if you-do, belike they will be very angry. 

In theſe unhappy moments of expec- 
ration, all evil planets ſeemed in con- 
junction. Good heaven! what did we 
| ſuffer, while ſuſpence racked us with the 
worſt of evils? At laſt they appeared; 
but O how changed ! their garments 


were ſtained with blood. Cleanthes had 


a handkerchief tied about his head, and 
Sprightly another round his arm, with 


a fierce indignation in their faces; and 


at the ſame time, a languid paleneſs 
uſurped their youthful vigour. 

Mrs. Ruſtick, who had practiſed ſur- 
gery as well as phyſic among her country 
neighbours, finding the motion of the 

chariot 
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chariot had made their wounds bleed 
afreſh, ſhe entreated them to let her en- 
deavour to ſerve them, till a more ſkilful 
hand came to their -afliftvnice. They 
accepted her offer; and ſhe was ſo dex- 
terous, that ſhe ſucceeded; and then 
perſuaded them to go to bed, and we 
would ſuſpend our curioſity till they 
could ſafely inform us what dire accident. 
had brought them into that ſad ſituation. 
Madam, cried Cleanthes, I am not able 
to bear the cruel diſappointment I have 
met with. She told him ſhe would hear 
no more; and then calling the ſervants, 
ſhe ſaw them gently laid in bed. 

All this time we ſtood like people be- 
reft of their ſenſes, till the two ſervants, 
that attended them when they left us, 
returned. They told us, the ladies were 
got ſafe home; and that they charged 
them to tell us they had recovered their 
fright, and were now only in pain for 
the gentlemen. The poor fellow that I 
told you loved his maſter fo well, looked 
ready to fink ;, but terrified as he Was, 
he had taken care to provide a ſurgeon ; 
who having dreſſed their wounds, inſiſted 
vpon their being kept as quiet as poſſible, 
as there was great danger of a fever. It 
was with difficulty we perſuaded them to 
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ſubmit to rules; however at laſt they 
complied, and we returned. to examine 
Sprightly's ſervant; for as to the other, 
he would not ſtir out of his maſter's 
room. 8 | 
After we had aſked a thoufand queſ- 
tions, the fellow-told us, - the ladies were 
ſurrounded by five or fix men in the lane 
that leads to Meanwell's farm ; and that 
the gentlemen fearing fome accident, 
made full ſpeed to the place, and found 
the ladies coachman diſputing with one 
of the rogues, who wanted to pull him 
off his box, that he might take his place; 
which ſo enraged my maſter and Clean- 
thes, that they flew upon them more like 
lions than men. After ſome time, ob- 
ſerving when the coachman was free and 
determined to drive home, they charged 
us, who had two of the villains, to let 
them go, and upon pain of their eternal 


diſpleaſure, not to leave the chariot til] it 


got ſafe to Wealthy- place. We durſt 
not diſobey them; though we thought it 
a cruel command. But before we had 
gone far, I ſaw Cleanthes had got the 
raſcal under him, who had given him 
that cut on the head; nor was my mal- 
ter leſs ſucceſsful. The reſt, ſeeing their 
chiefs vanquiſhed, ran away like ma 
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This is all I know, but that Semanthe 
gave a loud ſhriek, and ſwooned away; 
but the other lady having brought her 
to herſelf, we rode up and aſſured them 
our maſter had conquered, and had them 
ſo intirely in their power, that we ſaw 
them pull off the maſques they wore to 

diſguiſe their deſigns. | 
Upon this the ladies would fain have 
perſuaded the coachman to drive back ; 
but no prayers nor bribes could prevail 
with him. All this time Lucy looked 
ſo depreſſed, that I told her I believed 
ſhe wiſhed herſelf in Dobs's hut. No, 
replied ſhe, I hope to be of ſome ſmall 
ſervice to Lucinda in this time of afflic- 
tion. The other preſſed her hand, but 
could not ſpeak. Harriot and Truman 
looked ſhocked ; and the giddy Fanny 
and her brother were ſtruck mute; till 
the ſurgeon told us Cleanthes, though 
he was much more dangerouſly wound- 
ed than Sprightly, yet he did not fear 
his recovery, if no fever enſued. 
This was ſome ſmall relief, though it 
was accompanied with numberleſs fears. 
We could not gueſs from whence this 
blow came. I will venture my life, cried 
Ruſtick, Ty mon is at the bottom of this 
horrid affair. His malice is worked up 
O 6 | to 
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to the higheſt pitch, and if he has heard of 


Letty's marriage, his dark deteſtable 


ſoul has formed this project to get Se- 
manthe into his power, that he may 
ſacrifice her to that lump of fear and 
folly lord Simple: and yet I never heard 
he was returned. 

In vain I endeavoured to calm the 
grief of Lucinda : ſhe remained incon- 


ſolable. Lucy ſeeing our diſtreſs, pro- 


miſed not to leave her till ſhe ſaw her in 
a happier fituation. I determined to 
watch with Cleanthes that night, and 
Truman with Sprightly. After a very 
melancholy evening, I retired to my poſt, 
and found him very reſtleſs and uneaſy. 
Sometimes he ſighed and complained 
bitterly of his hard fate, that denied him 
the power to protect the fair he loved. 
I endeavoured by every gentle method [ 
could invent, to ſooth the pain he ſuffer- 
ed, by aſſuring him they had got fafe 
home. That is no ſanctuary for thoſe 
helpleſs innocents, as you will confeſs 
when I tell you. 

My dear Cleanthes, replied I, if you 
perſiſt in talking, I muſt leave you; I 
conjure you, for Semanthe's fake, calm 
the tempeſt in your ſoul ; let it not be 
ſaid a man of your ſenſe and ay 
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could not moderate his anger. *Tis 
impoſſible, cried he; I cannot bear the 
diſappointment; to have her torn from 
my ſight in the very moment that expect- 
ation had raiſed my wiſhes to their higheſt 
pitch, is more than any philoſopher of 
my age could bear. Love and death are 
equally irreſtible: no reaſons are of force 
to repel the firſt, and no phyſic can with- 
ſtand the laſt. FAO 29k 

Finding I could not fitence him, I left 
him; but he never cloſed his eyes till 
towards morning. When he waked, I had 
the pleaſure of finding him rather more 
compoſed. I then told him the meſſage 
from the ladies. He ſhewed a ſort of 
faint joy, mixed with rage and indig- 
nation; and then then with a ſcornful. 
ſmile, aſked me if I thought the tender 
lambs could be in ſafety while they re- 
mained within the purlues of the ravenous 
wolf? No, no; you might as well 
perſuade me the harmleſs bird is ſafe if 
once you fee her in the unpitying vulture's. 
gripe : in this ſituation is the loſt, the 
dear Semanthe 

While you ſurvive, ſhe cannot want 
a protector: forbear to anſwer me; your 
returning health depends upon yourſelf, 
Does ſhe not beg you to preſerve a life, 
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on which her own depends? I will now 
leave you to the care of Truſty, not for 
want of reſt, but as the only means to 
preſerve you. Upon this I threw myſelf 
upon my bed, reyolving in my mind the 
many misfortunes that ſeemed to threaten 
all the happineſs of my future days ; for 
if Alvaro and my mother were caſt away, 
I ſhould think myſelf the cauſe of their 
death. I ſaw nothing but gloomy proſ- 
pects before me: Cleanthes I thought 
very ill; Lucinda was wretched; and fir 
Charles would never conſent to remove 
the evils that oppreſſed us: you may be 


ſure a mind thus agitated, could take no 
reſt, 
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EARING Sprightly's door open, 

I went to Truman, who 1 found 
had much more reaſon to complain of 
his patient than I had; for he told me, 
in the greateſt diſorder of mind, Sprightly 
begged he would indulge him with a 
patient hearing of that day's adventure, 
or he believed he ſhould go mad. [I 
was forced to conſent: when he told me 
that villain, Tymon, had been informed, 
that by the contrivance of Cleanthes and 
Ruſtick, the doctor had broke off the 
match with Semanthe, and was now 
making his addreſſes to Letty. That to 
prevent ſo great a ſcandal to the family, 
he had returned, incog. on purpoſe to 
counter-plot his enemies: which he 
hoped he ſhould do, by ſetting ſpies over 
her that would take care to keep her 
from committing an action ſo unbecom- 


Ing her quality. Common juſtice forced 


him to undeceive ſir Charles, who gave 


his conſent that he ſhould carry off Se- 
manthe this morning, which would have 


excuſed him from breaking an oath they 
had drawn him into. And now, gentle- 


men, 
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men, ſaid the raſcal, where is the harm: 
of all this? Has not a father an undoubt- 
ed right to diſpoſe of his child as he 
pleaſes? Had it not been for me, Cle- 
anthes would certainly have ſhot him thro” 


the head, though he looked as if he was 


going to expire with the loſs of blood. 
The fellow, who lay trembling at my 
feet, had been a ſea-ſurgeon ; I ſuffered 
him to rife and tie up his wounds as well 
as ours; when Cleanthes cried out, Thou 
fiend in human ſhape! how dareſt thou 
juſtify thy wicked purpoſes? Was the 
angelic form of Semanthe to be profaned: 
by ſo ſtupid a wretch as Simple, whom 
thou knowelt ſhe hated and deſpiſed? As 
ro the paſſions of women, replied the 
monſter, I never think them laſting ; 
they are governed by whims and fancies; 
thele are the idols they adore. I he firit 
would have been gratified by a large 
eſtate; and the latter of courſe could. 
not have failed to convince her a young 
lady of quality had an undoubted- right 
to indulge herſelf in every pleaſure ſhe 
thought fit to purſue, Again I inter- 
poſed, to fave him from the keen reſent- 
ment of Cleanthes. Soon after the wretch 
fell down, and I really feared he was 
dead. We grew extremely” faint z 


and 
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and with much difficulty reached Mean- 
well's, who we ſent to fetch him in his 
cart. 

He no ſooner arrived, than he was 
laid upon a bed, where he recovered his 
ſenſes; and we left him in a ſullen ſilence. 
By this time obſerving his ſpirits failed 
him, I begged him to compoſe his ruffled 
thoughts, as we ſhould have time enough 
to diſcant on the actions of theſe bad 
men hereafter. I will, anſwered he; 
but Iſabella preſents herſelf before my 
eyes, adorned with all the charms of 
grief for the danger ſhe ſaw me expoſed 
to. I made no reply, but kept out of 


his ſight. 


I now left him aſleep, to enquire after 
Cleanthes. When I had finiſhed the 
ſhorr hiſtory of what I knew, he aſked 
what opinion I had of mankind, when 
one of fir Charles's age could prevaricate 
with heaven, and baſely join with a per- 
fidious wretch to ruin a young creature, 
who ought to have been his peculiar 
care? Todive into the enormous crimes 
of mortals, anſwered I, is an unpleaſing 
taſk; but ſtill 1 am not for placing their 
depravity of manners to great nature's 
fault. No: 'tis ſwerving from her rules 
that leads them into the paths of vice; 


tis 
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*tis then we lay aſide all thought and fe- 


flections. Conſulting nothing but our 


paſſions, we give give way to the de- 
mon of revenge with an inſolent pride. 
Nurſed up in luxury, and pampered by 
voluptuouſneſs, we ceaſe to be rational 
creatures. But ſee my Lucinda and the 
ladies apear like the children of ſorrow. 
In vain we endeavoured to diſpel their 
fears, by aſſuring them the gentlemen 
were as well as could be expected. When 
Truman had told them what he had heard 
from Sprightly, they were amazed to find 


reſentment could conquer a love, that the 


great author of this world had planted in 
the dumb creation. Ruſtick, inraged to 
the laſt degree, ſtarted up, and ſwore he 
could not bear to hear theſe poor girls 
were ſo unhappy; therefore, let the con- 
ſequence be what it would, he was deter- 
mined to give them the ſatisfaction of 
knowing their lovers were not in the 
danger they apprehended. His mother 
and Harriot ſeemed frighted, for fear 
the warmth of his temper ſhould draw 
him into ſome ſcrape : we all joined to 
diſſuade him from ſo raſh an action; but 
we could not prevail, till Clitander ap- 
peared, and impatiently begged to know 
what hopes they had of Cleanthes and 
Sprightly? 
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Sprightly? When we had told him the 
opinion of the ſurgeon, he was over- 


* joyed, as it was better news than he ex- 


pected : for he faid rumour had employed 
a hundred tongues to deſcribe the danger 
of Cleanthes and his friend, in the moſt 
ſhocking manner; but that now as he 
hoped he ſhould not add to their grief, 
he would venture to give them a- note 
from Semanthe, wrote in the bittereſt 


agonies of her ſoul ; but that love could 


conquer every difficulty; for by his 
aſſiſtance, ſhe had eluded a ſpy ſet over 
her, who ſeemed to have obtained the 
eyes of Argus, on purpoſe to torment 
her. And now, Lucinda, continued he, 
as I have great reaſon to ſuſpect that ſir 
Charles and that lily-livered raſcal Ty- 
mon, were the contrivers of this deteſt- 
able plot, I beg you will let me into all 
you know of this unhappy accident. 
I find there is the devil to pay at lord 


Simple's; Tymon was fetched home laſt 
night; and then finding Letty was mar- 


ried to the doctor, he had them both 
turned out of doors. My lord is terrified 


almoſt to death. Various are the con- 


jectures that are made on this occaſion: 
they agree but in two things; one is the 
condemnation of Tymon, and the other 
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is real concern for the ſafety of Cleanthes 
and Sprightly. 5 

When Truman, by the deſire of Lu- 
cinda, had given him an account of what 
paſſed between Sprightly and him, ſhe 
gave Clitander the letter, begging he 
would read it, that he might be con- 
vinced fir Charles and Ty mon were equally 


guilty. 
Semanthe to Lucinda. 


THINK what we ſuffered when we 

were forced to leave your brother 
and Sprightly wounded, amidſt a ſet of 
ruffians! Indeed, my Lucinda, I may 
1uſtly ſay, my ſoul then left its manſion, 
and all that animated this wretched frame 
was but the ſpirit of tranſcending woe | 
Alas! how loſta thing am I! When 
will my forrows end? Even my dear 
Bell's courage fails her; with me ſhe 


fits, and dreads the loitering moments as 


they paſs. Terrified at each noiſe we 
hear, leſt ſome ili-boding meſſenger 
ſhould bring the fatal tidings that thoſe 
great and generous men were now no 
more. Forbid it heaven! for though ! 
am inured to the diſappointments of this 
life, I have not philoſophy enough to 
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ſupport the thought. I ſee no proſpect 
but deſpair; and yet I am compelled to 
tread the path that leads to it. God 
knows what will be our fate. There was 
a man with my father laſt night fo muf- 
fled up in a cloak, that the ſervants could 
by no means gueſs who he was: but no 


doubt the affair yeſterday was the reſult 


of that wretch's advice. Give me but a 
line to tell me they will live, and I will 
bleſs you with my lateſt breath. My 
father's behaviour diſtrafts me! He re- 
ceived us with a coldneſs that amazed me! 
he has loſt the tenderneſs of a parent. 
The Ruſticks will feel our woes ; but let 
them fly this | houſe, for fear of ſome- 
thing too terrible to be named by the 
unhappy - | SP 

SEMANTHE. 


As ſoon as he had read the epiſtle, he 
with great vehemence, cried out, A con- 
temptible ſcoundrel, did he think to ob- 
tain a lady of Semanthe's way of judging 
by ſuch a baſe, ignoble manner of treat- 
ing her? Inhuman ſir Charles, added 
he, I will encreaſe the cares that oppreſs 
his guilty ſoul. I am to call on him in 
my way home; but believe me, I will 
not appeaſe. his fears; no, if poſſible, I 

will 
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will heighten the remorſe he muſt feel, 
while he thinks the gentlemen in danger. 
He knows all worthy men will reſent any 
injury committed againſt perſons of their 
diſtinguiſned honour and merit. By my 
ſoul, cried Ruſtick, I will join with you 
in any revenge you can invent, to plague 
either him or Tymon. I believe, replied 
the other, you have raiſed Tymon's re- 
ſentment to the higheſt pitch, by enable- 
ing the doctor to carry off Letty; but as 
the ladies of Wealthy- place are upon the 
rack at this time, I will go immediately 
and undeceive them. The hopes you 
have of their recovery will be the beſt 
news I can carry. Depend upon it, 
Ruſtick, Þ will fright your uncle, if poſ- 
fible, as much as you did lord Simple, 
when you broke his windows, Very well 
reſolved, ſaid Lucinda; but pray tell my 
dear Semanthe and her fair couſin, that J 
would. have wrote, had I not been con- 
vinced ſuch an hiſtorian as Clitander will 


expreſs my meaning better than I could 


myſelf. 1 ot wo 

Company coming in, he departed ; 
and indeed' the houſe was like a fair, by 
all the neighbouring gentlemen coming 
to enquire after Cleanthes. . They all 


expreſſed great indignation- at Tymon's 


be- 


ne ih. 
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behaviour to Semanthe ; eſpecially as he 
knew that lady's affections were already 
engaged to Cleanthes. 
While we were thus ſurrounded with a 
great variety of viſitors, our lovers were 
commonly ſtrolling in the park; and 
Lucy, who avoided all ſtrangers, divided 
her time in ſoothing the complaints of 
her two patients, as ſhe called them; and 
indeed her behaviour was ſo meritorious, 
that the compaſſion we firſt felt for her, 
was now turned into the tendereſt eſteem 
and friendſhip. 
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CHAP. n. 


S I was one morning ſitting in a 
/ A penſive humour, I ſaw Lovemore 
at ſome diſtance. I went to meet him ; 
when he ſaid, I have but this inſtant 
heard of the danger of Cleanthes, that 
very Cleanthes who 1 loved as my fon, 
and regarded as my friend. Struck with 
the deepeſt forrow I arrived ; but there is 
ſomething in your face that gives me 
room to hope. With joy equal to your 
own I will ſhew you, that much lov'd 
man has eſcaped all the cruel deſigns of 
his enemies. 
I then led him to Cleanthes, where we 
found Mrs. Ruſtick and Lucinda enter- 
raining him with Clitander's behaviour, 
and Semanthe's letter. While he was 
reading the tender lines of that charming 
maid, Lovemore embraced him, and ſaid, 
Contrary to my own maxims, I have 
been tormenting myſelf with the thoughts 
of a ſeparation that overcame all my re- 
ſolutions ; but heaven be praiſed, 1 once 
more ſee you triumph over the evil deſigns 

of wicked men. 
How 
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How pleaſing are the ſorrows of a 
virtuous friend! Obſerve Mrs. Ruſtick 
and Lucinda have caught the ſoft in- 
fection. My ſoul overflows with grati- 
tude for all the pains you have taken to 
lead my infant ſteps into the pleaſing . 
paths of honour and juſtice. But read 
= Semanthe's lines, and then I believe you 
will confeſs my caſe is . deſperate. | 
When he had finiſhed the epiſtle, he 
= ſaid, What a picture is here of a heart 
ready to break with anguiſh and deſpair 
Then addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Ruſtick, 
ebe told her, if her brother had half the 
ſenſibility that adorned her mind, he 
would with joy have given his lovely 
daughter to the deſerving Cleanthes. Sir, 
replied that lady, I ſhould have lamented 
an alliance that had made ſo good a man 
refuſe me his eſteem ; but Cleanthes has 
dhe art of ſetting his friends in ſo fair a 
light, that you forget the indignities my 
brother offered to your ſacred order. As 
to me and mine, his uſage has been 
ſeo cruel, that I aſſure you it requires ſome 
Chriſtian fortitude to forgive him. Ma- 
dam, anſwered he, I am no ſtranger to 
2 your character, nor to the ſhare you have 
X taken in the misfortunes of this family. 
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Before ſhe could anſwer him, Lucy, 
with a ſmile, told them, ſhe plainly ſaw 
her patient had exhauſted His ſpirits too 
much; therefore ſhe begged they would 
leave him, and go to Sprightly, who 
wanted a little advice to make him ſub- 
mit to rules. So fair a nurſe, ſaid Love- 
more, muſt be obeyed ; but I hope you 
will give me leave to ſee him before 
F go. O yes, Sir, replied the 3 but I 
know they have fo many long hiſtories 
to tell you, that I fear they will be too 
much for Cleanthes. You will emplo 
a great deal of our time, faid Lucinda. 
Your partiality to me, returned the other, 
will make you relate my ſtory in ſuch 
terms, that I know that good man will 
pity me. I am ſorry you are intitled to it; 
but upon my word you have made me 
impatient to be let into your ſtory, that 
may admire your mind as much as I 
do your perſon. Nay don't bluſh at the 
commendations of an old man. 
We found Sprightly impatient of re- 


TS CW” 1 


art of moderating the unruly paſſions of 
youth, brought Him to hear reaſon. He 
confeſſed his error, and promiſed to be 
e ; more 
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more compoſed for the future; ſo that 
we might ſafely leave him to acquaint 
Lovemore with all that had happened to 
our ſociety ſince he left us. Lucinda 
perceiving I was out of ſpirits, under- 
took to inform him of Ruſtick's adven- 
ture with Simple, the doctor's marriage 
with Letty, Ty mon's barbarous deſign 
to run away with Semanthe, the danger 
of Cleanthes and Sprightly; and then 
cloſed her narration with the hiſtory of 
Lucy, her ſettlement at the grove, and 
her uncommon behaviour in this time 
of diſtreſsss. 8 | 

The lovers joining us, we introduced 


them to Lovemore, who embraced them, 


and told Ruſtick he admired his contri- 
vance in ſetting Semanthe free from lord 
Simple's addreſſes. I have a conſtant 
deſire to ſerve thoſe I love; but I ſome- 
times mar my deſigns by an impetuoſity 
in my temper that makes me liable to 
cenſure. | F661 


This modeſt anſ wer pleaſed Lovemore 


7 ſo greatly, that taking his hand, he told 
him, perhaps that warmth of temper he 
complained of, might be the foundation 
of that honeſt ſincerity ſo amiable to all 
that were in the circle of his acquaint- 
ance I am a plain man myſelf; flattery 


15 
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is not in my power; where ever I meet 
with ſocial virtues, I do not mind foibles. 
The human mind cannot be perfect: 
this every body that looks into his own 
breaſt will confeſs. But what muſt they 
juffer, who upon a ſtrict examination, 
find ingratitude, cruelty and revenge lie 
lurking in their fouls? O! my friends, 
were not theſe vices encouraged by falſe 
gloſſes, we ſhould not now lament the 
danger Cleanthes and Sprightly have 
been in. Nor is our fears yet removed; 
who knows what new perſecutions may 
be raiſed againſt Semanthe ? But, Lu- 
cinda, continued he, I long to be better 
acquainted with this fair - maid of the 
grove: for I think a young creature that 
bears up the dignity of her birth in the 
midſt of adverſity, is more to be admired 
than all the heroes of Greece and Rome, 
who could not, after the triumphs they 
obtained, conquer themſelvcs. 

Juſt then we were ſummoned to din- 
ner; Where Lucy, like the blooming 
Hebe, was ready to receive us. She 
was vaſtly pleaſed with the behaviour of 
Lovemore; every body grew chearful 
but myſelf; each day encreaſed my fears. 
Lovemore told me he was ſorry to ſee 
me ſo altered. Lainformed him of my 
| 2 A doubts 
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doubts for the danger my mother and 
Alvaro might be in; adding, tis impoſ- 
ſible to baniſh the dark and gloomy ideas 
that haunt me continually. . | 
How induſtrious are we ſhort-ſighted 
mortals in waſting the precious time we 
might enjoy, in racking cares and fears, 
that may vaniſh in a moment! Perhaps 
the lucky hour is approaching, when you 
will again embrace them. How wil 
you then blame yourſelf for wounding 
the tender heart of Lucinda! Do you 
not ſee her drooping ſpirits fink under 
that gloom, that robs her of your com- 
pany; which, joined to her brother's 
misfortunes, is too much for her to bear. 
If it was not for Lucy, what would be- 
come of her ? You never ſpoke all din- 
ner time: I ſaw ſhe was miſerable, tho? 
out of prudence, ſhe does not upbraid 
you. I know the recovery of Cleanthes 
gives you infinite ſatisfaction. Lucinda 
you will allow to be the only perſon 
that can make you happy ; but we men 
are too apt to let the preſent thought 
engroſs our whole attention, not conſi- 
dering what is due to thoſe we love. 
Your advice has raiſed me out of my 
lethargy ; ſelf- condemned I ſtand before 
you. A thouſand things recur to con- 

ä vince 
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vince me, my dear Lucinda has too much 
reaſon to complain of my behaviour; 
but I know the lovely maid is ſoft and 
gentle as forgiving mercy, But now let 
us go to Cleanthes. TT 
We found him very compoſed, tho” 
there was a melancholy ſpread over every 


feature of his face. He begged Lovemore 


would ſtay with him that evening, as he 
never was more intitled to his advice 
than at preſent. Your houſe is fo full 
of company, ſaid Lovemore, that J ſhall 
be an interruption to the young people. 
No, cried Cleanthes, when you are tired, 
Lucy and I have agreed you fhall be her 
gueſt at the grove; where ſhe promiſes 
herſelf great pleaſure in your conver- 
farion. She is in- deed a very extraordi- 
nary young creature, who has gone thro? 
very heavy misfortunes, without a friend 
to ſupport her. How then muſt I be 


condemned, indulged with every thing 


an affluent fortune can beſtow? and yet! 
find Semanthe fo eſſential to my happi- 
neſs, that excepting the converſation of 
thoſe I love, what I ought to enjoy, 
proves uſeleſs to me. FEI 
Lovemore endeavoured to convince 
him Lucy's trials were much harder to 
ſtruggle through than his; and yet ſhe 
| | 4 
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appeared chearful, though all her youth - 


ful hopes were blaſted by poverty, that 


meagre phantom, who purſued her even 
to her cottage. I know you felt a ſecret 
joy in being able to protect her under 
your hoſpitable roof, where ſhe is ſecure 
from the inſulting world. Pray ſend for 
her; perhaps her advice may be of ſervice 
both to you and Lorenzo; for each of 
you want to travel through ſmooth 
roads, where no thorns nor frighttul 
precipices ſhould obſtrudt your journey 
to the ifland of felicities. But don't de- 
ceive yourſelves; depend upon it that 
dear delightful place is no Where to be 
found but in the lover's brain. Were 
we not uſed to the various turns of the 
goddeſs Fortune, I ſhould not blame 
592; for I know reſignation is 3 hard 
duty to practiſe, till time and diſappoint» 
ments have convinged you every thing in 
the world is ſubje& to mutability. Sir 
Charles may die, or he may alter his 
mind; and Lorenzo may ſee his mother 
and Alvaro ſafely landed upon our coaſt. 
But here comes Lucinda and the pretty 
nymph of the grove. Then addreſling 


Himſelf to the ladies, he told them he 


found his pupils were not inclined to 
follow his old-faſhioned maxims : there- 
| F 4 fore 
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fore to you, Lucinda, I reſign the care 
of Lorenzo, and to you, Lucy, 1 deliver 
up Cleanthes. Then you think me in- 
corrigible, returned Cleanthes; but pray, 
Lucy, tell me what is become of 
Sprightly? Why, really, Sir, replied 
ſhe, he has been under dreadful appre- 
henſions, leſt ſome potent prince of the 
fairies ſhould order his golden chariot, 
inlaid with ivory, and drawn by fiery 
dragons, to deſcend upon this earth, on 
Purpoſe to carry Iſabella to his magni- 
ficent palace, where ſhe would meet 
with every thing that could charm the 
eye and captivate the ſenſes. In vain 1 
aſſured him, ſhould ſuch a misfortune 
happen, his caſe would not be ſo deſpe- 
rate as he imagined; for by my ſkill in 
thoſe airy manſions, I knew ſome mighty 
princeſs, jealous of a mortal beauty's 
charms, and unable to bear a rival, in a 
fit of deſpair ſhe would leave her celeſtial 
'abode-to bring him an enchanted ſword 
that would in an inſtant deftroy all the 
lions and tigers placed as a guard about 
her perſon. - But alfas! added I; you 
muſt ſuffer a great many hardſhips, 
without you can engage patience to be 
your guide; if you can gain that 
heavenly maid, I do not doubt but = 
1 ET WI 
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will break through all obſtacles, : and 
bring off the lady in triumph to this 
very caſtle; where I will be ready to 
relate your adventures to ages yet un- 
born. | | 


He did not approve of the conductor 
I had choſe for him; ſo I left him to 
Mrs. Ruſtick's management, | 
You could not have allotted my friend 
a better companion, cried Cleanthes; 
but indeed, Lucy, I am a little jealous. 
Why did you not recommend her to 
me? Becauſe I knew Mr. Lovemore's 
precepts had formed: your mind ſuperior 
to all indiſcreet, raſh. actions. That is 
a great compliment to me, ſaid Love- | 
more; but really, Madam, I have only | 
called forth the hidden ſeeds of in-bred | 
worth, Very true, replied Lucy z but 
if you pleaſe to remember, | 


| 


| Great Julius on the mountains bred 

| A flock perhaps, or herd had fed; 
He that the world ſubdued, had been 

t Hut the beſt wreſtler on the green. 


1 I freely confeſs I am obliged to Mr. 
'Y Lovemore for any good qualities J poſſeſs, 
and at the ſame time I acquit him of my 
faults, for they are all my own. 1 

| | een 
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been bred up on a mountain, I ſhould 
never have ſeen Semanthe; and then I 
might have enjoyed my ſoul in peace, 
You cannot be ſure of that, ſaid Lucy; 
fome little wandering ſhepherdeſs might 
have robbed you of your freedom. The 
god of love led Ononia to enſlave the 
youthful Paris, while he fed his flocks 
upon mount Ida, before he ſaw the charm- 
ing Spartan queen. 

Mr. Ruſtick introduced Sprightly, 
telling us he was come to demand juſtice 
againſt the fairy of the grove, for giving 
him ſo contemptible a guide as patience. 
»Tis very true, cried Sprightly, I will 
no longer be mewed vp like a partridge, 
while that miſchievous fairy is playing 
me off on purpoſe to ſhew her wit at my 
expence. But now I am getermiacd to 
try her power; for if ſhe does not pro- 
vide me one of her winged monſters to 
carry me back to my chamber, I will 
not ſtir from this place till bed - time. 
Nobly reſolved ; but take notice, if you 
catch cold, politively I won't nurſe you; 
no, no, I will leave you to ſing peniten- 
tial pfalms, when your mule is in the 
ſullens, and will not inſpire you with one 
line in - praiſe of Iſabella's beauty; 
Whereas if you would have IO 
ISS - tne 
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ihe! friend I recommended, your health 
would have been reſtored; and then, as 
a reward for your prudence, the divine 
fiſters might have viſited you ; but you 
muſt raſhly attempt to ſtorm the ſacred 
mount, though you have not ſtrength to 
draw the bow, or toſs the mighty jave- 
lin. Fye, fye, fir Knight, as I am an 
honeſt fairy*tis wrong, extremely wrong. 
We all laughed at this pleaſant conceit 
of Lucy's. 

Lucinda Gibmphecht in the victory ſhe 
had obtained over Sprightly, declarin 
the thought they were all much obliged 
to me for mtroducing this charmin 


fairy to inhabit the grove. I ſhall always 


remember, to that gentleman I owe my 
preſent happy ſituation, 


When I look back on the miferable 
proſpe& of my affairs, I could almoſt 


fancy myſelf in a trance, and that my 
wild imagination has hurried me into 


ſome inchanted caſtle, where I enjoy all 
can defire ; but then I am fo afraid of 
waking out of this pleaſing dream, by 
finding myſelf in Dobs's farm, with all 


his brats and pigs crying and grunting 


round me. Tis true, in that deplorable 
place I had brought my mind to corre- 
ſpond with my fortune; but as I find 

youth 
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firſt obſerved in you muſt give way to 
a formal reſerve, and a cold reſpect; 
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youth and ſpirits urge me on to equal 
myſelf to thoſe I converſe with, I muſt 
retire to the grove, and fly to ſolitude z 
for I find I am off my guard. Proſ- 


perity has almoſt turned my brain; there- 


fore I beg your pardon, Mr. Sprightly, 
if, as I fear, I have ſaid more than 1 
ought. My pretty fairy, cried Sprightly, 
I cannot bear to hear you ſing peniten- 
tial pſalms upon my account; I would 
not have you loſe your life and ſpirits 
upon any conſideration, I ſwear, Clean- 
thes, I envy you the joy it muſt give 
you to ſee this depreſſed and tender maid 
under your protection. Had ſhe not 
been depreſſed by the hardſhips ſhe has 


ſuffered from the faults of others, replied 


Cleanthes, ſhe would not have checked 


herſelf for being innocently gay; but if 


you have the leaſt deſire to oblige me, 
forget I have a fortune ſuperior to your 
own. Reſume the native freedom of 


your will; or all the graceful eaſe I 


„ 


two of the moſt deteſtable things in na- 
ture, from thoſe we wiſh to make our 
friends. Be in no pain; for I dare pro- 
miſe, while any of this company lives, 

| | vou 
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you will be ſupported according to your 
birth and merit. | 

Lucy, overcome by the' generoſity of 
Cleanthes, ſtood ſilent; when luckily 
for her, the lovers came in to return 
Cleanthes and Lucinda thanks for all 
their favours. 

After they had expreſſed their joy at 
ſeeing them ſo well recovered, honeſt 
Ruſtick declared they ſhould not think 
themſelves lawfully married, without 


Lovemore' would conſent to put on their 


chains, He told them they did him great 
honour; they might command him 
when and where they pleaſed. Ruſtick 
ſaid they could not ſet the day till the 
gentlemen could grace their nuptials; nor 
will we excuſe Lucy, for my Harriot 
depends upon her for one of her bride- 
maids. His mother told her, ſhe ſhould 
take it ill if ſhe refuſed them that favour. 
And I, cried Fanny, ſhall be monſtrous 
angry; for I love her dearly. Ladies, 
replied: Lucy, I am aſhamed to hear you 
aſk for any thing in my power to grant. 


But I ſee Lucinda thinks *tis time to 


leave the gentlemen. You are in the 


right, ſaid Mrs. Ruſtick. Come, chil- 
dren, let us go, * we tire n we 


love. 
Lucy 
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5 Lucy would fain have retited to the 
grove with Lovemore; but it was im- 
poſſible; they all proteſted they would 
not part with them. | 
I took every opportunity to let hm 
more ſee his advice was not thrown away 
upon me. My ſpirits were raiſed ; Lu · 
cinda gay; and every body looked chear- 
ful. Ruſtick proteſted he would ſee the 
doctor and his fooliſh wife the next 
morning; as he longed to know: what 
was become of my lord and Tymon. If 
I hear any news of the ladies of Wealthy- 
place, I will Jet you know itz but what 
can be exptAcd' from a man that forbid 
Lucy his houſe ? It was a brutiſh action, 
returned Lovemore; and yet I will not 
deſpair of his amendment: but tis late. 
Come, Lucy, let you and I retire to the 
grove. _ 
This broke up the company, and we 
ſeparated ; and as the moon ſhone de- 
Lehifully, Lucinda and I attended them 
home; where Lucy behaved in ſo oblig- 
ing a manner, that Lovemore was 
Charmed with her eaſy politeneſs. We 
ſtaid a little while with them, and in 
gur return, I may {ay we taſted all the 
-pleaſurts that madam Cynthia could 
beſtow on virtuous lovers. In this. walk 
. J con- 
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1 convinced her, the treaſure of the world 
could not be put in competition with her 


love. But when we parted, my penſive 
humour returned ; till reaſon quitted my 
fears, and I reſigned myſelf to reſt. 


END OF VOL I. 


